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Message from the Headteacher 
Huge congratulations and well done to our Year 9 
Netball Squad.  So far this year, the girls have already 
won the Oldham League, Manchester County final, 
North West Regional final and last week they finished 
second in the National Finals, which were held in 
Hertfordshire.  Twenty teams competed in the National 
Finals and we were just one of three state schools 
represented. 

I was fortunate enough to enjoy a celebratory lunch 
with the squad and Miss Curley last week.  Whilst 
congratulating the pupils over some pizza (not the diet 
of athletes but it was well received)  I was really 
impressed by their commitment, effort and dedication 
to their training, both in and out of school.  It really 
does emphasise that whatever your passions or 
interests, be they academic, sporting or arts based, that 
if you put the time and effort in, the rewards are there 
to be reaped. 

There is always so much going on at Blue Coat for our 
young people to participate and engage in.  As always, 
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Key Dates 

Easter Concert 

Tuesday, 2nd April 

School Closes to 
Students 

Friday, 5th April 

School Re-Opens to 
Students 

Tuesday, 23rd April 

Year 12 Parents’ 
Evening 

Thursday, 25th April 

Year 11 and Year 13 
Photographs 

Friday, 26th April 

Gold DofE Practice  

Wednesday, 1st May 
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this month’s newsletter provides a brief glimpse of some 
of the activities that have taken place but we can never 
showcase everything that is going on.  Earlier in the week 
I met several Year 7 pupils and their families at the Year 7 
Parents’ Evening.  Those conversations made it even 
more apparent to me that our young people simply must 
engage with the extra-curricular provision and wider 
curricular opportunities we offer.  The more pupils 
engage with activities, the more they enjoy their time at 
school; this has a positive impact on their personal 
development, relationships and academic progress.  As 
parents and carers, I encourage you to talk to your 
children about their passions and interests, and that you 
direct them to the relevant clubs/areas of school that will 
spark their engagement and enthusiasm. 

The Easter Service on Friday indicates the end of the 
Spring Term.  When we return after the Easter break, we 
really do enter the ‘business end’ of the school year.  Year 
11 and 13 sit their external examinations but there are 
also the final exams for Year 12 to prepare for, as well as 
the end of year exams for pupils in Years 7 – 10.  It is 
important that the pupils prepare well for these 
examinations, whatever their year group, as the routines 
and learning behaviours they establish will support them 
when it’s their turn to be Year 11/13 students. 

The summer term is also the term where our wider 
curricular opportunities really kick in: Duke of Edinburgh, 
Battlefields, residentials and fieldwork to name but a few, 
all take place.  These, and many others, are the events 
that our young people will remember from their time at 
Blue Coat into their adult life.  As parents, please 
encourage them to take part where they can, and discuss 
with them the fun, learning and enjoyment they’ve 
experienced. 

As always, thank you for your continued support. 

Mr R. Higgins 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Aim Higher Event 

On Thursday 7th March, thirty 
Year 8 students had the 
opportunity to visit the 
Manchester Universities for a 
Greater Manchester Aim Higher 
event.  They spent the day there 
and enjoyed a tour of both 
Manchester University and the 
MMU and had an opportunity to 
ask questions to current 
students.  They attended 
workshops where they 
completed a variety of tasks 
around GCSE options and 
future pathways and were later 
treated to a drama performance 
about the best way to choose 
GCSE options and the 
important factors to consider. 
Without exception all the 
students found the day valuable 
and commented on how they 
felt better informed to make 
productive choices about their 
own futures. 

Eco Club 

During Eco Club we have been 
making bug hotels from 
recycled material. The 
Restaurant provided us with 
large tins, bamboo was donated 
by a garden centre and straw 
came from a local stable. The 
students involved made several 
bug hotels, which will hopefully 
provide much needed shelter 
for a variety of bugs and bees 
around Oldham. 
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Alan Turing Cryptography Competition	  
Four Year 8 pupils are currently taking part in the 2019 Alan 
Turing Cryptography Competition organised by 
Manchester University.  They each won a spot prize of a 
£10 Amazon gift voucher for the work on the fifth episode 
of the competition. 

The competition is still running, and we are hopeful to win 
more prizes. The team is called the “Enigma Hashers” and 
is made up of Daksh Ghandi, Olivia Bradburn, Jack 
Harrington and Freddie Aston. 

Digital Her: Roadshow 
Ten of our Year 8 girls attended the ‘Digital Her: Roadshow’ 
hosted at the QEH and organised by Manchester Digital.  

It was an interactive 
day where students 
were encouraged to 
ask questions, get 
involved in activities by 
GCHQ, Auto trader 
and BJSS amongst 
others. 

The day was designed to inspire and empower girls across 
the Greater Manchester region to take up careers in digital 
and tech. It comprised of talks, workshops and activities for 
the girls and workshops for the teachers to help them 
understand the careers that are available in industry and 
resources available for them to use in schools. 
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NMFY Festival 

Our Jazz Orchestra, Brass 
Band and Senior Choir 
recently attended the NMFY 
Regional Finals in 
Huddersfield, where they 
competed for a place at the 
National Finals in 
Birmingham later this year. 

All three musical ensembles 
performed spectacularly, 
and the Adjudicator’s 
comments were remarkable.  

Futures Exhibition 

Our Futures Exhibition was 
a real opportunity for 
students in Years 10 - 12 to 
start to look at the 
opportunities and 
pathways that await them 
beyond Sixth Form.  

With over 30 providers, 
ranging from the BBC, 
Armed Forces, companies 
from Building/
Construction/IT sectors 
and universities, the 
students engaged avidly 
with the providers to gain 
a better understanding of 
what they could aspire to 
be in their future careers. 
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Manchester City Gallery and The Whitworth 

Year 12 artists and photographers enjoyed a visit to our 
local, internationally renowned art galleries during March. 
The purpose of the visit was to examine meaning, 
symbolism and themes within art works. This is the major 
stimulus for the A-Level personal investigation which forms 
the major part of their assessed work. 

We were fortunate enough to go whilst the national 
exhibition of Leonardo da Vinci’s drawings was on. The 
exhibition included his amazing, 400-year old sketch book 
pages and anatomical drawings which helped to shape the 
future of art and also made an impact in medical fields in 
the study of the human form… something to aspire to! 

In contrast, the work of photographer Martin Parr who 
provides a rich, gritty and detailed view of life in 
Manchester from the 1970s until the present day. A 
powerful collection of work documenting the social history 
of the area and how fashions, human habits and the 
environment we live in has changed. 

All students brought lots of ideas home to help them to 
form a deeper and more meaningful theme for their own 
work which helps them to develop an identity as artists in 
their own right. 
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‘Flesh’ - The Crucible 

Students from Years 8 - 13 
transferred their National 
Theatre Connections 
production of 'Flesh' to the 
Sheffield Crucible Theatre this 
month.  'Flesh' is an exciting 
piece of new writing by 
professional playwright Rob 
Drummond. The play explores 
instinct, survival and poses 
some interesting questions 
about human nature.  Students 
worked with dedication 
and focus throughout the day.  

The talented cast gave 
an outstanding 
performance and the director 
from the National Theatre 
was extremely impressed by the 
quality of the acting, ensemble-
playing and the professionalism 
of the piece.    

  World Book Day 

The Library celebrated World 
Book Day (WBD) with a week of 
events including competitions, 
craft sessions, and the WBD Big 
Quiz.  Mr O’Connor was the 
quiz master, as six teams 
answered music, picture and 
fiction questions with a literary 
theme. All participants received 
free books for entering.  

This year making book hogs 
from old stock was the most 
popular it had ever been with 
students still crafting their 
bookish little pets for weeks 
after WBD. 
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Murder Mystery - “Who Killed Mr Lynch?” 

Over three weeks, students have attended a gruesome crime scene 
to hunt for clues and collect evidence to work out who killed Mr 
Lynch. This required students to find missing pieces to solve 
puzzles all within a time limit.  

The four suspects have now been 
apprehended and the evidence 
analysed. Students will soon be 
presenting their findings in a mock 
court room in front of a jury of their 
peers. 

All the participants have been unbelievable in their approach to the 
event and have demonstrated their inquisitive nature and academic 
rigour. 
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University of the Third Age (U3A) 

Year 12 Health and Social Care students were fortunate enough to 
have a visit from members of the University of the Third Age.  This 
is a UK-wide movement which brings together people in their 
"third age" to develop their interests and continue their learning 
once individuals have retired. 

The Year 12 students are currently studying the effects of ageing 
and the older adulthood life stage (65+).  Students were able to 
discuss both the negative and positive effects of ageing, together 
with highlighting the stark similarities that both age groups have in 
common.  

It was also heart-
warming to hear 
the positive 
comments the 
visitors had, not 
only of our 6th 
form students, 
but the students 
they met around 
school. 

If you, or a member of your family are interested in hearing more 
information about U3A, please contact the Oldham office 
on: https://u3asites.org.uk/oldham/contact  

Fashion Show
The 2019 Blue Coat Fashion 
Show took place earlier this 
month and it was a roaring 
success.  The annual 
presentation was a mix of 
recycled fashion garments and 
accessories, ranging from 
newspaper wings to scrap 
fabric dresses, created and 
modelled by teams from 
Years 7 to 11.  

There was a higher than usual 
entry to the Textiles 
Department this year and 14 
teams were invited to display 
their designs on the 
catwalk, accompanied by Jake 
Kelly DJ’ing live in front of an 
audience of over 400 pupils!  
Our four celebrity judges 
commented on the level of 
detail and creativity the 
students had put into their 
outfits.  

The winning design was 
by Team 12, modelled by 
designer Jasmine Starkey.  The 
dress had been made from 
scratch and was a fully-formed 
and fitted garment made 
entirely of newspaper, 
winning the team a £15 high-
street voucher each for their 
time and efforts. 
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USA Trip - A Student’s View (by Joe Wheeler) 

The Blue Coat USA trip 2019 was one that I’ll never forget for as long as I live.  On our way there we spent 
a solid 18 hours travelling.  I have never travelled for so long, in such a good mood!  There was such an 
immense atmosphere of excitement.  Not long after the wheels touched the tarmac, we were welcomed 
by our one-in-a-million tour guide, Dwayne.  He must be the only man in the USA that could have a coach 
full of 17-18-year olds playing the ‘Star Spangled Banner’ on kazoos.  He told us the history associated 
with Washington DC from setting off until our coach pulled up outside the Capitol Skyline Hotel.  

We were up at 8.30am the next morning, seeing the sights of the capital 
city. We went to see Congress, some of the monuments of America’s 
history, and the Supreme Court of Justice. The highlight of this day for me 
had to be the taking a guided tour of Congress, seeing a statue with the 
name ‘Wheeler’ on, and finding out that I shared the first and last name of 
a man who was involved in the resolution of the Civil War. We finished the 
day out and about the centre of Washington, which is where we found the 
legendary ‘Shake Shack’. The BEST burger of my life. 

The next day we saw the much-anticipated home of the US President, the 
White House. This was a surreal moment for us all.  It looked so much 
smaller than we had expected, but the massive security presence made 
up for it. Then we took a walk again, looking at some of the famous 
statues of America’s short history, notably the Lincoln and Washington 
monuments. 

The day after we said ‘goodbye’ to Washington, and drove over to Philadelphia, where the US constitution 
was signed, and home to the world renowned ‘Rocky Steps’. We all raced each other up them and then 
had our picture taken with the statue at the bottom.  From Philadelphia we hit the road, with the entirety of 
our journey filled with a bit of karaoke.  “Start spreading the news”, we were finally on our way to the ‘Big 
Apple’, New York City.  That evening we went, 102 stories high, to the top of the Empire State Building. 
  
The next day took us to Central Park, a space of vast greenery in the concrete jungle of NYC. Some of us 
chose to go ice skating, whilst others took a bike ride around the area. I soon discovered that I may have 
been better suited on a bicycle as opposed to my attempt on skates!  Later in the day we had the 
opportunity to explore New York and do some shopping. I wandered over to the golden giant that is 
‘Trump Tower’ for my dinner before heading over to Times Square for our tea at Hard Rock Café.  From 
here we walked down the street over to the theatre to watch the masterpiece that was ‘Pretty Woman’. 

On our last full day, we were hit by the elements.  When we 
got on the ferry over to the Statue of Liberty the ground 
was dry, and as we stepped onto the island we stepped 
upon inches of snow. We fought through the blizzards to 
make sure we still got the perfect selfies. We then hopped 
back onto the ferry over to Ellis Island, the historical place 
where immigrants would arrive in the hope of being 
accepted into the US. Then it was back on the boat for a 
free afternoon. 

The final day took us to Grand Central Station and the United Nations building, both of which left us 
awestruck.  A final walk back to our hotel allowed us to say a last ‘goodbye’ to NYC before we 
headed home.  True memories for a lifetime, in the best places, with the best people. 
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MFL and Art Trip to Paris 

Students in Years 10 and 12 enjoyed a very successful 
visit to Paris, where they were able to visit many world-
famous landmarks, communicate in French with real 
purpose and find out information about the culture 
and art of our closest european neighbour. 

On Saturday evening, after a long journey by train, 
Eurostar and Métro, we visited the beautiful Notre 
Dame Cathedral and then had time to eat in one of the 
many and varied restaurants of the left bank. The next 
morning, students visited the Musée d’Orsay, a 
converted railway station renowned for its 
impressionist and post-impressionist artwork.  The 
pupils were able to view artwork by Monet, Van Gogh 
and Dégas amongst others, and then had time to 
admire the contrasting architecture of the Louvre 
museum and its modern glass pyramid. 

Throughout the morning students were finding out about Paris and its culture and language for 
their trip quiz.  After lunch we visited the Arc de Triomphe where our A-Level French students 
were treated to a translation of a famous Charles de Gaulle wartime speech on a brass plaque.  
This was led by one of our ex-pupils, Sarah Goodhall, who now lives and studies in Paris. 

Hard work complete, Sunday afternoon was spent shopping 
on the Champs Elysées, followed by a walking tour of more 
of the left bank, including a pilgrimage to the famous Les 
Deux Magots café which features in a key scene in the 
French A-Level set film, Intouchables. 

The evening started in Rue Mouffetard, a relaxed and old-
fashioned area where we spotted several groups of 
students trying out French specialities; their waiter assured 
us that they were ordering everything in French!  We 
finished our action-packed day with a trip to see the Eiffel 
Tower lit up from the viewing platform at Trocadéro, a 
moment that we hope the students will never forget. 

On Monday morning there was just time to get to see the Eiffel Tower close up and a final 
chance to buy French goodies in the chic Passy area before heading back home. 
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Chaplaincy 

We recently celebrated our Lenten Communions as a 
whole-school community, and our theme was “Three 
Trees”.  This linked beautifully with our school verse for the 
year and the image that we have been using of a tree 
growing beside water (Jeremiah 17:7-8). 

Our “Three Trees” theme will run alongside the "40 Acts" 
that students will be doing in their form reflection slots. 

During our Communions, we thought about the 
connection between our behaviour and our heart, and 
listened to Luke’s teaching: 

“A good tree does not produce bad fruit, nor does a bad 
tree produce good fruit.  Each tree is known by its own 
fruit. People don’t gather figs from thorn bushes, and they 
don’t get grapes from bushes. Good people bring good 
things out of the good they stored in their hearts. But evil 
people bring evil things out of the evil they stored in their 
hearts. People speak the things that are in their hearts.” 
  
We then heard John’s teaching, where he explains how we 
need Jesus to transform our hearts - we need the water of 
life through our roots. 

“Jesus answered, ‘Everyone who drinks this water will be 
thirsty again, but whoever drinks the water I give them will 
never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in 
them a spring of water welling up to eternal life.’” 

We began our service with the first tree – representing our 
sinful nature.  Throughout the service we remembered 
Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross (second tree) and ended with 
the flourishing tree as we are transformed by his saving 
grace. 
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Oxbridge Conference 

Earlier this month, twenty-
three Year 12 students 
attended the Oxford and 
Cambridge Student 
Conference at Aintree 
Racecourse. 

The conference was a full 
day event covering all 
aspects of the Oxbridge 
application, including an 
explanation of the 
procedure, the interview 
process and how to write a 
personal statement.  They 
enjoyed subject specific 
sessions and talks from 
current students. 

The event gave them a 
taster of what a university 
lecture might be like and 
lots of hints and tips on 
how to make a competitive 
application to Oxford or 
Cambridge. 

Follow Us on Twitter:  
@BCOldham 
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What It Takes - Lindsey Williams (Content 
Channel Editor and Author)                 

When	  were	  you	  at	  Blue	  Coat?	  	  	  

2004	  to	  2011.	  	  

What	  do	  you	  par3cularly	  remember	  from	  your	  3me	  at	  Blue	  
Coat?	  

The	  huge	  hike	  from	  the	  bo4om	  of	  the	  driveway	  up	  to	  the	  
student	  entrance	  of	  the	  main	  building.	  	  No	  ma4er	  what	  exam	  
results	  you	  get,	  every	  student	  at	  Blue	  Coat	  graduates	  with	  
incredibly	  strong	  leg	  muscles,	  and	  that’s	  truly	  (and	  literally)	  
what	  takes	  you	  far	  in	  life.	  

What	  do	  you	  wish	  you	  knew	  back	  then?	  

At	  school,	  a	  lot	  of	  things	  ma4er	  that	  actually	  don’t	  ma4er	  at	  
all.	  	  Even	  outside	  of	  school	  work,	  there	  are	  so	  many	  things	  to	  
worry	  about	  –	  it’s	  important	  to	  have	  a	  cool	  pencil	  case,	  the	  
right	  style	  of	  shoes,	  etc.	  	  The	  minute	  you	  leave	  school,	  nobody	  
cares	  about	  any	  of	  these	  things.	  	  

	  	  
What's	  your	  worst	  memory	  of	  school?	  

Having	  to	  walk	  across	  the	  back	  pitch	  at	  break	  Kme	  or	  lunch	  Kme	  and	  living	  in	  fear	  of	  being	  thwacked	  in	  
the	  head	  with	  a	  football.	  	  

What	  are	  you	  doing	  now?	  

I	  live	  in	  London	  –	  I	  was	  a	  magazine	  editor	  for	  three	  years	  and	  now	  I	  work	  for	  MacMillan	  Cancer	  Support	  
with	  a	  job	  Ktle	  that	  nobody	  has	  ever	  heard	  of	  (Content	  Channel	  Editor).	  

How	  did	  your	  hobbies	  and	  interests	  at	  the	  3me	  contribute	  with	  what	  you	  are	  doing	  now?	  

My	  hobbies	  and	  interests	  were	  avoiding	  other	  people,	  reading	  books	  and	  going	  on	  the	  internet.	  	  Then	  
my	  co-‐author	  found	  me	  from	  the	  internet	  and	  together	  we	  wrote	  a	  book.	  	  There’s	  a	  lesson	  to	  be	  learned	  
there.	  	  	  	  

Did	  you	  receive	  encouragement	  from	  anyone?	  

At	  school,	  you	  get	  far	  more	  encouragement	  than	  you	  get	  anywhere	  else	  in	  life.	  	  When	  you	  do	  a	  good	  bit	  
of	  work	  at	  your	  job,	  you	  don’t	  get	  it	  back	  with	  a	  grade	  on	  it,	  and	  they	  don’t	  have	  a	  day	  where	  your	  boss	  
meets	  your	  parents	  to	  tell	  them	  how	  well	  you’re	  doing	  or	  how	  you	  can	  improve.	  	  At	  the	  very	  best,	  all	  
you	  get	  is	  an	  email	  that	  says	  “Thanks.”	  	  I	  know	  it	  doesn’t	  feel	  like	  it,	  but	  the	  constant	  feedback	  you	  get	  at	  
school	  is	  glorious.	  	  Enjoy	  it	  while	  it	  lasts.	  

When	  did	  you	  start	  wri3ng?	  

I’ve	  always	  done	  bits	  and	  pieces	  here	  and	  there,	  but	  the	  first	  big	  thing	  I	  wrote	  was	  probably	  a	  Harry	  
Po4er	  fan-‐ficKon	  when	  I	  was	  about	  12	  years	  old.	  	  It	  was	  20,000	  words	  of	  embarrassing.	  	  I	  regret	  nothing.	  

What’s	  your	  advice	  to	  pupils	  who	  want	  to	  begin	  wri3ng?	  

Write	  things	  without	  the	  intenKon	  of	  sharing	  them.	  	  It’s	  easy	  to	  get	  caught	  up	  in	  the	  worry	  of	  what	  
people	  will	  think,	  so	  start	  out	  wriKng	  just	  for	  yourself	  and	  then	  there’s	  much	  less	  pressure.	  	  Also,	  read	  
lots.	  	  
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