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Message from the Headteacher 
Happy New Year to you all and wishing you the very 
best for 2019. 

The spring term is now well under way and in the first 
four weeks our pupils have already taken advantage 
of some fantastic opportunities.  We’ve also already 
had two very successful and productive Parents’ 
Evenings with our Year 11 and Year 13 pupils, as 
these specific year groups start the preparations for 
their final exams. 

After consultation with a parental working group last 
year, we changed the format for our Year 11 Parents’ 
Evening.  I managed to speak to a number of parents 
on the evening itself, but if you have any thoughts or 
comments about the new format, please email 
secretary@blue-coat.org 

It has come to my attention that some parents are 
still having issues with MyEd or are still not sure how 
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Key Dates 

School Closes to 
Students 

Friday, 15th February 

Ski Trip Departs 

Friday, 15th February 

USA Trip Departs 

Friday, 15th February 

USA Trip Returns 

Friday, 22nd February 

Ski Trip Returns 

Saturday, 23rd February  

School Re-Opens to 
Students 

Monday, 25th February 

Royal Exchange Visit - 
Sixth Form 

Wednesday, 27th February 
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to access messages from it.  After discussions with 
parents and our IT providers, I have been given some 
useful advice to pass on to improve the quality of 
communication some parents are receiving.  Please 
follow the link for further information.  https://
www.blue-coat.oldham.sch.uk/parents/my-ed-
communication-issues/  

After what has been a very mild winter so far, last 
week witnessed our first bit of disruption caused by 
snow.  I’d like to say it will be the first and last of the 
problems caused by snow this year, but 
unfortunately, I’m not so confident! 

As always at this time of year, could I ask parents to 
remind themselves of our procedures when we 
experience inclement weather.  Remember the 
decision to send a pupil to school or not is up to the 
parents, which will be based on conditions in your 
local area.  Once the pupils are in school, we will 
look after them and update parents with any 
developments on the weather.  Please do not arrive 
at school to collect children or drive on the school 
site to do so – it makes dealing with challenging 
conditions even more difficult. 

It has been a busy start to the term, and there will be 
plenty of wider curricular activities and opportunities 
for our young people to take part in as the term 
progresses.  As I said at the start of the year, it’s 
about making sure that our pupils take full 
advantage of the wonderful events and activities on 
offer to them that sit outside of their regular 
curriculum  These are the activities that will develop 
their love for learning and develop the passions and 
curiosities that they will take into their adult lives. 

As always, thank you for your continued help and 
support 
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Oxbridge Success 

We are very proud to announce 
that five students have been 
awarded places at Oxford and 
Cambridge this year.  This is 
down to not only their hard 
work in lessons but also their 
commitment to the wider 
curriculum: attending open 
days, summer schools, reading 
around the subject 
and entering competitions and 
Olympiads.   

The students are as follows: 
AMJAD, Rehman 18 
Cambridge St Johns 
Natural Science 

MALONEY Will 18  
Oxford Worcester 
Earth Science 

MCCLURE, Olivia 18 
Cambridge St Johns 
Law 

MURRAY, Hannah 17 
Oxford Exeter 
Economics & 
Management 

PRINCE, Jennifer 18 
Oxford 
English Literature 
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Engineering Scheme	  

The Engineering Education Scheme (EES) had their 
residential using the facilities of the University of Liverpool 
Engineering School.  

The team of four Year 12 students are working with local 
company Innovative Technology to design and 
manufacture a system of adding and retaining tension in a 
stacker plate which is used to hold money notes in place 
in automated machines. The team have worked on the 
practical model, their written report, and their 
presentation, which will be given to industry experts later 
in the year. By completing the scheme, students will 
achieve their Industrial Cadets Award and can use their 
work to apply for their Gold CREST award.	  

Drama Success 

17 students in Years 10 and 11 have completed their Arts 
Leadership Award. They have been awarded their Bronze 
Arts Award, accredited by Trinity College London. 

Students have worked extremely hard and the moderator 
was extremely impressed with the professionalism of 
students' performance work, their leadership skills as well 
as their confidence and creativity. Students have taken part 
in a range of visits, workshops with external practitioners 
and The National Theatre Connections project. 
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Try Dive 

The Try Dives are back and 
35 pupils from Years 10 - 13 are 
taking part.  It involves an 
hour’s introductory lesson 
followed by an hour in the pool 
trying out scuba equipment. 
The first 5 completed their 
session and emerged with 
massive smiles on their faces, 
adamant that they wanted to 
take it further.  The feedback 
from the instructors was 
brilliant and I quote 'Your kids 
rock!  They’re funny, clever, 
polite and well educated'. He is 
of course correct! 

Year 7 Eco Club 
The Eco Club is going strong 
and making all sorts of eco-
friendly items.  All the material 
used is recycled or donated. 
So far, we have made bird 
feeders from pine cones and 
lard (donated by Mellors, our 
caterers), notebooks from 
wood scraps and recycled 
paper from reprographics. 
This year we are using scrap 
wood and materials to make 
bird boxes and bug hotels. 
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Textiles - Salford University Visit 

This half term, our textiles students visited the Fashion 
Department of Salford University. Years 12 and 13 were given a 
guided tour of the state-of-the-art facilities and spoke with the 
senior lecturer about what has recently been named one of the 
top 4 Fashion courses in the country! 

After lunch students were invited to take part in a workshop, 
working on a half-size mannequin to develop design ideas based 
on an 'interesting shape' they had seen.  Using samples of fabric 
which had been donated to the university from some big-named 
fashion 
houses, including 
Victoria Beckham's 
fashion brand, 
students cut, 
pinned and 
modelled on the 
mannequins to 
emulate the 
designs they had 
created just 
moments 
before. The 
students had a 
thoroughly 
enjoyable 
experience and 
each one of them 
developed skills 
that will benefit 
their class work, 
and also provide 
them with ideas for 
future career 
opportunities. 
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Holocaust Memorial 
Day 

On 25th January, 30 students 
from Year 9 were chosen to take 
part in the Holocaust Memorial 
Day Commemoration Event at 
Oldham Civic Centre, together 
with four other schools. 

The theme was “Torn from 
Home” and the event was 
introduced by the Mayor of 
Oldham, Councillor Javid Iqbal 
with Rabbi Daniel Walker 
leading a reflection.  The 
students had previously spent 
three months learning about the 
Holocaust and had produced 
scrapbooks as a homework 
project using their independent 
research. 

They presented these 
scrapbooks to the audience, 
explaining what they had 
researched about the atrocities, 
read survivor testimonies and 
reflected on how Jewish 
people’s faith was challenged 
by these events. They expressed 
their hope for the future that we 
would learn from the tragic 
experiences of those in the 
Holocaust and subsequent 
genocides and together rebuild 
our communities with tolerance 
and kindness. 

Finally, the audience were 
invited to view all the 
scrapbooks, ask the students 
questions and add their own 
comments. The Mayor was very 
impressed with the detailed 
work they had produced and 
said they were a credit to the 
school.  

Annie Kenney Unveilling 

On 14th December, 2018 the official unveiling of the Annie 
Kenney Statue in Oldham Town Centre took place.  

This was a wonderful 
and prestigious event 
for the town, and a 
number of students 
who are studying 
Sociology, Politics and 
History were invited to 
be a part of this 
commemoration to the 
Suffragettes. 
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Girls’ U14 Netball 

Last	  weekend	  our	  U14	  (Year	  9)	  
netball	  team	  competed	  in	  the	  North	  
West	  Regional	  Round	  of	  the	  
NaAonal	  Schools	  Netball	  
tournament,	  where	  they	  competed	  
against	  the	  winners	  and	  runners	  up	  
of	  the	  first	  round.	  The	  standard	  of	  
netball	  played	  was	  excepAonally	  
high.	  	  

AJer	  winning	  3	  out	  of	  our	  4	  games,	  
we	  secured	  a	  semi-‐final	  place	  
against	  local	  rivals,	  Saddleworth,	  
which	  was	  a	  Aghtly	  fought	  contest	  
with	  a	  place	  in	  the	  final	  and	  
qualificaAon	  through	  to	  the	  NaAonal	  
Schools	  Finals	  at	  stake.	  

I’m	  delighted	  to	  announce	  that	  Blue	  Coat	  were	  victorious,	  beaAng	  
Saddleworth	  10-‐7	  and	  securing	  their	  place	  in	  the	  North	  West	  Regional	  
Final.	  	  It	  was	  a	  great	  final	  against	  Wirral	  Grammar	  and	  we	  overcame	  an	  
incredibly	  strong	  team,	  winning	  12-‐9	  to	  become	  U14	  North	  West	  netball	  
champions!	  	  We	  are	  thrilled	  to	  be	  in	  the	  NaAonal	  Schools	  Finals,	  which	  
will	  take	  place	  in	  HerZordshire	  on	  March	  16th	  so	  watch	  out	  for	  the	  
results!	  	  
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Crime & Punishment Trip 

Earlier this month our 
Year 9 History 
students visited 
London to further 
their learning for the 
Crime and 
Punishment course 
they have been 
studying since 
September.  

The pupils were treated to a visit of the London Dungeons which 
documented the changing types of crimes and punishments 
throughout England's history. The students left laughing, while the 
teachers were left with the memories of being picked on by the 
actors.  

Ex-journalist Tim Wood took the pupils on a tour of both the Royal 
Courts and The Old Bailey, educating the pupils on the history of 
the justice system and how it runs today. Tim's experience and 
informative presentation kept the pupils engrossed for the entire 
tour. We were also lucky enough to experience a Jack the Ripper 
walking tour of Whitechapel and the surrounding areas; despite 
the cold, the pupils experienced the locations of the Ripper 
murders and learnt more about what life was like for the population 
of Whitechapel. A fantastic time was had by both pupils and staff. 

Senior Maths 
Challenge 
Rishit Dhoot, Reece Wood, 
Archie Taylor and Hannah 
Murray represented Blue Coat 
in this year’s Senior Team 
Maths Challenge at Manchester 
University, a competition which 
tests mathematical, 
communication and teamwork 
skills.  The students did 
themselves, and the school, 
proud competing against teams 
from other schools and colleges 
across the North West.  This 
was a highly competitive 
competition and the students 
came an impressive 9th out of 
25. 

Rish has since gone on a 
tremendous run of form in this 
year's set of UK Mathematics 
Challenges.  Taking on the 
Senior UKMT challenge in the 
lower year group (Year 13’s also 
participate), Rish, along with two 
other Year 12 peers (Samuel 
and Reece) progressed through 
to the British Mathematical 
Olympiad round 1 - bypassing 
the difficult Kangaroo challenge 
round. Reece gained a merit, 
which is a wonderful 
achievement. Rish, remarkably, 
went one better. Gaining a 
distinction in the Olympiad 
round 1, he progressed through 
to the British Olympiad round 2. 
This will provide an opportunity 
for him to compete for an 
international place. Many 
congratulations and the very 
best of luck to Rish in this most 
fiendish of examination papers!	  
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What It Takes - Connor Hamilton 

When were you at Blue Coat? 
I attended Blue Coat Sixth Form from 2012 to 2013.  

What do you particularly remember from your time? 
Far too many visits to the back shop, late nights playing video games 
and probably not enough studying... 

What do you wish you knew back then?  
Just how important diet and exercise is for your mental health.  
Engaging in exercise and realising how much genuine control you 
have over your health is extremely liberating. 

What's your best/worst memory of school? 
My best would be making the 2013 leavers video; to collaborate with my friends and all take part in our 
own project was really fulfilling.  My worst would be my first ever day at school when I sat down for dinner 
and managed to trip over a chair leg, showering myself in a concoction of tomato sauce and shame.  

What are you doing now? 
I'm currently a full-time music video director transitioning into more commercial work, known most for my 
work with artists Bugzy Malone and Rag'n'Bone Man and commercial for Now TV's broadcast of 'The 
Walking Dead'.  

Did you ever expect to be doing what you're doing now? 
Not in a million years!  If you'd have told me while I was waiting for the school bus, "In less than five years’ 
time you'll be riding around town in a Lamborghini with Bugzy Malone" I would not have believed you.  
That said, I've found that with everything in life you need a bit of luck and all you can do in the meantime 
is engage passionately with your journey, work hard and continue to develop your skill-set so that when 
the opportunity does arise, you're ready. 

How did your studies contribute to what you're doing now? 
I joined Blue Coat with the intention of studying Maths, Psychology, Computing and Spanish. As it turned 
out Blue Coat didn't teach Spanish and so I was left with an empty subject block. I'd always been very 
creative and have a passion for art and video games (initially intending to become a video-game 
designer) and so I decided to choose Media Studies.  It wasn't until here that I picked up a camera and fell 
in love with filmmaking.  With my affinity for all things digital, I began learning visual effects compositing 
in my spare time, specifically visual effects which allowed me to shoot my classmates and decapitate my 
step brother as part of my coursework.  

When did you start making videos? 
I made my first video when I was 17 years old studying Media AS Level. 
  
Did you receive encouragement from anyone? 
My family have always been incredibly supportive.  When you're pursuing any creative enterprise the 
odds are that you're not going to see much money for a significant amount of time.  My Media tutors were 
always very supportive, and I know for a fact that without their encouragement, I would likely have never 
discovered my passion for film-making.  

What's your advice to pupils who would like a career in the creative arts? 
You either win or you learn, never lose.  Passion is priceless.  You can have all the money in the world for a 
shoot but if you're not passionate about the idea then you'll never be truly fulfilled.  The wave of your 
journey will always encounter highs and lows, let passion be your surfboard. 
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