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GIRLS NETBALL U14 SNS NATIONAL CUP COMPETITION SUCCESS! SEE PAGE 2!  
“MOTIVATION IS WHAT GETS YOU STARTED. HABIT IS 
WHAT KEEPS YOU GOING” 

I hope you and your families are well and 
looking forward to the Christmas break. It’s 
been a busy half term filled with lots of 
positives and successes, and I’m looking 
forward to you reading about these below! 

The first thing I would like to say in this 
newsletter however is a massive thank you! 
As a pastoral team myself and the form 
tutors really do value every conversation we 
have with you and the support you provide. 
It’s imperative school and home work 
together to get the very best out of every 
young person. We’ve still got a long way to 
go before the end of the year, but it’s been 
great to forge lots of good relationships with 
families which will only benefit us moving 
forward. 

Christmas Break 

Christmas is an incredibly important time for 
us all. A time to relax, spend time with our 
loved ones, and be reminded about the true 
joys and values in life. It’s important the 
students do this too. It’s been a busy and 
stressful half term as always, so I’d 
encourage each and every one of them to 
rest up, relax, and put themselves in the best 
possible position for another busy half term 
when we return! 

This Half Term 

This half term we’ve had lots going on! We’ve 
had careers sessions led by our JLT, we’ve 
had another x students rewarded as 
champions by either their form tutor, myself, 
or their faculty leaders, and we’ve even had 
some national competition success! 

All of this is discussed in the rest of the 
newsletter.  

I hope you have a lovely Christmas, and the 
new year brings joy and happiness for your 
families. I look forward to speaking to you all 
more in the near future! 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Champions! 
 
Each week we award three students from across the 
year group as our champions (two x Form Champions, 
one x Director of Learning Champion). These awards are 
based on our habits and are given out to students who 
have stood out for a particular reason. They get given a 
certificate to bring home and some nice, tasty 
chocolates! 

Congratulations to all our winners this half term. They 
are: 

Abia A 9L         Ayush K 9RW  
Winner BE 9H   Noah K 9H 
Poppy B 9RW    Leo M 9M 
Charlie B 9BH   Heidi M 9W 
Aaron C 9M   Anna M 9W 
Isaac C 9R   Kerry OR 9M 
Maria C 9RW   Sarah R 9R 
Bishal D 9LM   Megan R 9H 
Harriet G 9BH   Francesca RH 9H 
Mya H 9L   Joseph R 9M 
William H 9M   Jonathan S 9M 
Keira I 9BH   Katie SA 9RW 
Brogan T 9R   Tyler TB 9B 
Ewansere T 9LM  Kenzi WT 9B 
Benjamin W 9RW  Freya W 9B 

Merry Christmas! 
By Mr C Barnes (Director of Learning: Year 9) 
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Another half term goes by, and so does 
another rewards assembly! We have so many 
students in Year 9 who do the right thing day 
in, day out. We want to ensure we reward as 
many as possible! 

In line with our weekly champions, this week 
we offered all faculties and all form tutors a 
chance to pick a student as their half term 
champion. That left some rewards for myself 
to hand out as Director of Learning 
Champions too, always something I enjoy 
the difficulty of picking! In total, 28 awards 
were given out. 

First up in our rewards was Maths. Well done 
to Isabelle S (9R) for consistently trying her 
best and always joining in on classroom 
discussions. Well done Isabelle! 

We then moved to English, where our winner 
was David J (9B) for simply being awesome 
this year! We also had a Drama award which 
went to Tahlia C (9R) for outstanding 
practical work throughout the half term. Well 
done to both of you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Rewards Assembly! 
Our half termly rewards assembly celebrates our student’s 

successes with 28 awards! 

Other News in Year 9! 
Here are some of the things that that happened in Year 9 this half term … 

Our Science award went to 
Scarlett H (9M) for consistently 
high attainment and a great work 
ethic. Bravo Scarlett! 

Jack C (9L) and Harry S (9M) won 
our awards for Geography and 
History, both for consistently 
engaging in lessons and excellent 
classroom contributions, whilst 
Emily H (9W) won the R.S award 
for producing consistently 
excellent work throughout the 
half term, as well as an excellent 
attitude. Well done guys! 

 

Further awards went to Ben K (9H – Design and 
Technology), Hannah D (9RW – Art), Thomas L (9H 
– Computer Science), Josh M (9M – Business 
Studies), Kenzi W-T (9B – MFL), Anna M (9W – 
Music), Poppy B (9RW – P.E), and Winner B-E (9H – 
Social Sciences). Tremendous work from all of you!  
 
Our pastoral winners were Tyler TB (9B), Megan R 
(9H), Harriet G (9BH), Laila K (9L), Joseph R (9M), 
Ewansere T (9LM), Brogan T (9R), Heidi M (9W), Ben 
W (9RW), Katie S-A (9RW), Kerry O-R (9M), Leo M 
(9M), and Francesca R-H (9H). Well done everyone!  

U14 Netball Success! 
 
Our girls U14 netball team 
travelled to Sheffield High School 
to compete in the third round of 
the SnS National Cup 
Competition, where they won 
comfortably 50-20! 
 
As the competition progresses 
the opponents will continue to 
get harder and harder, but the 
girls are committed to putting in 
the time to get better. Well done 
girls! 

British Gymnastics! 
 
Poppy B (9RW) competed in her 
very first British Gymnastics 
Championships where she 
competed in bars, beams, floor, 
and vault.  
 
Poppy came 13th overall, which is 
a fantastic achievement in a 
national competition! 
 
Poppy is already back in the gym 
preparing for next years event, 
where we’re sure she will go one 
step further!   

Careers led by JLT 
 
This half term saw our JLT team 
lead their first session to form 
groups on enterprising skills. 
 
Each JLT member delivered the 
entirety of the 20-minute session, 
which focused on being prepared 
and planning for the unexpected.  
 
They delivered the sessions with 
confidence and clarity. Well done 
to them all! Now we move onto 
our next activity together.  

Junior Baker! 
 
Harriet G (9BH) has been working 
hard over the last six months to 
set up her own baking business, 
which is now taking off! 
 
This half term Harriet donated 
some spectacular bakes for the 
Willow Wood Hospice as part of a 
fundraiser. Not only did she get 
great feedback on her bakes, but 
on her attitude as well.  
 
We’re all looking forward to 
sampling some of these excellent 
bakes! Well done Harriet! 
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Battle of the Forms! 

“I say I’m not competitive, but I 
am!” – Mrs C Woodward 
 
This half term saw us launch the ‘Battle of the 
Forms” in Year 9, a year group competition to 
crown one winning form! 
 
Battle of the Forms works on fixtures, whereby 
forms are pitted against each other in threes 
(we have nine forms so can’t do the usual two 
team fixtures!). At the end of the week the 
forms average attendance, total number of 
behaviour points, total number of 
achievement points, and total number of lates 
are calculated. The form with the best in each 
area wins points. It sounds more complicated 
than it is! 
 
Since starting in September the students have 
been shown weekly data on how their form are 
doing in the year group as well as themselves 
individually. However, this now adds the 
competitive element to it. Every student plays 
their part and contributes to their forms 
weekly result.  
 
After a close run in, it was Mrs Woodward’s 
form (9M) who claimed the first title! They 
were closely followed by Mrs Ball’s form (9RW) 
in second and Mrs Roberts’ form (9R) in third. 
A fantastic effort from all!  

Not only did 9M win the trophy, but 9M as well 
as 9RW and 9R won some cakes to enjoy in 
form during the final week. I hope they 
enjoyed it! 
 
Next half term the league will reset, and all 
forms will have a chance to win! Every student 
plays their part, so it’s important they in, on 
time, and working hard every lesson. They 
could be the difference between a win and a 
loss! 

Additional Information 
 
Please remember to ensure your child completes a Lateral Flow Test twice weekly to 
help us continue to keep all staff and students safe. If this comes back positive or your 
child has symptoms, you must book a PCR test and isolate until you have the result.  
 
 
We are now deep into the dark mornings and dark nights. Please ensure students are 
reminded of being careful when coming to and from school. They should ensure they 
are on site for 08:30am, ready to move to form at 08:35am when the bell goes. Any 
student now late through the school gates is issued a same day break time detention.  
 

Contact 
 
Our Year 9 team and student services are always here to help. If you need anything or 
need to pass a message on, please see below: 
 
Student Services: studentservices@blue-coat.org    or   01616241484 (press for 
student services) 
 
Mr C Barnes: cbarnes@blue-coat.org    or   01616241484 (press for student services) 
 
  

mailto:studentservices@blue-coat.org
mailto:cbarnes@blue-coat.org
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