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Key Dates
Year 8 Parents’ Evening
Wednesday 5th
December
Christmas Concert
Thursday 6th
December
Year 7 Theatre Visit Doctor Dolittle
Thursday, 13th
December
Christmas Lunch
Wednesday 19th
December
Talent Show
Friday, 21st December
School Closes at 1.20pm
Friday, 21st December

Follow us on Twitter
@BCOldham

The Blue Coat School

Message from the Headteacher
This month has provided us with the opportunity to celebrate
the achievements and successes of our young people from
the last academic year. We had a lovely evening in the school
hall where we welcomed back the class of 2017/18 and their
families at the GCSE Presentation Evening. It was wonderful
to see so many of the year group return and as always Mr
Keane set the tone for the evening perfectly, with his subtle
blend of meaningful reflection and humour.
We also had a fabulous Speech Night, where we got to
acknowledge our highest achievers in Year 7 – Year 13. It was
also pleasing to see so many of last year’s Year 13 cohort
returning from all corners of the country to collect their GCE
certificates. Our guest speaker was Jim McMahon OBE MP,
who spoke with great purpose and energy to our pupils. We
live in a complex and changing modern world and the key
message to the pupils was to make the most of the
opportunities they have at Blue Coat, whilst also being
respectful of the good others do for us and the sacrifices
they make.
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Book Club
Two Year 13 girls: Zoe Hiscutt
and Jen Prince have been
running the Blue Coat Staff and
Sixth Form Reading Group since
the start of Year 12. Our latest
novel was Tess of the
D’Urbevilles by Thomas Hardy.
This week we discussed the
hypocrisy of Angel Clare and
how women are represented in
Literature based on their inferior
social position in society. Staff
from different departments
across the school attended. The
next novel we will read is the
2018 Man Booker Prizewinner:
Milkman by Ann Burns and we
will meet again on Tuesday 18th
December.
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Last month saw the centenary of the WW1 armistice. All
form groups spent the week researching a soldier who lost
their life in the Great War. We then had a serious of poignant
and reflective acts of collective worship, where we
celebrated the life of the soldiers the pupils had researched,
whilst also giving thanks to the sacrifices that all those who
have lost their lives during conflict have made for us.
Members of our student leadership team also visited the
Oldham War Memorial and laid a wreath on the behalf of
pupils and staff at Blue Coat.
The end of the month also brought the start of Advent. We
had 3 reflective advent communions and have already
started our Advent Challenge, which gives the pupils the
opportunity to give something back to our local community.
This is how we put our faith in action, and it shows people
that you are not alone and that someone is thinking about
you. Details of the advent challenge for this year, have all
been communicated in the Christmas letter that was sent out
last week.
As we get further in the winter months, I will also be sending
a letter to parents to remind them about our arrangements if
we experience bad weather – namely snow.

Shoebox Appeal
Our annual Shoebox Appeal
took place earlier this month,
and students managed to
produce 124 shoeboxes full of
gifts and treats for those
children who are less fortunate
in Eastern Europe. We also
managed to raise £443, which
covered all the shipping costs.
Well done to everyone who
contributed.

We now have 1700 pupils on site, which combined with the
complexities of our school site itself, and the distance many
of our young people travel to school on a daily basis, means
that we must be clear about how we deal with and mange
any periods of poor weather. Could I ask that all parents
read the recent letter and follow the guidance given. I will
also be sending a letter home this week in relation to the use
of mobile devices, and again I would ask all parents to read
this.
As always, thank you for your continued help and support.

Yours sincerely,

R. Higgins
R Higgins (MA)
Headteacher
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Faith Day
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Senior UKMT Challenge

Faith Day took place on the 13th
and 14th of the month and was
a great success. Students from
Year 7 were joined by very keen
Year 5 pupils from East
Crompton St. George’s and
Mayfield Primary schools for a
religious journey of discovery.
They were off timetable for the
whole day as they travelled from
room to room learning about
five of the six world religions.
They took part in various
activities lead by members of
different faith communities;
gaining a deeper insight into
each religion as a result.
Students enjoyed Gospel
singing and dancing; a pretend
Shabbat meal; mandala
meditation; Christian reflection
and some students learnt how
to tie a turban. The Year 7
students were enthusiastic and
inquisitive, demonstrating their
ability to be role models for the
younger guests. Thank you to all
of the students and staff
involved.

The Senior UKMT Mathematics Challenge took place in midNovember. Our sixth form students really showed their class the results were the best we have ever had! A total of 12
Bronze certificates, 6 Silver certificates and 8 Gold certificates is
impressive enough, but the statistics just get better. In total,
72% of students who sat the paper earned a certificate, which at
this level is no mean feat. Of those receiving Gold, EIGHT
students qualified for the Senior Kangaroo Challenge. We have
never had such high numbers making it through before now
and so the following students need congratulating: Archie
Taylor, Hannah Murray, Rehman Amjad, Edward Hailwood and
Laura Fairbrother.
To put this into perspective, UKMT only award certificates to the
top 60% of students and from there they award Bronze, Silver
and Gold in the ratio 3:2:1.
The eagle-eyed amongst you will have spotted that there were
only five names listed above. This is because particular mention
and congratulations must go to three outstanding Year 12
students.
Reece Wood, Rishit Dhoot and Samuel Williamson somehow
surpassed the scores of all the Year 13 students and managed
the incredibly difficult task of qualifying for the British
Mathematical Olympiad. This is a gruelling 3½ hour test, made
up of only six questions. This will give you some idea of the
level we are dealing with here! It is a fantastic achievement to
qualify for this and we wish these students the best of luck.
Well done to all who took part.
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U14 National Schools’ Netball Tournament
Remembrance Day
On the Friday before
Remembrance Sunday
representatives from the
Senior Students and the
Junior Leadership Team
walked down to Oldham
Parish Church to lay a wreath
at the war memorial.
A moment of silence was held
whilst a student from Year 12
played the last post followed
by a time of reflection on the
events that took place 100
years ago which shaped the
entire world forever.
This time was important for us
as a school because the
sacrifices that the men and
women gave for our country
at the time can never be
matched.
We will always remember
them and their bravery which
was shown on countless
occasions through this period
of history.

Earlier this month, our Year 9 netball team competed in the first
round of the National Schools Netball Competition. Historically, the
first round has produced the overall National Schools winner certainly in the last 3 years - proving that the standard of netball in
and around Greater Manchester is of the very highest standard.
We are thrilled to announce that our Year 9 team won this year's
first round competition, beating fierce competition, particularly
from Bury Grammar and Saddleworth School. There was a total of
18 schools involved in this first round and with 9 matches during
this round. The girls really had to pull out all the stops. We won all
our group matches and so finished top of our group and met
Cardinal Langley in the semi-final. Victory in the semi-final is
enough to secure advancement to the next round so the team
buckled down and played hard. It ended up being a convincing win
over Cardinal Langley and so we were to meet local rivals,
Saddleworth, in the final, having narrowly beaten them during the
group stages. I'm thrilled to say the final was yet another high
quality match and Blue Coat were
able to take the overall victory
and be crowned first round U14
National Schools Champions!
The next round is on Saturday
26th January and we will be busy
preparing for this over the
coming weeks. A special mention
must be made to all the parents
of the girls. Their support and
encouragement all year round is
second to none and I certainly
don't underestimate their role in
commitment to their daughter's
netball development. Bring on
the next round!

Blue Coat Bake-Off
Our Annual Blue Coat Bake-Off is
in full swing, with students about
to compete in Round 2. The
challenge this year was to bake
something fairly healthy and
students had to explain why their
chosen recipe was healthy. The
students excelled themselves in
Round 1, so we’re looking
forward to seeing their creations
in the next stage.
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Criminology
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London Politics Trip

Conference
Social Science students
attended a Criminology
Conference on Monday 19th
November at Old Trafford
Football ground. They
engaged with pre-released
material that gave them
details of a murder case and
were able to act as an
investigator to determine
who the killer was.
On the day they heard
lectures from leading
Sociologist and Psychologist
in their research on the
psychology of Lie Detection,
Islamophobia and Domestic
violence.
Students particularly enjoyed
the talk by Noel ‘Razor’ Smith,
a self-confessed psychopath
who shared details of his
criminal career, his time spent
in prison and the tragic
circumstances that led him to
change his life. This gave
students an insight into the
crime topics that they study in
both Psychology and
Sociology and a deeper
understand of the reasons
people commit crime and the
effectiveness of the criminal
justice system.

The Social Science trip to London was a great success with
students having a wealth of experiences and indulgence into
cultural opportunities that will hopefully live on in their memories
for a long time.
A key highlight of the trip involved our annual visit to the Houses
of Parliament where our students were immersed in the history
and grandeur of the both the House of Commons and House of
Lords.
We were extremely fortunate on this occasion to witness a
'division' on a high-profile amendment to the Offensive Weapons
Bill where we witnessed key figures such as Boris Johnson, Diane
Abbott, Angela Rayner and Jim McMahon OBE amongst others.
Whilst in the lobby of Parliament we also observed Vince Cable
being interviewed for the evening news which was very pleasing
to see live in action; it really brought to life the hustle and bustle
of British politics. At the end of the visit we also got to personally
meet one of our local MPs, Debbie Abrahams who was kind
enough to answer questions on pressing matters such as Brexit.
Another key highlight was our visit to the Tower of London where
we were astounded to learn about the history of the Tower and its
significance to the modern day, and the Crown Jewels were
magnificent to say the least.

Follow Us On Twitter @BCOldham
Facebook - Cranmer Education Trust
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“What It Takes” - Lisa McConniffe (Fashion Design Consultant)
When were you at Blue Coat?
From 2002 to 2009.
What do you wish you knew back then?
Don’t put too much pressure on yourself, enjoy
school life and focus on your strengths.
What is your best/worst memory of school?
My best memory is the art rooms! In in Sixth Form I
always enjoyed having a space away from the
pressure of other subjects and time to just be
creative. Worst memory - I always hated presenting, I
would always dread it as I was quite shy, but I’ve
overcome that fear since.
What are you doing now?

I’m currently a design/creative consultant so I work
with a range of fashion and beauty brands on design
projects, creative visuals and Instagram strategies. I’m
also collaborating with a designer for London fashion
week catwalk in September and in the process of
launching my own brand.
Did you ever expect to be doing what you’re doing now?

I’m currently a design / creative consultant so I work with a range of fashion and beauty brands
on design projects, creative visuals and Instagram strategies. I’m also collaborating with a
designer for London fashion week catwalk in September and in the process of launching my
own brand.
How did your studies contribute to what you’re doing now?

Each subject has contributed in one way or another. Studying Fine Art taught me to think outside the
box and meant I had a different outlook on projects than people who had just studied design based
subjects. I also use a lot of math to work out patterns / construction and invoices.
How did you get your big break?

I’ve been lucky enough to have a couple of big breaks. one was During my final year of BA I was
shortlisted for a BFC competition and the Head of the BFC loved my work, which lead to my first paid
placement. Getting accepted to The Royal College of Art was also a big break for me and receiving
the Queen Elizabeth Scholarship which meant my tuition fees were paid and I’d receive mentoring
from brands like Burberry. But all the big breaks were from years of hard work, sometimes even
rejection.
What’s your advice to those students who want to get into a career developer?

Fashion is a tough industry but a very rewarding one , my advice would be to work beyond what’s
expected , stay true to your vision , grow your network, and be willing to change directions if need be.
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