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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Firstly, can I thank you all for your help and support through what has been an incredibly difficult 
couple of weeks for us all.  We have tried our best to keep things going and to remain as 'normal' 
as possible, and I must say the staff have gone above and beyond in so many ways, especially this 
week.  This afternoon I shared with staff the emails and thank you letters that many of you have 
sent in, and they were all incredibly appreciative and touched by your kind words.  
 
Our young people have also been incredible.  Those in school have continued to work hard and 
more importantly, they have done it with a smile on their face.  Those who have had to self-isolate 
have done so responsibly and for the benefit of everyone else.  Along with our Year 11 and Year 
13 pupils, we all share the frustration, concern and upset at the cancellation of the public 
examinations.  However, their hard work and the hard work of staff will not be in vain.  The 
knowledge they have acquired and developed will help them with the next stage of their educational 
journey and we will support them in every possible way to ensure they get the qualifications they 
deserve and can progress to their desired pathway next year. 
 
We now move into an unprecedented period of enforced school closures.  As of this evening the 
school will be closed to all pupils apart from vulnerable children and the children of 'keyworkers', 
who have no alternative but to send their children to school.  By now you should have all received 
the information regarding the criteria for 'keyworkers' but please remember, as per Government 
guidance, if it is at all possible for children to be at home, then they should be.  
 
Staff will set work for all pupils using BLOODLE and Homework Blocks.  Pupils who are in school 
will be set and will access exactly the same work via BLOODLE, just as the pupils working at home 
will.  As parents, can I ask that you check your son/daughter is accessing the work and completing 
it.  Where possible, try to keep them in a daily routine and provide them somewhere suitable to 
work, so that they maintain the positive learning behaviours they have already established this 
year.  I will be asking form tutors to 'check in' with families on a weekly basis to ensure that the 
pupils can access the work and to address any issues that may arise.  As parents, if you have any 
concerns, you should follow the usual communication routes and email secretary@blue-coat.org 
or studentservices@blue-coat.org 
 
We now all face a very challenging period as a school, a community, a country and a global 
population.  We have planned carefully to ensure that the pupils will still get a high-quality 
educational provision and have put systems and structures in place to ensure we can still provide 
levels of pastoral care where needed.  At times like this we need to remember that God's love is 
there for us all, all of the time, and especially when we need it most. 
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"For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness to all generations." 
(Psalm 100:5) 
 
I hope that you and your families stay safe and well and I am looking forward to welcoming all of 
our young people back to school in the near future. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 

Mr R. Higgins 
Headteacher 
The Blue Coat School 


