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Key Dates
Year 10 Parents’ Evening
Wednesday, 4th March

“What Next?” Fortnight
Monday, 16th March

Futures Exhibition
Tuesday, 24th March

Year 7 Parents’ Evening
Thursday, 26th March

Year 12 London Trip
Thursday, 26th March

Paris Trip Departs
Saturday, 28th March

Easter Concert
Tuesday, 31st March

Don’t Forget to follow
us on Twitter
@BCOldham

The Blue Coat School

Message from the Headteacher
The last month has been incredibly busy at Blue Coat, as you
can see in the latest edition of the newsletter. We are now
over half way through the 2019/20 academic year and since
the pupils returned after the half-term break, lessons have
been focusing on them consolidating their learning from
earlier in the year to ensure that they have the foundation
blocks of key knowledge in place as they move towards the
end of the school year. It’s also a critical few months ahead
for our Year 11 and Year 13 pupils, as they begin the final
preparation for their GCSE and A-Level examinations.
It’s also been quite a challenging month in relation to the
weather! I think we are all sick of the numerous storms we
have had to endure, and our thoughts have been with any
families or communities who have experienced flooding or
damage caused by the weather. On a more positive note,
the snow seems to have stayed away, and fingers crossed we
won’t have any more in the year ahead. Just in case, could I
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please, once again, ask that you familiarise yourselves with
our Snow Policy and make sure that you have discussed a
‘Plan B’ with your son/daughter on how to get home if
weather conditions take a dramatic turn for the worse
throughout the day.
The Coronavirus is something we are keeping a close eye on
at the moment. The school website has been updated to
provide advice and guidance to parents and pupils, which
follows the information we have received from Public Health
England. We will continue to follow the guidance and
information we are sent by the Department for Education
and Public Health England, which is what is displayed on the
school website. As parents/carers, can I ask that you read
this guidance and follow as necessary. Obviously if anything
changes, we will update parents and pupils immediately.

Our Year 8 Junior Leadership
Team have been working
closely with Oldham’s Youth
Mayor, Samah Khalil, to
support and raise awareness of
the key issues being promoted
as part of the Oldham Youth
Council.
In recognition of their hard
work and commitment, Samah
invited our JLT to her Youth
Mayor’s Ball, which rounded
off the “Over to Youth” Week –
which was a week of incredible
youth voice action and
engagement in Oldham. The
BBC’s “One Show” was also in
attendance to record the event
and interview some
astonishing young people.
Our students were treated to a
sumptuous meal and were
entertained by the talented
young citizens of our
community. They also had the
opportunity to speak to the
recipients of the Youth Mayor’s
Inspirational Young Person’s
Award and raise funds for her
chosen charity – Real Change
(Oldham).
The Blue Coat School

Next week we will be holding our Lenten communions as we
start to prepare for our Easter service. Our theme for Lent
this year is “because he cares” and all form groups will be
following the Church of England #livelent 40-day challenge.
These challenges encourage us all to remember that God
created and cares for the whole world and wants us to care
for it too. More information about this can be found at
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/news/
lent-challenge-40-small-steps-and-prayers-protect-creation,
if you would like to discuss in more detail with your children.
Over the next fortnight, we are conducting a parental
questionnaire and hopefully you have received the message
about this via MyEd. The survey will allow you to give your
thoughts on the school and enable us to reflect on what we
currently do well, and what we can improve in the future.
We regularly collect parental feedback through the parent
representatives of the Local Governing Body, the Parental
Consultation Group and also via the informal feedback that
you, as parents and carers, often pass on through staff or via
the secretary@blue-coat.org email.
This questionnaire will allow us to gather the thoughts and
opinions of our entire parent community, and I would really
appreciate it if you could take five minutes to complete it, so
that we can use the feedback to shape our future school
improvement plans. All responses will remain anonymous.
As always, thank you for your continued help and support.
Mr R. Higgins (Headteacher)
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Belfast	
  Trip	
  

Some of our Year 7
students recently took
part in a Taekwondo
taster session, and they
enjoyed the experience
immensely.
The Korean martial art,
which is characterised by
its emphasis on spinning
kicks and fast kicking
techniques, developed
during the 1940s, is now a
recognised full medal
sport at the Olympics.

Boy’s Year 7 Futsal
Congratulations to our
Year 7 boy’s Futsal team
who recently won the
Oldham Futsal
Competition.
The game’s emphasis is on
improvisation, creativity
and technique, and the
boys have taken to this
sport extremely well.

Earlier this month, nine of our Year 13 A-Level Literature students
travelled to Belfast to gain a further insight into the poetry of Seamus
Heaney.
The weekend provided students with valuable knowledge about the
history of Northern Ireland (a key theme in Heaney’s work) but also
enabled them to speak to several Heaney experts. Students enjoyed a
seminar from two lecturers at Queen’s University and it was lovely to
see them speaking so passionately and articulately about Heaney’s
poetry! The students rounded off their first (and very busy) day with
an open top bus tour of Belfast, followed by a performance of Kiss Me
Kate at the Lyric Theatre.
Saturday was Heaney day! The students, Miss Howarth and Mrs
Hargreaves travelled to the village of Bellaghy – Seamus Heaney’s
birthplace – for a guided tour of the Heaney Homeplace. Students
again got the opportunity to learn more about Heaney’s life, works
and inspiration, and even bumped into his brother Charlie in the café!
Next stop was a tour of the places which inspired Heaney’s poetry.
Sitting at the Strand at Lough Beg whilst reading ‘The Strand at Lough
Beg’ was a wonderful experience and allowed the students to feel a
real connection with the poems.
On (what should have been) the final day we ventured to the Titanic
Experience, before heading to the airport – only to find Storm Ciara
had other plans! The students eventually returned home a day later
than anticipated tired but fully immersed in the poetry of Seamus
Heaney, ready for their exams in May.

The Blue Coat School
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Go4Set Engineering Project
On the 4th February, 11 students from our
Year 8 cohort were selected to be part of a
team completing the Go4Set Engineering
Project. These students were selected based
on their progress and skills in Design and
Technology.
As an introduction to the scheme, the group
attended the Launch Day along with other
schools and Engineering specialists, at
Manchester University.
This was a fantastic day where they used
teamwork and communication skills to work in
their team, and with other schools, to begin their projects based on designing Stations for the Future.
Further to this they were all excited to be taken on a tour of the University by Undergraduate students
which they all found incredibly inspiring and look forward to the opportunity of one day starting at
University themselves.
The launch day concluded with each team getting 10 weeks to complete their projects, working
closely with Innovative Technology, a local Engineering company. They will be identifying a suitable
railway station to research and make a positive impact on the environment, the sustainability of this
impact and the health and safety behind their design.
The project will culminate with students designing and making a model, providing a written report,
and presenting their project at Manchester University in front of Engineering Industry specialists for
the prestigious “Most Innovative Design” Award.

Digital Advantage
Last month we held a 5-day Digital Media event for a group of Year 10 students, which was run by
Digital Advantage and Go:Digital (Mcr).
The PopUp bridges the gap between education and employment in the creative and digital sector
by using industry trainers to deliver a fun, experiential learning programme to students.
Our students have developed a new digital app, which aims to improve posture, and was pitched to
the Senior Leadership Team and IT professionals. Their work can be viewed on social media by
following the links: www.lovocomputing.wixsite.com/lovo; Twitter - @computinglovo; Instagram –
lovocomputing

The Blue Coat School
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Ski Trip - Nassfeld, Austria

Congratula+ons	
  to	
  Ryan	
  Duddle	
  
who	
  has	
  qualiﬁed	
  for	
  the	
  regional	
  
semi-‐ﬁnal	
  of	
  the	
  Matrix	
  Challenge	
  
2020,	
  which	
  is	
  a	
  cyber	
  security	
  
challenge	
  for	
  young	
  people	
  
across	
  the	
  United	
  Kingdom.	
  It	
  
covers	
  5	
  key	
  topics,	
  CMA	
  1990,	
  
staying	
  safe	
  online,	
  
steganography,	
  fault	
  ﬁnding	
  in	
  
lines	
  of	
  code	
  and	
  cracking	
  a	
  
cipher.	
  
If	
  Ryan	
  is	
  successful	
  at	
  this	
  next	
  
stage,	
  he	
  will	
  go	
  to	
  the	
  Grand	
  
Final	
  in	
  London	
  where	
  he	
  will	
  
compete	
  for	
  prizes	
  such	
  as	
  
drones,	
  laptops	
  and	
  tablets.	
  	
  
Watch	
  this	
  space!	
  

The annual ski trip recently returned from Nassfeld, Austria, and
yet again it was a huge success for the 97 pupils who took to the
slopes to develop their skiing ability and experience Austrian
culture.	
  
Students from Year 9 to Year 13, boarded the coaches on
Valentine’s Day and embarked on a 30-hour journey to Nassfeld
in Austria. After a much-needed night’s sleep, students headed
straight for the slopes after being kitted out in the latest in ski
technology. The students spent their days on the sun-drenched
pistes of the Nassfeld ski area developing their confidence on
skis.

Swimming Gala
Friendships	
  were	
  pushed	
  to	
  one	
  
side	
  last	
  week,	
  as	
  students	
  baRled	
  
it	
  out	
  in	
  our	
  Inter-‐House	
  Swimming	
  
Gala.	
  	
  The	
  compe++on	
  was	
  intense	
  
as	
  pupils	
  gave	
  their	
  all	
  to	
  win	
  the	
  
coveted	
  trophy.	
  	
  Well	
  done	
  to	
  
everyone	
  who	
  took	
  part,	
  but	
  
congratula+ons	
  to	
  Lord	
  Mothersill	
  
who	
  reigned	
  supreme!	
  

Their slogan of "Nassfeld: Nice Surprise" certainly lived up to its
billing with the fantastic variety of terrain to keep all abilities
happy and challenged for the week. While the first time skiers
were learning their craft on the beginner slopes at 2000m above
sea level (possibly the best views for any beginner to learn with),
the more intermediate and advanced skiers were trying to
negotiate their way down the infamous "Carnier Ski Run" - a 9km
stretch of piste that generates leg burn in the best of skiers!
The apres activities on offer also created fun and enjoyment off
the slopes. Austrian skittles, sports hall activities, swimming at
the local baths, pizza night and the now infamous "Mr Wild's
Courtroom" created opportunities for pupils to share stories
about their adventures that day!
With the outstanding weather, highly motivational instructors,
kind and caring staff, Blue Coat staff, and impeccably behaved
students, this trip made for the perfect half term. It was a
fantastic trip that will leave lasting memories for many years to
come!
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What It Takes - Jonathan Beilby (Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust)
When were you at Blue Coat?
2005-2012
What do you particularly remember from your time at
Blue Coat?
I absolutely loved Blue Coat! I remember making life-long
friends, learning a lot, but above all just the laughter. No
matter what lesson, with anyone – always able to crack a
joke and get through a day with a smile!
What are you doing now?
Now I work for the Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust (WWT),
based in Gloucestershire, managing the animal
collections at 7 centres across the country. In the main I’m
in charge of animal moves and records; ensuring that our
animals all have their passports and are healthy and fit to
travel. In the last 3 months we have exported over 60
ducks to Germany and the Netherlands, and imported
geese, swans and pelicans from various countries in
Europe! Before this I worked at Chester Zoo, and
managed a wildlife centre in Indonesia.
Did you ever expect to be doing what you're doing now?
I always knew I wanted to work with animals. I was the terrible influence behind a group of
harvest mice in the Science department. It started well, but then they started breeding like…
well… mice. That was manageable, it was actually when they started to try and be free-range
mice that we had to call it a day…
How did your studies contribute to what you're doing now?
Science lessons were brilliant, but I think it important to emphasise how it isn’t just your chosen
subject that matters. I was sent to work in Indonesia for 18 months, doing field work and
managing a wildlife centre. As I’d done both German and French GCSE, I had knowledge of how
other languages worked, and allowed me to learn Indonesian in order to manage a team of 5
staff, three of whom didn’t speak a word of English.
What about your hobbies and interests back then? How did they contribute?
I have always been incredibly musical, playing the flute, oboe and piano at school. When
working out in the jungle with no internet, running hot water, or power - being able to play the
flute really kept me from going totally insane!
Did you receive encouragement from anyone?
I received a huge amount of encouragement and support from various teachers at school. The
music department were and still are brilliant, and still help me out to this day!
What's your advice to pupils who want to get into a similar career?
Make the most of your young sponge-like brains. Take in as much information as you can from
everywhere. Nothing is ever going to be totally irrelevant. You don’t have to know what you want
to end up doing at this moment, just try and keep your minds open. Enjoy music, learn a
language and don’t take everything too seriously.
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Futures Exhibition - 24th March, 2020
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