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Message from the Headteacher 
Welcome to the new half term.  I hope you all enjoyed 
some quality family time over the half term break. 

Much of this month’s newsletter focuses on the 
wonderful opportunities many of our pupils experienced 
over half term, with trips to Bad Gastein and America.  I 
must thank those staff who gave up their half term 
holidays to supervise these trips, in order that our pupils 
get these opportunities that develop their 
independence, and widen their global perspective. 

This term there are a number of events taking place from 
our wider curriculum offer, that allow our pupils to 
experience different opportunities and hopefully 
develop wider interests.  To name but a few, this term 
pupils can take part in Brilliant Club, the Fashion Show, 
Murder Mystery, as well as taking advantage of the 
extensive extra-curricular activities available.   The Easter 
Concert also takes place on 2nd April. 
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Key Dates 

Year 10 Parents’ 
Evening 

Wednesday, 6th March 

Year 7 Parents’ Evening 
(Part 1) 

Thursday, 21st March 

Paris Trip Departs 

Saturday, 23rd March 

Paris Trip Returns 

Monday, 25th March 

Futures Exhibition 

Tuesday, 26th March  

Year 7 Parents’ Evening 
(Part 2) 

Thursday, 28th March 

Gold DofE Practice 1 

Friday, 29th March 
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As always, I suggest that our young people take 
advantage of as many of these opportunities as possible, 
as these are often the events that they remember from 
their time at school.  It also gives our pupils the 
opportunity to mix with different pupils from all age 
ranges across the school and emphasises the strength 
and importance of our school community. 

In relation to our school community, we have now had 
our interview with the DfE about the possibility of 
opening a new free school #BlueCoat2.  We will find out 
the outcome in the summer term, and I will let you know 
as soon as we do.  Many thanks to the large numbers of 
parents who registered an interest in and supported the 
development of this potential new free school. 

We are  currently preparing for our Lenten Communions 
and end of Year Easter Service, which indicates that we 
are already halfway through the academic year!  Our Year 
11 and Year 13 pupils are now fully immersed in their 
preparation for their final examinations.  For the rest of 
the pupils, the priority is to build on the learning 
behaviours and knowledge they have established earlier 
in the year.  The second half of the school year is where 
our pupils really start to link and apply the knowledge 
and understanding they have developed earlier in the 
year, which deepens and cements their learning for the 
future. 

This half term started off with an uncharacteristic, but 
very welcome, warm couple of days, which hopefully is a 
sign that spring and lighter evenings and mornings will 
soon be with us. 

As always, thank you for your continued support. 

Mr R. Higgins 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The Student View 

Viva Journalism! 

The English Department 
have managed to secure a place 
for Blue Coat students on a 
Google sponsored 
innovative journalism 
programme called The Student 
View.  Students will be 
participating in three workshops 
delivered by a national 
journalist, learning how to write 
for the media on a local and 
national level, with a view to 
publish these articles in some of 
Britain's leading newspapers.  
The students really enjoyed the 
first session and have selected 
interesting issues to write about 
including inner city crime, 
council budget cuts, community 
cohesion and the moor fires!  

Watch this space and The Blue 
Coat Creative Writing Blog for 
updates. 

Biology Olympiad 

Seventeen of our Year 13 
Biology students took part in 
the Biology Olympiad and sat 
two online test papers at the 
start of this month. 

Four students achieved a silver 
award, two achieved a bronze 
award, and five achieved 
commended awards. 

It's wonderful to hear that so 
many of them did so well, as 
they worked extremely hard to 
prepare for it. 
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Girls’ U14 Rugby Team	  
The Girls’ U14 Rugby Team recently represented the 
school at the North West Qualifiers in Wigan.  The team 
played brilliantly and have now qualified for the North 
West Semi-Final on Tuesday 12th March.   

Girls’ U14 Netball 
Our Year 9 girls netball 
team continued their 
impressive season by 
adding 'U14 County 
Champions' to their 
achievements.  

They played against some 
formidable teams during 
the tournament last 
weekend at Wright 
Robinson Sports College.  They won all their group stage 
matches and that set a semi-final against local rivals 
Saddleworth.  Having beat Saddleworth, the final was 
against Bury Grammar, winning this match 19-11. 

The squad played exceptionally well.  What a great time to 
peak, with the National Schools finals just two weeks away.  
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Eco Club 

EcoClub has continued on this 
term, and this month’s project 
was making bird boxes. Using 
recycled wood, the students 
constructed one box each. 
Choosing the size of hole 
dependant on the type of birds 
they wanted to nest, larger 
holes for birds such as starlings 
and smaller for ones for blue 
tits.  In all, twenty one bird 
boxes were made. 

Try Dives 

We have now completed 
thirty five Try Dives with great 
success.  The students were 
brilliant, and all came out 
with a big grin on their face.  
We are now sorting out the 
next stage, the full 
qualification lessons.  The 
type of student we have at 
Blue Coat was exemplified by 
the fact that, knowing the 
lead instructor is Dutch, one 
of the students learnt how to 
say thank you in Dutch.   
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USA Trip 

After a 7½ hour flight to Washington Dullas Airport from London, 
forty six students and seven staff made their way to the Capitol 
Skyline Hotel, overlooking the famous US Capitol Building to bed 
down, rest and be ready for two days of exciting sightseeing 
around the United States Capital City. 

Over the next two days, we 
took in sights such as the 
Capitol Building, Lincoln 
Memorial, World War 2 
Memorial, The White 
House, Korean War 
Memorial, Vietnam War 
Memorial, Albert Einstein 
Monument, The 
Washington Monument, 
Jefferson Memorial, Martin Luther King Memorial and the Hoover 
Memorial to name but a few.  We also visited part of the 
Smithsonian Museums, some of us visited the Holocaust Museum 
and we all got the opportunity to see the original Bill of Rights, 
the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution, all 
situated in the National Archives on the National Mall. 

Monday saw a whistle stop trip to Philadelphia where we 
stopped at the National Constitution Centre to look at the Liberty 
Bell and Independence Hall, where the Declaration of 
Independence was first signed. We also took the opportunity to 
meet up with Adam Watson, one of last year’s Year 13 students, 
who is currently studying International Relations in Philadelphia.  
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Bad Gastein 

Once again, the annual ski trip 
was great success! 

Eighty nine students from Year 9 
to Year 13, along with twelve  
staff boarded the coaches and 
embarked on a 27-hour journey 
to Bad Gastein in Austria. After a 
much needed night’s sleep 
students headed straight for the 
slopes. Students spent 4 days 
skiing in the Dorfgastein region 
and were spoilt for conditions 
with 4 days of bluebird skiing. 

Over half the cohort started as 
beginners but by the end of the 
week were flying down red and 
blue runs faster than a silver 
bullet. More advanced skiers 
developed their skills learning 
to transfer from parallel skiing 
into carving train track lines into 
the piste. 

On day six, the power of nature 
took its toll with high winds and 
snowfall, however, this only 
made for more challenging and 
exciting skiing in a new region, 
and allowed students to put 
their ski skills to good use! 

Whilst other ski trips have been 
successful, this trip with its 
outstanding weather, 
knowledgeable instructors, 
highly efficient ski reps, and  
impeccably behaved students 
made for the perfect half term. 

It was a fantastic trip that will 
leave lasting memories for all 
involved. 
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It was wonderful to catch up with him and to see how life after Blue 
Coat is treating him!  And you can’t go to Philly without running up 
the Rocky Steps! 

Then on to New York City and our hotel, the Double Tree by Hilton, 
just around the corner from Times Square. Amazing does not do 
this place justice and we ice skated and rode bikes in Central Park, 
visited the top of the Empire State Building, and took in Pretty 
Woman – The Musical on Broadway.  We also had pictures in Times 
Square, went to Grand Central Station, had a tour of the UN 
building, visited the Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island, took in the 
new World Trade One tower and it’s memorial to 9/11. We even 
had time for a snowball fight on the Staten Island Ferry and a visit to 
one or two of the shops that 5th Avenue had to offer. 

Everyone had an amazing time and made memories that will last a 
lifetime. An amazing trip with some amazing students who were an 
absolute credit to the school and their families in every way.  

Watch our for our student report in our March Newsletter! 
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Duke of Edinburgh 

The Bronze Training has progressed well.  All of Year 9 have 
now had first aid lessons and have a basic knowledge of CPR, 
recovery position and basic first aid procedures.  We have also 
had our annual teamwork and leadership development 
sessions from Oldham Sports Development, and it’s now 
getting towards the point where teams are chosen and the 
expeditions are on the horizon. 

Futures 
Exhibition
Our Futures Event takes place 
on Tuesday, 26th March in the 
school hall.  Check out the 
flyer to find out who will be in 
attendance. 
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What It Takes - Tim Winter (Rolls Royce)                 

When	  were	  you	  at	  Blue	  Coat?	  	  	  
I	  started	  at	  Blue	  Coat	  in	  2010	  as	  a	  Year	  7	  and	  con6nued	  a7er	  my	  
GCSE’s	  through	  to	  Sixth	  Form,	  leaving	  in	  2017.	  	  

What	  do	  you	  par3cularly	  remember	  from	  you	  3me	  at	  Blue	  Coat?	  
I	  thoroughly	  enjoyed	  my	  6me	  at	  Blue	  Coat,	  however	  my	  most	  
memorable	  and	  proudest	  moment	  was	  being	  appointed	  Head	  Boy.	  	  

What	  do	  you	  wish	  you	  knew	  back	  then?	  
I	  think	  Blue	  Coat	  prepared	  me	  very	  well	  for	  the	  future,	  however,	  I	  wish	  I	  knew	  what	  I	  wanted	  to	  do	  at	  an	  earlier	  
stage.	  	  Although	  it	  is	  some6mes	  hard	  to	  know	  what	  you	  want	  to	  do	  at	  that	  stage,	  and	  it	  is	  certainly	  a	  big	  decision	  
when	  it	  comes	  to	  deciding	  on	  your	  career,	  but	  on	  reflec6on	  I	  believe	  that	  experimen6ng	  with	  work	  experience	  and	  
figuring	  out	  what	  I	  really	  did	  enjoy	  at	  an	  earlier	  stage	  would	  be	  useful.	  	  Many	  companies	  and	  universi6es	  look	  for	  
subject	  related	  ac6vi6es,	  so	  gePng	  involved	  in	  subject	  related	  extra-‐curricular	  ac6vity	  would	  be	  really	  useful	  for	  
an	  applica6on.	  	  If	  you	  don’t	  want	  to	  get	  involved	  in	  this,	  or	  don’t	  enjoy	  that	  ac6vity	  that	  you’re	  doing,	  then	  this	  
could	  be	  another	  way	  of	  figuring	  out	  what	  you	  want	  to	  do!	  	  

What's	  your	  worst	  memory	  of	  school?	  
The	  worst	  6me	  in	  school	  would	  have	  to	  be	  exam	  periods!	  	  Although	  they	  are	  tough,	  they	  go	  by	  quickly	  and	  it	  is	  
exci6ng	  to	  see	  where	  your	  hard	  work	  will	  take	  you	  on	  results	  day!	  	  Work	  hard	  and	  enjoy	  the	  6me	  off	  a7erwards	  	  

What	  are	  you	  doing	  now?	  
I	  am	  currently	  on	  a	  degree	  appren6ceship	  programme	  with	  Rolls-‐Royce.	  	  This	  consists	  of	  undertaking	  a	  full-‐6me	  
job	  role	  throughout	  the	  week,	  and	  at	  the	  same	  6me	  as	  doing	  a	  fully	  funded	  Degree	  on	  a	  day	  release	  basis.	  	  I	  
received	  6	  months	  ‘world	  class’	  training	  from	  some	  of	  the	  best	  engineers	  in	  the	  company	  to	  give	  me	  a	  sound	  
knowledge	  of	  engineering	  principles,	  which	  ensured	  that	  I	  was	  prepared	  and	  competent	  to	  complete	  the	  tasks	  
that	  I	  am	  given	  within	  the	  business	  environment.	  

Once	  training	  is	  completed,	  I	  am	  placed	  into	  4	  different	  areas	  of	  the	  business	  over	  a	  2-‐year	  period	  to	  gain	  a	  real	  
understanding	  of	  how	  the	  company	  func6ons,	  how	  the	  sectors	  work	  together	  and	  which	  type	  of	  job	  role	  I	  enjoy	  
and	  am	  suited	  to	  the	  most.	  The	  training	  and	  job	  roles	  completed	  also	  give	  me	  an	  NVQ	  qualifica6on	  on	  top	  of	  my	  
degree.	  	  A7er	  I	  have	  completed	  my	  programme,	  I	  will	  most	  likely	  be	  given	  a	  full-‐6me	  job	  role	  within	  the	  sector	  
that	  I	  performed	  well	  in	  and	  enjoyed	  the	  most!	  	  

I	  am	  given	  lots	  of	  responsibility	  within	  my	  job	  role	  and	  work	  with	  many	  different	  people	  to	  complete	  tasks.	  I	  am	  
some6mes	  le7	  to	  complete	  crucial	  tasks	  as	  an	  individual,	  and	  liaise	  with	  many	  people	  throughout	  the	  business,	  
which	  gives	  me	  the	  opportunity	  to	  create	  new	  contacts	  and	  improves	  my	  communica6on	  skills	  and	  independence.	  
This	  gives	  me	  a	  real	  sense	  of	  value	  and	  belonging	  within	  the	  team	  and	  company	  as	  a	  whole.	  Although	  there	  are	  
challenges	  and	  obstacles	  along	  with	  pressures	  to	  complete	  tasks	  to	  a	  high	  standard,	  it	  is	  very	  rewarding	  and	  
character	  building	  and	  I	  feel	  I	  have	  learned	  so	  much	  more	  with	  having	  the	  opportunity	  to	  do	  a	  job	  as	  well	  as	  a	  
degree.	  The	  applica6ons	  of	  my	  degree	  work	  really	  brings	  my	  learning	  to	  life	  and	  enhances	  my	  university	  
experience.	  

There	  are	  a	  wide	  range	  of	  schemes	  at	  the	  company	  that	  range	  from	  business	  and	  finance,	  engineering,	  supply	  
chain	  and	  logis6cs,	  chemical	  labs	  and	  data	  labs.	  So	  if	  you	  are	  interested	  in	  any	  aspect	  of	  engineering	  or	  business,	  
there	  is	  something	  for	  everyone	  at	  Rolls-‐Royce.	  	  

Did	  you	  ever	  expect	  to	  be	  doing	  what	  you're	  doing	  now?	  
Before	  I	  heard	  about	  the	  appren6ceship	  scheme,	  I	  was	  expec6ng	  to	  go	  to	  university,	  without	  much	  of	  an	  idea	  of	  
what	  I	  wanted	  to	  do.	  I	  never	  expected	  to	  be	  in	  the	  posi6on	  I	  am	  today!	  I	  heard	  about	  the	  appren6ceship	  scheme	  
though	  UCAS	  events,	  work	  experience	  at	  the	  company	  and	  online	  research.	  Although	  I	  liked	  the	  idea	  of	  going	  to	  
university,	  I	  felt	  that	  is	  wasn’t	  exactly	  the	  right	  route	  for	  me,	  so	  having	  the	  opportunity	  to	  do	  both	  university	  and	  
learning	  on	  the	  job	  whilst	  being	  paid	  was	  a	  unique	  opportunity	  that	  sounded	  perfect	  for	  me.	  Many	  people	  expect	  
that	  adult	  responsibili6es	  come	  a7er	  university,	  but	  I	  have	  had	  the	  opportunity	  to	  understand	  finances	  (such	  as	  
taxes,	  pensions	  and	  share	  scheme	  investment)	  and	  aspects	  of	  working	  life	  at	  an	  earlier	  stage,	  which	  I	  believe	  sets	  
me	  up	  well	  for	  later	  life.	  I	  didn’t	  expect	  to	  get	  the	  chance	  to	  become	  so	  independent	  at	  this	  stage	  in	  my	  career.	  	  

The Blue Coat School �6



Newsletter of the Blue Coat School 28 February 2019

How	  did	  your	  studies	  contribute	  to	  what	  you're	  doing	  now?	  
I	  use	  my	  previous	  and	  current	  studies	  on	  a	  day	  to	  day	  basis.	  I	  studied	  maths,	  chemistry	  and	  physics	  at	  A-‐level	  and	  
use	  these	  subjects	  daily	  in	  my	  work	  and	  at	  university.	  The	  wide	  range	  of	  tasks	  that	  I	  undertake	  within	  my	  job	  role	  
means	  that	  there	  is	  always	  an	  opportunity	  to	  use	  my	  previous	  studies	  and	  apply	  them	  in	  the	  workplace.	  	  

I	  have	  the	  opportunity	  to	  further	  my	  knowledge	  of	  these	  subjects	  at	  university	  whilst	  doing	  a	  mechanical	  
engineering	  degree.	  Not	  only	  do	  I	  use	  my	  A-‐level	  studies,	  but	  core	  skills	  from	  GCSEs	  have	  helped	  also.	  Core	  English	  
skills	  are	  used	  constantly	  to	  effec6vely	  communicate	  with	  the	  team	  and	  format	  emails	  and	  lecers	  correctly,	  whilst	  
religious	  studies	  helps	  with	  the	  apprecia6on	  of	  the	  company	  values	  with	  regards	  to	  ethics	  and	  diversity.	  	  

How	  did	  your	  hobbies	  and	  interests	  at	  the	  3me	  contribute	  with	  what	  you	  are	  doing	  now?	  
As	  with	  many	  programmes	  nowadays,	  but	  especially	  in	  Rolls-‐Royce,	  employers	  are	  looking	  for	  well-‐rounded	  
individuals,	  not	  just	  the	  academic	  achievements	  (although	  these	  are	  important!).	  I	  enjoyed	  playing	  sports	  such	  as	  
hockey	  and	  basketball	  whilst	  also	  playing	  the	  drums	  and	  guitar.	  This	  gave	  me	  the	  opportunity	  to	  demonstrate	  my	  
ability	  to	  work	  well	  in	  a	  team,	  demonstrate	  leadership	  quali6es	  and	  learn	  new	  skills.	  I	  was	  able	  to	  use	  these	  
hobbies	  to	  demonstrate	  how	  I	  felt	  I	  would	  work	  well	  within	  the	  company,	  and	  why	  they	  should	  hire	  me.	  The	  
opportuni6es	  that	  were	  provided	  by	  Blue	  Coat	  enriched	  my	  applica6on	  and	  the	  skills	  that	  I	  need	  today.	  Extra-‐
curricular	  ac6vi6es	  such	  as	  The	  Duke	  of	  Edinburgh	  award	  provided	  an	  excellent	  opportunity	  to	  develop	  personal	  
skills	  through	  volunteering,	  the	  residen6al,	  hiking	  and	  the	  physical	  skills	  and	  ac6vi6es.	  The	  challenges	  overcome	  
are	  o7en	  similar	  to	  those	  found	  in	  the	  workplace,	  therefore	  preparing	  me	  well	  for	  working	  life.	  	  	  	  	  

Did	  you	  receive	  encouragement	  from	  anyone?	  
The	  support	  I	  received	  to	  get	  me	  to	  where	  I	  am	  today	  was	  incredible.	  I	  was	  given	  the	  opportunity	  to	  do	  prac6ce	  
interviews,	  which	  provided	  helpful	  feedback	  to	  improve	  on	  my	  delivery	  of	  the	  different	  types	  of	  interview	  formats	  
that	  I	  had	  to	  progress	  through.	  Even	  though	  the	  applica6on	  process	  didn’t	  involve	  a	  personal	  statement	  as	  such	  (as	  
with	  UCAS),	  I	  feel	  I	  was	  given	  equal	  help	  with	  wri6ng	  my	  CV,	  cover	  lecer	  and	  applica6on	  essay	  as	  family	  and	  
teachers	  alike	  were	  always	  willing	  to	  help.	  It	  is	  a	  pres6gious	  programme	  with	  an	  industry	  leading	  and	  world-‐
renowned	  company,	  so	  suppor6ng	  people	  were	  keen	  for	  me	  to	  apply	  and	  encouraged	  me	  along	  the	  way.	  Even	  
though	  this	  wasn’t	  the	  normal	  route	  to	  take	  for	  higher	  educa6on	  (such	  as	  university),	  I	  was	  always	  supported	  in	  
my	  decision.	  I	  felt	  scep6cal	  about	  my	  chances	  of	  being	  accepted	  at	  the	  6me,	  but	  now	  believe	  it	  was	  down	  to	  the	  
encouragement	  and	  support	  that	  I	  got	  from	  staff	  at	  Blue	  Coat	  and	  my	  family,	  that	  I	  am	  in	  the	  posi6on	  that	  I	  am	  
today.	  	  
	  	  	  
What's	  your	  advice	  to	  pupils	  who	  are	  thinking	  about	  their	  pathway	  post-‐16/post-‐18?	  
Get	  some	  relevant	  work	  experience.	  This	  was	  really	  useful	  for	  me	  as	  it	  allowed	  me	  to	  understand	  what	  I	  enjoyed	  
and	  what	  I	  wanted	  to	  do	  in	  future.	  Even	  if	  you	  don’t	  enjoy	  your	  work	  experience,	  you	  then	  understand	  that	  maybe	  
that	  career	  path	  isn’t	  for	  you.	  I	  was	  lucky	  and	  managed	  to	  get	  work	  experience	  within	  Rolls-‐Royce	  and	  loved	  it!	  I	  
managed	  to	  hear	  about	  the	  appren6ce	  and	  graduate	  schemes	  on	  offer	  and	  it	  really	  made	  me	  want	  to	  come	  back	  
permanently.	  If	  you	  don’t	  do	  work	  experience	  in	  areas	  that	  you	  think	  you	  might	  enjoy	  or	  take	  an	  interest	  in,	  you	  
might	  not	  find	  out	  about	  some	  great	  alterna6ve	  opportuni6es.	  	  
Work	  hard	  and	  learn	  from	  mistakes.	  The	  6me	  leading	  up	  to	  exams	  goes	  very	  quickly	  when	  you	  look	  back,	  so	  take	  
every	  opportunity	  that	  you	  can	  to	  help	  you	  get	  the	  results	  to	  get	  you	  to	  where	  you	  want	  to	  be.	  If	  you	  work	  hard	  in	  
a	  smart	  way,	  the	  possibili6es	  are	  endless!	  	  
Explore	  other	  op6ons.	  Personally,	  I	  found	  that,	  although	  university	  is	  a	  good	  op6on,	  it	  wasn’t	  necessarily	  for	  me.	  
Explore	  the	  other	  opportuni6es	  that	  are	  available	  at	  post-‐16	  and	  post-‐18,	  even	  if	  you	  think	  that	  you	  are	  set	  on	  an	  
op6on,	  you	  might	  find	  something	  that	  will	  suit	  you.	  	  
Get	  involved	  in	  as	  many	  extracurricular	  ac6vi6es	  as	  you	  can	  as	  this	  will	  enhance	  your	  CV/personal	  statement	  
massively	  and	  allows	  you	  to	  demonstrate	  skills	  and	  personal	  acributes	  in	  many	  different	  ways.	  Employers	  and	  
universi6es	  are	  looking	  for	  well-‐rounded	  individuals.	  	  

What	  are	  your	  future	  career	  goals?	  
I	  would	  like	  to	  grow	  and	  develop	  myself	  as	  a	  person	  as	  I	  make	  my	  way	  through	  the	  business.	  I	  look	  forward	  to	  the	  
opportunity	  to	  having	  a	  wide	  variety	  of	  jobs	  and	  experiences,	  and	  hopefully	  have	  the	  chance	  to	  travel	  the	  world	  
with	  this	  global	  company.	  The	  opportunity	  to	  watch	  idea’s	  develop	  into	  reality	  and	  see	  the	  latest	  industry	  leading	  
technology	  on	  a	  day	  to	  day	  basis	  excites	  me.	  	  
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