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Message from the Headteacher 
It’s hard to believe we are at the end of another school 
year!  Apologies for the lack of a June newsletter but 
we are having a new fire alarm fitted and we didn’t 
have access to the relevant computers to format the 
document. 

During this last term, our pupils have taken advantage 
of the wider curricular opportunities that we provide.  
241 Year 8 pupils had a great time on the hugely 
successful Battlefields trip, where they got to 
experience travel without their parents for the first time 
and had opportunity to reflect on the sacrifice so many 
have made for us, so that we can enjoy the freedom 
and opportunities we have today.  398 students in Years 
9 and 10 have successfully completed their DofE 
expeditions, which develops the sense of resilience 
and independence within our young people.  Our Year 
12 pupils completed their work shadowing, where they 
started to look in depth, for the first time, about what 
their career path may be once they have completed 
their studies. 
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Key Dates 

School Closes for the 
Summer Break 

Friday, 19th July 

School Reopens to 
Years 7 - 12 Students 

Wednesday, 4th September 

School Reopens to 
Year 13 Students 

Thursday, 5th September 

Year 11 Parents’ 
Information Evening 

Thursday, 12th September 

Year 10 Parents’ 
Information Evening 

Thursday, 19th September 

Year 9 Parent’s 
Information Evening  

Wednesday25th September 

 The Blue Coat School | Proud to be part of the Cranmer Education Trust
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Staying with wider curricular opportunities, last year the 
Sixth Form team introduced the Blues Programme.  This 
is a volunteering scheme for Year 12s to take part in so 
that they could “give something back” to the school 
community.   It was a huge success with 85 students 
giving more than 24 hours of time to the school in roles 
such as; Subject Mentors, Progress Partners, Homework 
Club Ambassadors, Teaching Assistants, Charity Club 
Coordinators etc.   

In this next academic year, we would like to roll the 
Blues Programme out to the local community and give 
our students the opportunity to volunteer with local 
groups and charities, so they can see how their 
volunteered hours positively impact their local 
community.   With the new curriculum model (students 
being free P5 on Q Wednesday) this could be an ideal 
opportunity for Year 12 students to extend their 
experiences to local groups. 

We would welcome the opportunity for local charities/
groups to provide our Year 12 students with the 
opportunity to apply for volunteer roles in your 
organisations.  So, if you feel this is something you 
could offer to our Year 12 students, or would like some 
further information on the Blues Programme, please 
contact our Head of Sixth Form, Mrs Devine for more 
information. 

Our last week of this academic year has been a busy 
one with our Year group celebration assemblies, 
Founder’s Day and our end of year service.  All these 
events gave us an opportunity to reflect on what has 
been achieved this year and it provided a fitting end to 
another excellent school year. 

As always, thank you for your continued support, and I 
hope you all manage to get some rest, relaxation and 
quality family time together over the summer break. 

Mr R. Higgins 
Headteacher 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Nuffield Placement 

Year 12 student Max 
Butterworth has obtained a 
Nuffield Research Placement 
with the Particle Physics group 
at Manchester University. 
Usually, schools are only 
entitled to apply for one 
students, however, we’ve 
managed to get an additional 2 
placements (although unpaid, 
barring transport costs), in the 
department of Materials at 
Manchester University. 

The additional places are going 
to Cameron Husselbury (who is 
about to commence his work 
shadowing placement at Jodrell 
Bank Observatory) and Callum 
Atkinson.  They will be working 
together on a project relating to 
the corrosion of oil pipes.  

Congratulations to all 3 
students for securing these 
placements. 
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Mosque Visit	  

On 26th June, Year 10 students visited Jalalabad Jamay Mosque 
to complement their study of Islam for their Religious Studies 
GCSE. Mufti Helal Mahmood gave them a tour of the mosque, a 
demonstration of washing and prayer and an explanation of the 
5 pillars of Islam. This was followed by a fascinating Q and A 
session discussing veiling, arranged marriages, the media's 
perception of Islam and Islamophobia. Mufti Helal was eager to 
answer the most difficult of questions and the students were 
enthralled listening to him. They commented on what an 
excellent trip it had been, how much more they understood the 
Islamic faith and how it brought what they learnt to life. 

Year 13 Prom 
The Year 13s celebrated an end to their school career with 
their Leavers’ Ball last month.  The event was planned and 
organised by a team of committed Senior Students and 
was held at the Radisson Edwardian Hotel in Manchester.   
Staff and students danced the night away to a classic mix 
of tunes provided by our very own DJ Mr Lowe, and a 
Photobooth thoroughly entertained everyone.  It truly was 
an evening to remember! 
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Year 7 Rugby 

Congratulations to our Year 7 
rugby team, who won the 
Oldham School’s Plate earlier 
this month, which was 
organised by the Super 
League Club Leeds Rhinos.  
Students also had the 
opportunity to meet with 
recently retired Leeds player 
Brett Delaney. 

On Another Note…. 

We had an extremely successful 
day at the Oldham Schools’ 
Track Athletics Competition this 
month, with students and teams 
winning medals galore. 

Bronze Medallists: 
Mia Bamford 
Henry Rutter 
Brandon Sham 
Lucy Aplin 
Y9 Boys Relay 
Silver Medallists: 
Hannah Diamond 
Kodey Davies 
Matthew Jones 
Molly Stevenson 
Tyler Chalk 
Lydia Harland 
Charlotte Beresford-
Hallam 
Lucy Cunliffe 
Y9 Girls Relay 
Gold Medallists: 
James McGraw 
Erin Pearson-Mulvey 
Emilia Platt 
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Year 8 Go4Set Project 

Twelve of our best Year 8 Design Technology students were 
selected to take part in the Go4SET project run by the Engineering 
Development Trust (EDT).   

The project ran over 10 weeks, and students had to work in teams 
of 6 to solve Engineering problems.  The students decided on a 
project to work on - the Eco-Classroom and The Business of 
Recycling, and they worked alongside their teachers and their 
industry mentor to research the topic, generate initial ideas and 
then model a practical outcome to showcase their design thinking.   

At the end of the project, students had to present their work to a 
panel of assessors, who are all industry experts in the field of 
Engineering and STEM.  They gave a verbal presentation of their 
experiences on the project, showcased their models on an 
exhibition stand and answered questions posed by the assessors. 

Our students were successful in two 
categories winning; The People's Choice 
Award, which is given for the best overall 
project as nominated by all the students 
taking part on the day, and Best Overall 
Project Award, which is given by all the 
industry assessors . 

Liverpool Textiles Trip 

This half term our Year 10 GCSE Textiles students went on a day 
trip to Liverpool, to attend both The World Museum and the 
Walker Art Gallery. Students were gathering primary research for 
their GCSE projects, which are personal investigations into a 
culture of their choosing or a natural form. The World Museum 
was particularly useful as its range of cultural exhibitions and over 
20,000 specimens of flora and fauna from the natural world 
meant pupils could see, photograph and in some cases touch 
and hold objects to inspire and push their creativity. 
A visit to the nearby Walker Art Museum allowed students to see 
examples of fashion and costume over the ages and look at 
details and fabric, which they then cross-referenced with their 
findings on a trend and inspiration reports from culture hot spots 
in Liverpool.  

The pupils were a shining example of a Blue 
Coat student and relished the opportunity 
to guide their own learning; all pupils came 
away with photographs, drawings and a 
wealth of information to use back in the 
classroom to best meet their assessment 
objectives. Well done girls! 
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Battlefields Week 

Several Year 8 students took 
part in the Battlefields 
curriculum week last month, 
and what a busy week it was.  
Pupils learnt about the 
significance of the poppy and 
made their own clay poppies in 
Art; they received a 
presentation from serving 
Soldiers where students gained 
a deeper knowledge of life in 
the army, the educational 
opportunities the army had to 
offer and the purpose of the 
Armed Forces. 

Students then went on to study 
a German soldier using 
methods applied by 
Archaeologists.  They 
researched who he was, how he 
died and who his family were. 
A trip to the Royal Armouries 
followed later in the week, 
where students had the 
opportunity to examine armour 
used in the World Wars, and to 
see an array of weapons from 
across the globe by spending 
time in themed displays and 
galleries. 

Friday was “food day” and 
students worked in groups to 
research famous foods related 
to France and Belgium.  
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Battlefields Residential 

Over 200 students and 24 staff recently returned from a 3-night stay in Ypres, Belgium as part of 
the Blue Coat School’s annual Year 8 trip.  A fantastic time was had by all involved. The logistics 
for this trip can be quite challenging and a special thank you must be given to Mrs Green and 
Miss Curley for all the time and preparation they put in to ensure that the trip was a success. Every 
year both the exemplary behaviour and the experiences we are able to provide for our students 
reinforces the importance of this trip, and this year was no different. Some of the student’s 
wanted to share their experiences, which are outlined below. 

Will: “As the sun rises on a rainy and stormy Wednesday morning, 
excitement fills me as I realise, I am in Belgium. The day was packed full of 
amazing things to do and one of them was going on a river cruise through 
the amazing town of Bruges. However, I would say one of the best things 
was going through a genuine WW1 trench in Sanctuary Wood. Here we will 
able to trudge through the terribly muddy trenches and witness the scarring 
landscape as a result of the war.  

On Thursday we went to the theme park Bellewaerde which was really fun going on all the 
exhilarating rides; it was a great way to socialise and practice our language skills. In the evening I 
was proud to be able to lay a wreath on behalf of our school during the Last Post Ceremony at 
the Menin Gate, in order to pay our respects to all of the soldiers that fought in the First World 
War.” 

Madeleine: “On our recent trip to Belgium, I enjoyed visiting the 
trenches and getting a feel as to how bad the conditions were. Visiting 
Tyne Cot gave us an insight into the scale of devastation caused by the 
war for Commonwealth countries. The number of graves for the soldiers 
who sacrificed their lives for us was very shocking and upsetting to see; 
especially as this is only a fraction of the total amount of lives lost in this 
conflict. In Belgium, I also enjoyed visiting Bruges and spending time 
with my friends and of course buying chocolate.  

On the second day we went to a theme park and spent the day going 
on all of the rides. Later that day, we attended the Menin Gate service in 
Ypres and I was very proud to lay the wreath to represent our school.” 

Ella: “The highlight of the trip, aside from being able to spend time with 
my friends, was finally having the opportunity to visit Tyne Cot cemetery 
on behalf of my family and see my great great Grandfather’s name 
“Walter Major” on the memorial to the missing. To have the chance to 
do this and be the first member of my family to be able to visit this site 
was amazing! I was able to lay a cross of remembrance as a sign of 
respect for the sacrifice he had made alongside all his comrades.”  

Don’t Forget to follow us on Twitter @BCOldham 
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Art and Photography Trip - Manchester 

Year 10 art and photography 
students recently enjoyed a 
day exploring the parts 
Manchester that they may 
not have seen or 
experienced before as the 
major stimulus for their final 
piece of assessed GCSE 
coursework. 

The morning was spent 
exploring the Cathedral, 
looking for interesting 
details amongst the 
architecture and stained 
glass. Students found 
inspiration in the 
contrasting architectural 
styles that can be found 
around the Cathedral 

Gardens, including the ultra-modern Urbis which houses 
the Football Museum, compared to the Victorian grandeur 
of the Corn Exchange. Followed by a contrasting walk 
around what is fast becoming an outdoor art gallery with 
world class street art to be found hidden down the back 
alleys of the Northern Quarter. 

The afternoon was spent 
taking in the exhibitions at 
Manchester City Art Gallery, 
including the ‘Get Together 
and Get Things Done’ 
exhibition which is part of a 
city-wide programme in 2019 
to commemorate the 
bicentenary of the Peterloo 
Massacre. 
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Maths Olympiad 

The school recently celebrated 
the amazing success of Year 8 
student Jack Pennystan, in the 
Junior UKMT Challenge.  

Achieving an unprecedented “full 
marks” in this tricky test, Jack by-
passed the next round and went 
straight into the Junior Olympiad 
2019.   

We are pleased to say that Jack 
performed exceptionally well in 
this contest, coming away with a 
school record score of 49 which 
carries him not only to a 
Certificate of Distinction, but also 
to a school-first bronze medal! 

Year 9 Girls’ Rounders 

Our Year 9 girls finished off an 
incredible year of sport last week 
by becoming Oldham Schools’ 
Rounders Cup Champions.  A 
fabulous accolade for the girls on 
what has been an amazing 
sporting year! 



Newsletter of the Blue Coat School 19 July 2019

Senior Students 2019/20 

Head Boy:  Max Butterworth 
Head Girl:  Eve Parker 
Deputy Head Boys: Jack Payton and Samuel Smithies 
Deputy Head Girls: Kirsten Fletcher and Ana Ferreira 

BH House Captains: Lucas Hogg and Molly Silcock 
BH Deputies:  Leo Matthews and Lucy Hampshire 

LM House Captains: Charlie Smith and Rachel Diamond 
LM Deputies:  Patrick Thompson and Holly Robson 

RW House Captains: James Goddard and Jessica Kelly 
RW Deputies:   Henry Raynes and Chloe Barker 

Year 7 Lead:  Kaya Byron-Coley 
Year 8 Lead:  Rebekah Nykorak 
Year 9 Lead:  Tom Bradbury 
Year 10 Lead:  Liberty Collard 
Year 11 Lead:  Phoebe Bamford 

Year 7 Captains:  Jack Bragg, Joe Bigland and Kate Litten 

Year 8 Captains:  Lucy Reeves, Maryam Rasul, Vikesh Mistry 
    and Lucy Howard 

Year 9 Captains:  Samia Ahmed, Charlotte Blakeney, Sam  
    Williamson and Lizzy Broughton 

Year 10 Captains: Masuna Chowdhury, Rish Doot and Jack 
    Green 

Year 11 Captains: Zack Smith, Lucy Farrow, Kian O’Connor 
    and Ridhiya Shaj 

Progress Mentors: Hannah Frost, Ella McEvoy, Matthew  
    Bailey, Sophie Andrew, Harriet Harland,  
    Matilda Margol-Gromada, Ayshah  
    Khatun, Fletcher Evans & Jemma Fricker
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History of Shopping 

You may have seen on our Twitter 
page earlier this year that some 
Year 7 students worked on a joint 
project with MMU and Central 
Library to create an exhibition 
board displaying the history of 
Manchester through its shops.  We 
have just been informed that the 
judges were so impressed with 
their concept and overall design 
that our Year 7 girls have been 
awarded ‘Best Overall Secondary 
School’. 

Programming at Mayfield 

Mr Mkandawire, Head of 
Computer Science recently visited 
Mayfield Primary to give the Year 4 
children an opportunity to 
experience some of the core 
concepts of programming in a fun 
and accessible way, and also build 
critical thinking amongst the pupils 
as well as introducing basic 
concepts like as sequencing and 
algorithms. 
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What It Takes - Eleanor Prince (Researcher - 
Public Sector)                 

When	  were	  you	  at	  Blue	  Coat?	  
	  2012	  -‐	  2014	  

What	  do	  you	  par3cularly	  remember	  from	  your	  3me	  at	  
Blue	  Coat?	  
I	  remember	  thoroughly	  enjoying	  English	  lessons.	  
Teaching	  staff	  used	  to	  organise	  theatre	  trips	  for	  our	  class	  
which	  were	  especially	  enjoyable,	  and	  this	  meant	  I	  got	  to	  
see	  plays	  I	  never	  would	  have	  thought	  to	  go	  to.	  	  Now	  
I	  live	  in	  London	  I	  got	  at	  least	  once	  a	  fortnight!	  

What	  do	  you	  wish	  you	  knew	  back	  then?	  
Not	  to	  be	  afraid	  of	  making	  mistakes,	  as	  long	  as	  l	  learned	  
from	  them.	  I	  used	  to	  get	  really	  anxious	  about	  being	  
tested	  at	  school	  in	  case	  I	  didn’t	  do	  as	  well	  as	  I	  wanted.	  If	  
you	  can	  stay	  determined	  when	  you	  get	  a	  set	  back	  and	  
allow	  yourself	  to	  be	  okay	  with	  not	  geIng	  it	  right	  all	  the	  
Jme,	  everything	  becomes	  a	  lot	  less	  daunJng	  

	  	  
What's	  your	  best/worst	  memory	  of	  school?	  
I	  broke	  my	  fingers	  on	  the	  biology	  field	  trip	  at	  the	  end	  of	  Year	  12,	  and	  two	  staff	  members	  had	  to	  sJtch	  
me	  up	  quite	  late	  at	  night.	  	  I	  had	  to	  go	  on	  work	  experience	  the	  next	  week	  with	  3	  mangled	  fingers!	  	  I	  sJll	  
have	  the	  scar.	  	  Injuries	  aside,	  it	  was	  a	  very	  memorable	  trip	  

What	  are	  you	  doing	  now?	  
I	  work	  as	  a	  researcher	  in	  the	  public	  sector.	  I	  can’t	  say	  too	  much	  about	  the	  specifics,	  but	  I	  work	  on	  a	  
variety	  of	  complex	  projects	  associated	  with	  social	  jusJce,	  using	  evidence	  to	  inform	  decision-‐making.	  	  At	  
university	  I	  specialised	  in	  the	  psychology	  of	  social	  issues	  so	  it’s	  great	  to	  be	  able	  to	  put	  what	  I	  learned	  
into	  pracJce	  

Did	  you	  ever	  expect	  to	  be	  doing	  what	  you’re	  doing	  now?	  
Not	  really.	  	  I	  knew	  I	  wanted	  to	  study	  psychology	  but	  didn’t	  really	  know	  what	  I	  could	  do	  with	  the	  degree.	  	  
I’ve	  been	  really	  lucky	  with	  the	  opportuniJes	  I’ve	  had	  so	  early	  on	  in	  my	  degree	  and	  look	  forward	  
to	  learning	  and	  progressing	  

How	  did	  your	  school	  studies	  contribute	  to	  what	  you	  are	  doing	  now?	  
I	  did	  an	  EPQ	  when	  I	  was	  in	  Year	  13,	  and	  part	  of	  that	  involved	  doing	  a	  presentaJon,	  and	  being	  
interviewed	  and	  challenged	  on	  what	  my	  conclusions	  were.	  	  When	  I	  was	  at	  University	  I	  presented	  at	  
conferences	  in	  America	  and	  Europe	  in	  front	  of	  people	  far	  more	  qualified	  than	  myself	  but	  having	  done	  
the	  EPQ	  it	  helped	  to	  prepare	  me	  for	  their	  quesJoning.	  	  In	  my	  current	  role	  I	  oTen	  present	  to	  senior	  
colleagues	  -‐	  having	  previous	  experience	  really	  helps	  with	  my	  nerves	  

What	  about	  your	  hobbies	  and	  interests	  back	  then.	  	  How	  did	  they	  contribute?	  
I	  funded	  a	  guiding	  trip	  to	  Armenia	  when	  I	  was	  in	  Year	  13	  which	  was	  a	  really	  unique	  experience.	  	  It	  was	  
the	  first	  Jme	  that	  I	  had	  to	  monitor	  and	  work	  on	  a	  large-‐scale	  project	  from	  beginning	  to	  end.	  	  I	  had	  to	  do	  
something	  on	  a	  much	  larger	  scale	  when	  I	  ran	  a	  ball	  at	  university,	  and	  this	  gave	  me	  great	  examples	  for	  
job	  interviews	  that	  have	  since	  landed	  me	  the	  role	  I	  am	  currently	  in	  	  

What’s	  your	  advice	  to	  pupils	  who	  want	  to	  get	  into	  a	  similar	  career?	  
Don’t	  be	  put	  off	  because	  something	  looks	  scary	  or	  you’re	  afraid	  you	  might	  not	  succeed.	  Someone	  has	  to	  
get	  the	  place,	  get	  the	  A,	  get	  the	  job	  etc.	  There’s	  no	  reason	  if	  you	  work	  hard	  and	  take	  many	  of	  the	  
opportuniJes	  you’re	  privileged	  with	  at	  a	  school	  like	  Blue	  Coat,	  that	  you	  should	  let	  anything	  stand	  in	  your	  
way	  
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