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Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Following the latest guidance released by the Government and Public Health England, we have 

received many questions from parents.  The guidance in relation to self-isolation is now: 

 

• If you have symptoms, (ie, a high temperature, or a new, continuous cough – this means 

you’ve started coughing repeatedly), you must stay at home for 7 days. 

• And if you live with other people, they should stay at home for 14 days from the day the first 

person displayed symptoms. 

• If you live with someone who is 70 years or over, has a long-term condition, is pregnant or 

has a weakened immune system, try to find somewhere else for them to stay for 14 days. 

• If you have to stay at home together, try to keep away from each other as much as possible. 

 

Obviously, it is important that everyone follows this guidance, but as you can imagine this is 

potentially going to make operating the school as normal challenging.  Please be assured that we 

are doing, and will do everything in our power to ensure that the school remains open for our young 

people, and that they can carry on with their studies as per usual, whilst the Government guidance 

is for schools to remain open.  If anything was to change, I will contact you as soon as possible. 

 

Many parents have asked questions about if we will authorise your son/daughter’s absence if they 

have to self-isolate.  The answer to this is of course yes.  If your son/daughter has to self-isolate 

because they or anyone else in the household is displaying the symptoms listed above, then their 

absence will be authorised.  Their absence will also be authorised if they or anyone else in their 

family has a significant underlying medical condition, and you feel that they need to self-isolate as 

a result.  We do not have an exhaustive list of these underlying conditions, but this is for you to 

decide as a family. 

 

We cannot authorise absences in relation to COVID-19 if pupils are kept off school for any other 

reason.  The guidance from Public Health England and the DfE is that unless pupils fall into one of 

the categories for absence outlined above, they should be in school. 

 

Whilst the school is still open as normal, it is impossible for teaching staff to e-mail pupils who are 

self-isolating work, as many parents have requested.  As the guidance for self-isolation has 

changed, the number of pupils who are self-isolating is likely to increase and we simply don’t have 

the capacity.  We are in the process of putting some work together for pupils in Years 7 – 11 who 

are self-isolating, in core subjects which will be on BLOODLE by the end of the day.  Other subjects 

will be added throughout the week.  Pupils in Years 12 and 13 should continue to revise and work 

independently. 

 



 

Last week you received a letter from the CEO of The Cranmer Education Trust outlining how we 

would set work via homework blocks if we were forced to close the school to all pupils, or indeed 

different year groups.  Whilst we are still open as normal, we will not employ this strategy yet, but 

this is our long-term plan if things progress.  For now, the small number of pupils who are self-

isolating will be able to access work from BLOODLE via the ‘self-isolation’ tab.  Guidance on how 

parents can access BLOODLE and a user guide are located on the BLOODLE page in the Quick 

Links section of our website. 

 

It is without doubt that we are operating in unprecedented times.  For now, we will continue as 

normal, but we have to take each day at a time.  I will update you if there is to be any change in 

our approach. 

 

Please make sure you all follow the Government and Public Health England guidance and that we 

all look after one another and support each other through these challenging times. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 

Mr R. Higgins 
Headteacher 
The Blue Coat School 


