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Key Dates
Year 8 Parents’ Evening (1)
Wednesday, 5th February

Year 12 Belfast Trip
Friday, 7th February

Year 8 Parents’ Evening (2)
Wednesday, 12th February

Ski Trip Departs
Friday, 14th February

School Closes to Students
Friday, 14th February

Ski Trip Returns
Saturday, 22nd February

School Re-Opens To
Students
Monday, 24th February

Don’t Forget to follow
us on Twitter
@BCOldham
The Blue Coat School

Message from the Headteacher
Although it seems a very long time since Christmas,
may I take this opportunity to wish you all the very best
for 2020 and a happy New Year.
The new year has got off to a very purposeful and busy
start at Blue Coat. You will be able to see some of the
activities our students have been involved in as you
progress through our Newsletter.
As normal, at this time of year, the weather can be very
temperamental and we have already had a number of
snow flurries, with some more predicted over the
coming months. Could I therefore ask parents to
remind themselves of our procedures for when we
experience inclement weather. If we do get heavy
snow, the decision to send a pupil to school is the
parents and will be based on conditions in your local
area. However, if you decide to keep your son/
daughter at home and school is open, we are unable to
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SCITT Teacher Taster
Day
The Blue Coat School is the
lead school for Manchester
Nexus SCITT. As part of our
provision we host Teacher
Taster events for both primary
and secondary teaching
phases. These take place
throughout the course of the
school year. They are an
opportunity for those who are
interested in teaching to come
and get a taste of what the
profession and our course is
like. We have had 9 Taster
events so far this school year,
including a recent Taster Day
at Blue Coat on 21st January.
Many stated that the event
they attended confirmed their
desire to teach, and it also
gave them an opportunity to
ask questions about teacher
training.
Manchester Nexus have a
cohort of 60 trainees (across
both primary and secondary)
this year and we are
exceptionally proud of their
progress so far. If you know of
anybody who is considering
teaching as a career, please
direct them to our website
(www.manchesternexus.com)
for further details on the
courses we have to offer, as
well as any upcoming Taster
Events.
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authorise this absence. Once the pupils are in school,
we will look after them and update parents with any
developments on the weather. Please do not come to
the school to collect your children or drive on the
school site – it makes dealing with challenging
conditions even more difficult.
After half term we will be conducting a parental survey.
This will be done via an online questionnaire and it will
give you the opportunity to provide your thoughts on
our school and the education your son/daughter is
receiving. We already receive comprehensive
feedback from the Parental Working Group, but this will
be an opportunity for all parents to express their views
about the school. Details will be sent out to parents via
MyEd.
The Governing Body have approved the introduction
of a new PE kit from start of the next academic year.
The new kit will be compulsory for all new Year 7 pupils
admitted from September 2020 and phased in over the
next few years for existing pupils. This means that as
long as you are happy with your child’s current PE kit,
there is no need to replace it until they outgrow it. If
you are looking to renew in the coming few months
you may wish to wait until the new kit is available in the
summer 'back to school' selling period.
Further information with photos and prices will follow,
but please be assured that the cost to parents will not
increase.
As always, thank you for your continued help and
support.

Mr R. Higgins
Headteacher
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Oxbridge Success
This year a record six of our
students have received
offers from the prestigious
Oxbridge universities.
We're all absolutely
delighted with the success
of our students. They have
worked hard, not only in
lessons but also by
attending open days,
summer schools, entering
competitions and
Olympiads. They have also
made good use of the
support offered by subject
teachers and the staff
running our Oxbridge
support programme.

European U17 Netball
Championships
Congratulations to Hannah
Diamond, who has been
selected to represent England at
the forthcoming European U17
Netball Championships in Wales,
where they will compete against
Northern Ireland, Scotland,
Wales and Switzerland in a bid
to win gold!
This is a fantastic opportunity for
her to gain exposure in the
sport, and to understand what
it’s like to represent your
country!
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Crime	
  and	
  Punishment	
  Visit	
  

Earlier this month, our Year 9 History students visited London
for a Crime and Punishment trip to further their learning.
The students had an interactive visit to the London Dungeons
where they had the opportunity to ‘experience’ key points in
the history of London such as the Gunpowder Plot, the Plague
and the Great Fire of 1666.
After dinner, students were taken to the Whitechapel area of
London for a Jack the Ripper walking tour. The tour was
conducted by three experts on the topic and students learned
about the living conditions of Whitechapel, as well as what life
was like for people living there at the time of the Jack the
Ripper. The pupils were enthused by the historical events
which happened in the very place they were walking around
and had lots of questions for the tour guides.
Students also had the opportunity to be taken on a guided tour
of the Old Bailey and the High Court, by ex-journalist Tim
Wood. Being inside a working court gave the students a great
understanding of not only the historic justice system, but also
how it runs today. Students then walked to the area of London
where most barristers and lawyers work, showing them where
day-to-day justice is happening in 2020. Afterwards, they
enjoyed some retail therapy in Covent Garden before heading
back to Oldham.
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Holocaust Memorial Day
On 25th January, a group of Year 9 students took part in the Holocaust Memorial Day
Commemoration Event at Royton and Crompton School along with the Oldham Youth Council. The
theme was “We stand together” and it marked the 75th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz. The
event was introduced by the Mayor of Oldham Council with Rabbi Daniel Walker leading a reflection.
The students had the opportunity to hear Eric Cohen
retell his family’s experience of the Holocaust, both
reflecting on those who sadly lost their lives and
those who survived but whose lives had changed
forever. Our students had previously spent three
months learning about the Holocaust and had
produced scrapbooks as a homework project using
their independent research.
They presented these scrapbooks to the audience, explaining what they had researched about the
atrocities, read survivor testimonies and reflected on how Jewish people’s faith was challenged by
these events. They expressed their hope for the future that we would stand together and learn from
the tragic experiences of those in the Holocaust and subsequent genocides and together rebuild our
communities with tolerance and kindness.

British Mathematics Olympiad and Senior Kangaroo Challenge
Following the success of our Sixth Form entrants in
this year's Senior UKMT Challenge, we are delighted
to announce the standout results of the follow-on
rounds, to which eight of our students progressed.
Firstly, the Senior Kangaroo Challenge, in which
James Goddard achieved a score of 50 points. Given
that the test has a maximum mark of 100, this may
not seem - at first glance - like a score worthy of this
recognition. However, such is the level of difficulty of
the test, this puts James comfortably into the top
25% of all entrants. And when you consider that qualification into the Senior Kangaroo Challenge in
the first place requires a gold award and a top score from the Senior UKMT challenge, one begins to
recognise James' achievement.
Secondly, the British Mathematical Olympiad (Round 1). Only the top 1,000 students from the Senior
UKMT Challenge are invited to sit this gruelling 3-hour examination. We were delighted to discover
that Samuel Williamson achieved a Merit and Rishit Dhoot achieve a Distinction; Rishit being only two
marks away from a medal! What a fantastic achievement from both gentlemen. Additionally, Reece
Wood missed out on a Merit by only a single mark - once again, a superb performance.
This year provided us with some wonderful results and all who took part should be extremely proud
of their achievements. The bar has been well and truly raised - what could possibly happen next year?.
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Computational
Thinking Challenge
All	
  Blue	
  Coat	
  Compu-ng	
  pupils	
  
were	
  entered	
  into	
  the	
  Bebras	
  
computa-onal	
  thinking	
  challenge	
  at	
  
the	
  end	
  of	
  last	
  year.	
  The	
  challenge,	
  
led	
  by	
  Oxford	
  University,	
  introduces	
  
computa-onal	
  thinking	
  to	
  students.	
  
It	
  is	
  organised	
  in	
  over	
  40	
  countries	
  
and	
  designed	
  to	
  get	
  students	
  all	
  
over	
  the	
  world	
  excited	
  about	
  
compu-ng.	
  
The	
  top	
  10%	
  of	
  students	
  in	
  these	
  
age	
  groups	
  will	
  be	
  invited	
  to	
  enter	
  
the	
  invita-on	
  only	
  ‘ TCS	
  Oxford	
  
Compu-ng	
  Challenge’	
  in	
  March,	
  
and	
  I	
  am	
  pleased	
  to	
  say	
  that	
  36	
  of	
  
our	
  pupils	
  achieved	
  this	
  accolade.	
  	
  
They	
  are:-‐	
  Isaac	
  Cheung,	
  Jacob	
  
Riley,	
  Kameron	
  Law,	
  Aaron	
  Cain,	
  
Eleanor	
  Workman,	
  Elodie	
  Hopkins,	
  
Aiden	
  Wiseman,	
  Will	
  Howard,	
  Ka-e	
  
Pheasey,	
  Ben	
  Evans,	
  Elliot	
  Lyons,	
  
Alex	
  Edmed,	
  Corra	
  Jones,	
  James	
  
Barber,	
  Harvey	
  Harrison,	
  Emily	
  
Higham,	
  Harvey	
  Sheen,	
  Alexandra	
  
Clark,	
  Thomas	
  Crowther,	
  Jack	
  
Harrington,	
  Daksh	
  Chohan,	
  Harry	
  
Thompson,	
  Edward	
  Lambert,	
  Alex	
  
Wainwright	
  and	
  Ryan	
  Duddle.	
  
The	
  top	
  achieving	
  students	
  in	
  the	
  
four	
  oldest	
  age	
  groups	
  will	
  be	
  
invited	
  to	
  aXend	
  a	
  ﬁnal	
  round	
  and	
  
celebra-on	
  in	
  the	
  new	
  year.	
  	
  This	
  
will	
  take	
  place	
  in	
  HerZord	
  College	
  
and	
  the	
  Department	
  of	
  Computer	
  
Science	
  at	
  Oxford	
  University.	
  	
  We	
  
are	
  eagerly	
  awai-ng	
  to	
  ﬁnd	
  out	
  if	
  
any	
  of	
  our	
  pupils	
  have	
  been	
  invited	
  
to	
  Oxford	
  University	
  next	
  year.	
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Girls’ U16 Netball
Our U16 netball team
were in action on Saturday
25th January at Wright
Robinson School,
competing in the regional
round of the National
Schools Netball
competition. We had 3
group games to play
before we discovered
whether we had progressed
to the semi-finals. Our first match was against Ullswater
Community College and it was a convincing start winning 30-3.
After a lengthy break, the squad had to rally again for our
second match which was against St Michael’s CE High School.
A little less convincing at times during this match but the girls
showed their experience and fight and got the winning result,
17-8. Our final group match was against Rainford School,
winning 21-5, and setting up a semi-final against Wirral
Grammar. The last 18 months has taught us that Wirral are a
first-class team that cannot be underestimated, and we knew
this was going to be our toughest match so far. We were able
to utilise the break we had to get ourselves warmed-up and
mentally prepared for the match.
It was a brilliant match with high levels of netball on display
from both teams. We managed to take the lead and then
control the match, taking us to a 17-10 victory. This guaranteed
our progress through to the National Schools finals as one of
the top two teams that day, and we were absolutely delighted!
This also set up the final against The Grange, who were the only
other team that were undefeated thus far. Not knowing much
about them as a team could have been unnerving, as we knew
they were not to be taken lightly. We were determined to finish
as champions of this round of the competition and we’re
delighted to say that's exactly what we did. A great game to
finish the day, with a winning result of 19-10.
A huge thanks has to go to all the parents, family and additional
staff members that willingly gave up their weekend to come
and support the team. It makes a huge difference to have a
supportive side-line crowd cheering us on!
The National Schools Netball finals will take place on Saturday,
14th March. Watch this space!
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What It Takes - Sam Bamford (Trainee Primary School Teacher)
When were you at Blue Coat?
I was at Blue Coat between 2009 to 2016 as I
stayed on into sixth form.

What do you particularly remember from your
time at Blue Coat?
All the fantastic opportunities that they had
available. I remember starting my Bronze DofE
in Year 9 and then doing Silver and Gold later
in my school life. This inspired me to do the
Diamond DofE Award which I achieved by
climbing an Alp (Bunderspitz in Switzerland).
What do you wish you knew back then?
The friends you make in school are not who you have to be friends with forever. It’s okay to leave people
behind and move onto your next adventure.
What are you doing now?
I am currently training to be a primary school teacher through Manchester Nexus SCITT. which is run
through Blue Coat School.
Did you ever expect to be doing what you're doing now?
Absolutely not. I left Blue Coat with the aspirational target of being the next Bill Gates, I loved
Computing. I went to De Montfort University in Leicester and I got a degree in Software Engineering.
However, after the second year, I decided I didn’t want to go into computing, I reflected on what I was
good at, teaching. 16 months later, I’m teaching Year 1 how to count to 20 and I never realised how
much I would enjoy thinking about different ways to explain the most simple tasks, as well as being on
site tech support for my mentor when her computer is playing up.
How did your studies contribute to what you're doing now?
My university offered opportunities to teach students of all areas through a scheme they had called
DMULocal. I started by spending time teaching computing to some older students that had come to the
university, but I didn’t really enjoy that. However, when I got to teach Year 6 how to use Excel, I loved it. I
looked into how to become a teacher and there were many paths to take, and I choose the one-year
school direct route and haven’t looked back since.
What about your hobbies and interests back then? How did they contribute?
I was, and still am, an Explorer Scout leader. Explorer scouts are 14-18 years old and we teach them life
skills. My last session focused on how to develop websites and how to make your own using HTML. I
was also a Campanologist (or bell-ringer) and would often help teaching beginners on how to ring the
bell, when to let go of the rope, and when to catch it again.
Did you receive encouragement from anyone?
Throughout my Blue Coat life, support was never scarce. Wherever I turned, somebody cared. Staff
were always ready to read my personal statement for the millionth time and my maths teacher was
always ready to guide me during my A-Level troubles. Not a single lesson went by where a teacher
didn’t care about how I was doing.
What's your advice to pupils who want to get into a similar career?
Get experience. Spend time with children, either in school or in extra-curricular activities. Schools are
always happy for people to come in and observe how lessons are taught, what the life of school is like,
there is so much that goes on behind the scenes, much more than I realised. The training year is tough,
it’s intense, but if it’s right for you, like it is for me, you will love it.
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