
Year 10 Parents’ 
Information Evening



Key Priorities: Year 10 

Strong 
Foundations

Explore 
Interests/passions



Results Day – August 22nd 2019



"If everyone is moving forward together, then success takes care of itself." – Henry Ford

Working in Partnership

Students



Short term impact Learning lost in a 
year 

Learning lost in a 
school career 

100% Full attendance none none

95% Half a day off per 
fortnight 

2 weeks 10 weeks

90% A day off a 
fortnight

1 month Half a year

PERSISTENT ABSENTEEISM

85% A day and a half 
per fortnight 

A half term The equivalent of 
missing the whole 

of Y11 

80% A day off per week Over a half term A full year 

Attendance



Attendance

KS2 = 5.3

KS2 = 5.3

Attendance 
%

Attendance 
%

GCSE 
Attainment

GCSE 
Attainment

94% 6

99.1% 9-7 = 10 Grades
9-4 = 10 Grades

8

Average 
GCSE Grade

Average 
GCSE Grade

9-7 = 2 Grades
9-4 = 10 Grades



GCSE 2019 Results

On average, compared to someone with attendance above 98%...

Someone with attendance between 96% and 98% achieves an average grade 
which is almost ½ grade lower. 

Someone with attendance between 90% and 95% has an average grade 
which is 1 ½ grades lower. 

Someone with attendance lower than 90% achieves an average grade which 
is more than 2 grades lower. 



Engagement + Effort

KS2 = 4.9
Standards % GCSE 

Attainment

75%

KS2 = 4.9

Standards % GCSE 
Attainment

86%

GCSE 
Attainment

GCSE 
Attainment

5

9-7 = 5 Grades
9-4 = 10 Grades

7

Average 
GCSE Grade

Average 
GCSE Grade

9-7 = 0 Grades
9-4 = 10 Grades



Communication: 

• MyEd

• Parents’ Evening

• Form Tutor/Teaching Staff

• Bloodle



Year 10 Team

- Form Tutor

- Miss Coleman

- Mrs Beale

- Mr Kessell

- Mrs Underwood

- Teaching staff



Key Dates Year 10

•Year 10 Mock Examinations are:

•Monday, 22nd June until Tuesday, 30th June 2020

•Please do not book any holidays during this 
period and ensure any medical appointments 
are outside the school day.



Year 10 Parents’ Evening

Wednesday, 4th March 2020



GCSEs in England have been reformed and 
are now graded with a scale from 9 to 1, 

with 9 being the highest grade.

GCSE REFORM

Top 20% 

who get 

7+ will be 

awarded 

a grade 9



GCSE REFORM

Top 20% 

who get 

7+ will be 

awarded 

a grade 9



• New GCSE content is more challenging.

• Fewer grade 9 will be awarded than A*.

• The new grades have been brought in to signal 
that GCSEs have been reformed and to better 
differentiate between students of different 
abilities.

GCSE REFORM

Top 20% 

who get 

7+ will be 

awarded 

a grade 9



From now on, all pupils who fail to have 
achieved a grade 4 or better in English 
or maths GCSE by the time they finish 

secondary school must continue to 
study the subjects in post-16 education 

until they get these qualifications.



Increased Stamina for 
Examinations

2015-16
Subjects Hours

11
29

2017-18

Subjects Hours

39.511



Building Vocabulary

The demand of exams has changed in terms 
of the vocabulary that children are expected 
to know and understand. 



Building Vocabulary

Vocabulary falls into four categories:

Listening: the words we understand when 
we hear them
Speaking: the words we use when talking
Reading: the words we understand when 
we read
Writing: the words we use when writing



What Impact Can It Have?



Explain two contrasting Muslim beliefs about giving 
alms (4)

Which one of the following is not a way of supporting 
human rights? (1)

• a. Campaigning for fair pay for men and women

• b. Opposing racial prejudice

• c. Charging excessive interest on a loan

• d. Seeking social justice

• 'Positive discrimination should be used to help end 
racial discrimination' Evaluate this view (12)

Building Vocabulary



How Can I Help My Child At Home?
English Language exams have a 
reading age of 16+ years.

•Parents please read the texts they are 
studying for English so you can discuss 
these with them. 
•Pupils should be trying to read 
something for at least 10 to 15 minutes 
a day. This could be a novel, a 
newspaper or magazine article, an 
online blog, a work of nonfiction, for 
example an autobiography.



How Can I Help My Child At Home?

English Language exams have a reading 
age of 16+ years.

•Downloading the app for a high quality 
newspaper such as The Guardian so they 
can read at least one article a day would 
be beneficial. Discuss these with them 
and encourage your children to form 
opinions.
•Help them to improve their general 
knowledge as they may be asked for 
example, to write about climate change 
so having some knowledge of this would 
be beneficial.



• Mobile Phones

Good Habits and Routines

Top 20% 

who get 

7+ will be 

awarded 

a grade 9



• A minimum of 8 to 9 hours' good sleep on 
school nights is recommended for teens. 

• Limit screens in the bedroom
➢ Don't have a mobile, tablet, TV or 

computer in the bedroom at night, as the 
light from the screen interferes with 
sleep.

SLEEP

Top 20% 

who get 

7+ will be 

awarded 

a grade 9



• Having screens in the bedroom also means 
your teen is more likely to stay up late 
interacting with friends on social media. 

• Encourage your teenager to have at least 30 
minutes of screen-free time before going to 
sleep.

• Recent research suggests that children have 
on average 2.5 hours sleep due to 
interruptions from Mobile Phones and social 
media.

SLEEP

Top 20% 

who get 

7+ will be 

awarded 

a grade 9



• Encourage exercise 

• Teenagers should be aiming for at least 
60 minutes' exercise every day, 
including aerobic activities such as fast 
walking and running. 

Good Habits and Routines

Top 20% 

who get 

7+ will be 

awarded 

a grade 9



Top 20% 

who get 

7+ will be 

awarded 

a grade 9

Diet
• Healthy eating habits including eating 

enough meals a day, especially breakfast may 
help teenagers do better in school. 

• Eating a healthy breakfast is proven to help 
improve the attention spans and 
concentration for students by increasing 
their cognitive function and making them 
more alert. 



Top 20% 

who get 

7+ will be 

awarded 

a grade 9

Talk about exam nerves
• Remind your child that feeling anxious is normal. 

Nervousness is a natural reaction to exams. The key 
is to put these nerves to positive use. 

• Encourage your child to practise the sort of 
activities they will be doing on the day of the exam. 
This will help it feel less scary on the day. 

• This may involve doing practice papers under exam 
conditions or seeing the exam hall beforehand.

• Help your child to face their fears and see these 
activities through rather than escape or avoid 
them.

• Encourage them to think through what they do 
know and the time they have already put into 
studying to help them feel more confident.



• When it comes to examination conditions in 
which pupils are required to recall and retrieve
from their long term memory, if pupils learn in 
one way and are tested in another, 
performance will be limited.

• When revising, you must mimic examination 
settings …

Should Children Listen To Music When Revising?

Top 20% 

who get 

7+ will be 

awarded 

a grade 9



• Pupils wearing headphones to ‘concentrate’ 
and revise is not mimicking the same 
conditions as the examination room where 
conditions stipulate that candidates must 
complete the test without headphones.

• It’s quite simple. Your working memory is 
limited, and any background noise is ‘cognitive 
overload’ and will make learning much harder. 

Should Children Listen To Music When Revising?

Top 20% 

who get 

7+ will be 

awarded 

a grade 9



Year 10
Ms Coleman



Top 20% 

who get 

7+ will be 

awarded 

a grade 9

Where have we been- where are we 
going?



YEAR 10 MANTRA 
DRIVEN

•Direction
•Resilience
•Insight 
•Volunteer
•Experience
•Next



How can pupils make it happen?

Pupils

Vision

Responsibility

Resilience

Balance



Routines and Habits

• Work with them to plan ahead and be prepared well in 
advance. 

• Space, time and the right environment. 

• Help them to establish routines.

• Talk to them about what they are learning.  

• Reinforce that making mistakes is a natural part of learning.

• Take advantage of all the opportunities on offer.  



How can parents make it happen?



How can School Make it happen?

What 
we 

offer

Regular 
Progress 

Reviews and 
Intervention

Mental
Toughness

Post-16 
Planning

Personal & 
Spiritual 

Development

VESPA



VESPA coaching- DOL support

• A system and shared language 
for developing ‘character’ and 
supporting progress

• Based on a clear identification 
of the skills we believe are 
necessary for success

• With a series of tools for 
developing those skills

•Vision

•Effort

•Systems

•Practice

•Attitude



Enrichment- Silver 
DofE



Enrichment-
Junior 

Leadership 
Team



Enrichment
MFL Trips to Paris and Berlin



CAREER ADVISER

STEPHANIE
MURRAY
Available in school- Tues, Wed 
Thursday
Undercroft- Year 10 social area



CAREER ADVISER

• Stephanie is based in The Blue Coat School 

• The Careers Office is in the Undercroft Building.

• Year 10 interviews will start in January 2020 and run through to Year 11

• Drop into the Undercroft at break/lunchtime to ask quick questions, collect 

college prospectuses or to make an appointment.

Getting In Touch …

You, (Parents/ Carers) can also contact Stephanie as follows:

• Email: stephaniemurray@positive-steps.org.uk or  car@blue-coat.org

• Phone: Positive Steps: 0161 621 9387;  Blue Coat School: 0161 624 1484

mailto:stephaniemurray@positive-steps.org.uk
mailto:car@blue-coat.org



