
YEAR 9 NEWSLETTER Issue |February 
 

 

 

 

Year 9 
Newsletter 

February 
2022 

 

   

WHAT AN EFFORT! THE YEAR 9 JLT AFTER THEIR FANTASTIC FUNDRAISING!  
“MOTIVATION IS WHAT GETS YOU STARTED. HABIT IS 
WHAT KEEPS YOU GOING” 

About 6 weeks ago myself and the JLT set 
out with a goal in mind: Make a difference to 
the lives of those who need it, those 
experiencing cancer. 

World Cancer Day is an internationally 
recognized day which aims to raise 
awareness of and bring together those 
experiencing cancer. This year it was held on 
the 04th February. The JLT and I had a plan, 
try to raise some money for charities that 
provide support to those dealing with cancer, 
Cancer Research UK and Macmillan. We 
decided to focus on a crossbar challenge, a 
bake sale, and selling the official Cancer 
Research UK Unity Bands.  

The Week 

We’d all be lying if we said it wasn’t busy and 
stressful during the fundraising week! 
However, it was incredibly rewarding and 
humbling to see how determined the entire 
Blue Coat community was to raise as much 
as possible. Everyone supported the cause, 
staff and students alike. I couldn’t be prouder 
of the week we had. However, it all came 
down to our assembly where Mr Higgins 
announced how much we raised … 

 

£1668.54!! 

In fact, it’s actually now £1700.00 after some 
extra Unity Bands were sold and it was 
topped up by the very generous Mrs Green. 
What a difference this money will make. I 
shared my story with the students in our 
assembly during the week, and how I had 
been lucky enough to benefit from the 
support of these amazing charities whilst 
battling my own diagnosis. The money truly 
will make a huge difference, I know it will.  

Christie’s Gift Boxes 

But we didn’t just stop there! Every form has 
also put together a gift box for the young 
people’s ward at The Christie Hospital in 
Manchester. We hope these boxes bring 
some comfort and joy in a difficult time. All 
students also wrote a positive message on a 
postcard, to spread some ‘positive vibes’! 
You can read more about this later on.  

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Champions! 
 
Each week we award three students from across the 
year group as our champions (two x Form Champions, 
one x Director of Learning Champion). These awards are 
based on our habits and are given out to students who 
have stood out for a particular reason. They get given a 
certificate to bring home and some nice, tasty 
chocolates! 

Congratulations to all our winners this half term. They 
are: 

Danyal A 9L         Izabelle S 9R  
Ryley A 9LM    Zarah T 9LM 
Grace C 9R     Josh V 9BH 
Olivia D 9B    
Lilia E 9BH    
Isaac C 9R    
Maria C 9RW    
Harriet G 9BH    
Harriet G 9BH    
Yousuf I 9M    
William H 9M    
Ben K 9H    
Ayush K 9RW    
Charlotte N 9B   
Marvellous O 9R   

We did it! 
By Mr C Barnes (Director of Learning: Year 9) 
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We’re officially half way through the year! 
However, no matter whether it’s the first, 
middle, or last half term, we always finish 
with our rewards assembly!  

In line with our weekly champions, this week 
we offered all faculties and all form tutors 
another chance to pick a student as their half 
term champion. That left some rewards for 
myself to hand out as Director of Learning 
Champions too, always something I enjoy 
the difficulty of picking! In total, 28 awards 
were given out. 

First up in our rewards was Maths. Well done 
to Izabelle S (9R) for an excellent half term 
filled with commitment, hard work, and a 
real desire to succeed! 

We then moved to English, where our winner 
was Harry M (9H) for being an excellent role 
model and getting involved in all aspects of 
the lesson! We also had a Drama award 
which went to Morgan R (9B) for always 
pushing himself out of his comfort zone. Well 
done you two! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Rewards Assembly! 
Our half termly rewards assembly celebrates our student’s 

successes with 28 awards! 

Other News in Year 9! 
Here are some of the things that happened in Year 9 this half term … 

Our Science award went to Jon S 
(9M) for excellent effort and 
resilience in Physics. Top work 
Jon! 

Rubie M (9B) and Amelie B (9L) 
won our awards for Geography 
and History, both for consistently 
high standards towards both 
attitude and work, whilst Freya H 
(9H) won the R.S award for 
exceeding her target grade and 
being an all-round lovely student 
to teach. Well done guys! 

 

Further awards went to Emily B (9R – Design and 
Technology), Lucy C (9LM – Art), Larry H (9RW – 
Computer Science), Libby-Mae F (9M – Business 
Studies), Eleanor W (9M – MFL), Francesca L (9B – 
Music), Scarlett H (9M – P.E), and Emily S (9W – 
Social Sciences). Tremendous work from all of you!  
 
Our pastoral winners were David J (9B), Lola L (9H), 
Karen W (9BH), Sarah U (9L), Mary W (9M), Aimee H 
(9LM), Johnathan R (9R), Emily H (9W), Kolade A 
(9RW), Reece B (9L), Adam D (9R), Harry C (9B), and 
Zunara K (9BH). Well done everyone!  

England Selection! 
 
Scarlett H (9M) has been selected 
again to play for the junior girls 
England football team! 
 
An amazing achievement. To 
represent your country at any age 
is something to be admired, but 
to do this at such a young age is 
extra special.  
 
We wish you all the best Scarlett! 

Duke of Edinburgh 
 
All students are now signed up to 
and actively working towards 
their bronze Duke of Edinburgh 
award.  
 
If any students require any 
support with this, please ask 
them to speak to Mr Read.    

Battle of the Forms! 
 
This half term saw another new 
round of the Battle of the Forms, 
where each form competes 
against each other in fixtures 
focusing on attendance, 
punctuality, behaviour points, 
and achievement points.  
 
This half term saw 9R crowned 
champions. Congratulations to 
9R and Mrs Roberts for a 
fantastic half term! 

Careers 
 
At Blue Coat we aim to offer a 
comprehensive and wide-ranging 
careers education provision.  
 
This half term saw the launch of 
our new careers curriculum in 
Year 9. This half term we focused 
on topics around aspiration, 
including emerging careers and 
pathways post-16.  
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Gift Boxes! 

“We put others before 
ourselves” 
 
Alongside the brilliant fundraising that we did 
for Cancer Research UK and Macmillan, as a 
year group we wanted to do something extra.  
 
As with anyone, it’s easy to sometimes forget 
just how lucky we are. We can take for granted 
our education, our health, and our lifestyle. 
But not everyone is as fortunate, and we 
wanted to bring some joy to those who find 
themselves in this position. 
 
Therefore, as a year group we decided to put 
together some gift boxes that could be 
donated to the young people’s ward at The 
Christie Hospital in Manchester, a specialist 
cancer treatment hospital. The aim of these 
gift boxes was to bring a smile to those who 
are experiencing cancer, and also make sure 
they know they are not alone.  
 
Gift box goodies included chocolates, puzzle 
books, colouring books, games, packs of cards, 
and soft teddies. The students got behind the 
initiative with real passion, and I couldn’t be 
prouder of what they’ve produced.  
 
As well as the gifts, all students also wrote a 
message to one of the young people battling 
cancer. This means over 260 messages of  

support were written and shared, not to 
mention the staff ones too! A lovely addition 
to the gift boxes.  
 
Finally, we also wrote messages of hope. What 
we wanted to see in the future, not just for 
cancer, but all diseases. These were hung onto 
our trees of hope and placed in the main 
school hall.  

Additional Information 
 
Please remember to ensure your child completes a Lateral Flow Test twice weekly to 
help us continue to keep all staff and students safe. If this comes back positive or your 
child has symptoms, you must book a PCR test and isolate until you have the result.  
 
 
Please ensure all students are on site for 08:30am, ready to move to form at 08:35am 
when the bell goes. Any student now late through the school gates is issued a same 
day break time detention.  
 

Contact 
 
Our Year 9 team and student services are always here to help. If you need anything or 
need to pass a message on, please see below: 
 
Student Services: studentservices@blue-coat.org    or   01616241484 (press for 
student services) 
 
Mr C Barnes: cbarnes@blue-coat.org    or   01616241484 (press for student services) 
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