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Message from the Headteacher 
The last half term has been very busy at Blue Coat. We 
have said goodbye and good luck to our Year 11 and 
Year 13 pupils as they begin their final examinations and 
across all other year groups, the pupils have been 
incredibly focused as they start to consolidate their 
knowledge in the build up to their end of year 
examinations. You will also see in the newsletter, that in 
the addition to what you may describe as the ‘day to day’ 
operation of the school, our pupils have also had some 
wonderful opportunities and taken part in many fantastic 
events.  

This term I have been particularly impressed with the 
amount of charity work our pupils have undertaken. 
Some of these are detailed in the newsletter, but with 
bake sales, Little Princess Trust, RSPCA, Smile Mile, Race 
for Life, donations to Oldham Foodbank and many more, 
we have already raised over £2773.00 for charity in this 
term alone.  This is important because it reminds us all of 
our purpose – to do good and try and make the world a 
better place for us all now, and in the future.  

A few weeks ago, I sent out a letter to all parents 
explaining the change to our curriculum model for 
2019/20.  
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Key Dates 

School Closes to 
Students 

Friday, 24th May 

School Re-Opens 

Monday, 3rd June 

Year 10 Art Trip 

Thursday, 6th June 

Battlefields Trip 
Departs 

Tuesday, 18th June 

Battlefields Trip 
Returns 

Friday, 21st June 

Total Warrior Visit  

Sunday, 23rd June 

Year 9 Parents’ Evening 

Monday, 1st July 

 The Blue Coat School | Proud to be part of the Cranmer Education Trust
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This is going to be really exciting piece of work and is 
going to improve the quality of our provision for pupils 
next year, and in the years to come. As part of the 
process I asked for parental feedback, and I would like to 
thank you all the positive responses we have received. 
Many of the comments highlighted an appreciation and 
gratitude for the hard work our staff do on a daily basis to 
support and develop our young people. I have shared 
these messages with our staff and they are incredibly 
grateful for your support. 

This term I also met with members of our parental 
working group. We discussed what our new rewards 
strategy for next year, the 2019/20 curriculum model and 
our plans for our wellbeing curriculum and PSHRE model 
for next year. It is always useful to get the thoughts and 
ideas from parents, and many of the improvements we 
have made over the last few years have come from 
parental feedback. The next meeting will take place in 
the new academic year and if you wish to be part of this 
working group, please email secretary@blue-coat.org 

When we return after half term, we enter the final 7 
weeks of the school year. As I said before, these are the 
weeks in which the pupils consolidate and demonstrate 
their learning from the academic year, but they are also 
the weeks in which our young people get the 
opportunity to take part in our wider curricular events.  
These are the experiences that they will  remember 
forever. Our Year 8 pupils visit the battlefields in Belgium, 
Year 9 and 10 students complete their bronze and silver 
DofE expeditions and our Year 12 pupils get to complete 
their work shadowing. As well as this, there will also be 
countless extra-curricular activities for our young people 
to take part in and engage with, and I advise that you 
encourage them to get involved with as many as these 
activities as possible. 

As always, thank you for your continued support. 

Mr R. Higgins 
Headteacher 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Race for Life 

Oldham Edge turned pink on 
the 7th May, as a huge number 
of staff and students took part in 
our annual Race for Life event, 
which raises awareness and 
money for Cancer Research UK.  
Donations are still pouring in 
and the final amount raised will 
be in the next Newsletter. 

Charity Club 

On 7th May the Charity Club 
created an outdoor chalk mural 
based on everything they love 
about Manchester. Their event 
was part of a national charity 
campaign called 
#MyHomeMyCommunity led by 
a charity called Groundwork 
which aims to engage young 
people with their own 
communities .  The chalk mural 
they created has been 
recognised several times by 
Groundwork! The finished 
mural looked fantastic and it 
was great to see some of the 
lovely things the group had to 
say about Manchester. If any 
students want to be involved, 
with similar events in the future.  
The Club meets at 1.30pm on 
Tuesdays in AK04. 
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Engineering Education Scheme	  
2018/19 EES came to a close in April, with students 
attending the Assessment Day.  Our team of four Year 12 
students have been working closely with local Engineering 
company Innovative Technology, attempting to solve a very 
difficult design brief, involving a cash stacking box.  The 
team completed a presentation, a technical report, and 
answered questions about their project from a panel of 
experts.  The team did a fantastic job with all the assessed 
elements and they received some very positive feedback, 
eventually ending up as runners up for the best overall 
project. 

Politics Debate 
We recently 
welcomed 
Councillor’s Sean 
Fielding (Labour), 
Howard Sykes (Liberal 
Democrats) and Pam 
Byrne (Conservative) 
to Blue Coat School to 
take part in a debate 
discussing pressing 
issues facing Oldham. 
 
The topics of debate included poverty, education, 
employment and Brexit amongst others. It was very 
insightful for our Sixth Form students to get a deeper 
understanding of what our local councillors do and what 
each party stood for in the run up to the recent local 
elections.  
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Silver DofE 

What does 150 Year 10s on a 
campsite look like?  A very 
packed but lively area to say 
the least.  We filled a whole 
field with tents. The Silver DofE 
practice took place last 
weekend and all 150 students 
successfully completed their 
practice expedition in the Peak 
District near Bakewell.  We are 
now approaching the intensive 
DofE season, so this was good 
a practice for all the staff 
supporting the expedition. 

On Another Note…. 

Last year, after seeing Amy 
Buckley’s Bronze Skill 
needlework, I asked her to 
make the DofE a mascot for 
her Silver Award skill.  We 
think Amy’s excelled herself 
- what a fantastic result!  We 
are still waiting for a name, 
and we are choosing 
between Duke, Phil and Ed.  
Check out our @BCOldham 
Twitter account and 
#namethemascot. 
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Particle Physics Masterclass 2019 

Year 12 Physicists recently attended the School of 
Physics and Astronomy's Schuster Laboratory for a 
Particle Physics Masterclass.  The pupils got to 
experience a mixture of talks given by researchers on 
Particle Physics and hands-on practical sessions on 
how to analyse data coming from CERN (the particle 
accelerator at Geneva, Switzerland) as well as a tour 
of the Particle Physics department. 

Physics at Manchester University 

Earlier this year, a group of Year 10 and Year 12 students 
attended the University of Manchester for an event aimed at 
those who have a particular interest in pursuing physics at a 
higher level. 

Students listened to 
inspirational talks by 
both Laura 
Driessen, who 
explained the life of 
an astrophysics PhD 
student, and Dr 
Rene Breton, a 
Doctor and lecturer 
of astrophysics.  
With lots of 
interactive table-top 
demonstrations by 
physics students 
from the university, 
and even a short 
Kahoot! quiz, it was 
a fascinating day for 
all involved.  
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World News Day 

Pupils recently attended the 
World News Day event at 
YouTube Headquarters in 
London.  Students participating 
in The Student View journalism 
programme had the  
opportunity to build 
relationships with journalists, 
exchange contact details and 
discuss work experience 
placements.  They rubbed 
shoulders with leading 
journalists including Channel 4’s 
Krishnan Guru-Murthy and an 
ex-editor of The Times.  A 
thoroughly inspiring and 
exhilarating day! 
  

  Year 11 Football 

Congratulations to our Year 11 
boys’ football team who 
became Oldham Schools’ 
Champions last week after 
beating Failsworth School 2-0 in 
a thrilling final at Boundary 
Park. 



Newsletter of the Blue Coat School 24 May 2019

Berlin Trip 

On the 10th of May this year, a 
group of 50 students from Year 10 
and 12 together with 4 teachers 
travelled to Berlin for the 
weekend.  We visited many 
historical and cultural sights 
including Checkpoint Charlie, the 
Holocaust Memorial, The Berlin 
Wall Memorial, Eastside Gallery 
and the Reichstag.  This is what 
some of our students wrote about 
the trip: 

The Berlin trip was amazing and enjoyable. The city was beautiful, and I was amazed 
by the different cultures and the history of this fascinating city. I developed my 
knowledge of German especially in a German market, where a lot of the locals 
worked and shopped, so not many people in that area spoke English. I completed a 
language quiz and managed to buy products and ask questions about people’s jobs 
and life in German. 

I also developed my understanding of the history of Berlin and the rest of Germany, 
including a lot about the Berlin Wall. It was an amazing trip, and I believe it was the 
best I have been on at Blue Coat. (Hannah, Year 10) 

The Berlin trip was a good opportunity to experience German 
culture and to try German food, such as Currywurst. The trip also 
allowed me to practise my German speaking skills, especially the 
language quiz on the Saturday. I enjoyed the free time and the 
great time with my peers. I loved experiencing German history 
like the Berlin Wall Memorial and the Brandenburg Gate.  

This trip has inspired my love for German culture and the 
German language, so much that I have decided to take German 
at A level. Ich liebe Berlin! (Saul, Year 10) 

I absolutely loved Berlin! The beautiful buildings 
and lovely people made me want to stay longer. I 
particularly enjoyed the free time to explore the 
wonderful city and experiment the different food. 
Overall, I really loved the trip. (Eva, Year 10) 

Don’t Forget to follow us on Twitter 
@BCOldham 
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What It Takes - Aaron Tann (Architect)                 

When	  were	  you	  at	  Blue	  Coat?	  
	  	  
I	  started	  at	  Blue	  Coat	  as	  a	  Year	  7	  student	  in	  September	  2000	  and	  
le8	  in	  2007,	  having	  stayed	  on	  to	  do	  my	  A-‐Levels	  in	  Sixth	  Form.	  

What	  do	  you	  par3cularly	  remember	  from	  your	  3me	  at	  Blue	  
Coat?	  

I’m	  old	  enough	  to	  remember	  the	  ‘Milk	  Bar’,	  and	  when	  chip	  buJes	  
were	  on	  the	  lunch	  menu.	  

I	  have	  very	  fond	  memories	  of	  Lme	  spent	  in	  Science,	  Art	  and	  
Design	  &	  Technology.	  	  Both	  the	  teachers	  and	  support	  staff	  from	  
these	  departments	  had	  such	  a	  good	  rapport	  with	  pupils	  and	  really	  
knew	  how	  to	  make	  lessons	  enjoyable.	  

What	  do	  you	  wish	  you	  knew	  back	  then?	  

I	  wish	  I	  knew	  what	  General	  Studies	  was	  all	  about	  –	  I	  sLll	  don’t…	  	  
But	  seriously,	  don’t	  hang	  around	  and	  wait	  for	  it	  to	  happen,	  the	  
best	  opportuniLes	  you’ll	  get	  are	  the	  ones	  you	  make	  yourself.	  	  	  
	  	  
What's	  your	  best/worst	  memory	  of	  school?	  

I	  think,	  maybe	  in	  Year	  9	  or	  10,	  there	  was	  one	  parLcularly	  bad	  week	  when	  I	  managed	  to	  tally	  up	  five	  
detenLons.	  	  That	  wasn’t	  great!	  

What	  are	  you	  doing	  now?	  

I’m	  an	  Architect	  working	  for	  a	  Manchester	  based	  pracLce	  called	  5plyus	  and	  have	  been	  with	  them	  since	  
2011.	  	  During	  this	  Lme,	  I’ve	  enjoyed	  working	  on	  many	  exciLng	  projects,	  the	  majority	  of	  which	  are	  
located	  in	  and	  around	  Manchester,	  and	  possibly	  the	  best	  known	  of	  these	  is	  the	  Corn	  Exchange.	  

Did	  you	  ever	  expect	  to	  be	  doing	  what	  you’re	  doing	  now?	  

I	  had	  always	  had	  a	  clear	  idea	  of	  what	  I	  wanted	  to	  do	  for	  a	  career.	  	  However,	  when	  I	  was	  younger,	  what	  I	  
thought	  an	  Architect	  did	  is	  actually	  very	  different	  to	  the	  adult	  reality,	  but	  I	  sLll	  get	  to	  draw	  for	  a	  living.	  

How	  did	  your	  school	  studies	  contribute	  to	  what	  you	  are	  doing	  now?	  

Architecture	  is	  both	  a	  technical	  and	  creaLve	  subject.	  	  Many	  consider	  it	  a	  combinaLon	  of	  Science	  and	  
Art,	  you	  could	  even	  throw	  a	  bit	  of	  Maths	  in	  there	  too.	  	  I	  focused	  on	  all	  these	  subjects	  through	  GCSEs	  and	  
A-‐Levels,	  not	  necessarily	  succeeding	  at	  them	  all,	  but	  sLll	  tailored	  my	  studies	  to	  support	  my	  later	  
University	  choices.	  

How	  did	  you	  get	  your	  big	  break	  in	  Architecture?	  

When	  I	  finished	  University,	  the	  recession	  had	  made	  it	  incredibly	  difficult	  to	  find	  work.	  	  I	  a_ended	  an	  art	  
event	  where	  I	  had	  the	  opportunity	  to	  introduce	  myself	  to	  my	  current	  employer	  and	  7	  years	  later,	  I	  sLll	  
work	  for	  them.	  	  If	  I’d	  been	  sat	  at	  home	  feeling	  sorry	  for	  myself,	  I	  wouldn’t	  be	  where	  I	  am	  today.	  

What’s	  your	  advice	  to	  pupils	  who	  want	  to	  get	  into	  a	  similar	  career?	  

It’s	  not	  easy.	  	  You	  can’t	  go	  into	  it	  half-‐hearted	  –	  it’s	  a	  minimum	  of	  7	  years	  at	  University.	  	  But	  a8er	  all	  that,	  
there	  is	  nothing	  more	  exciLng	  and	  rewarding	  than	  thinking	  about	  how	  to	  design	  and	  build	  the	  spaces	  
where	  we	  live,	  work	  and	  play.	  

The Blue Coat School �5




