
Battlefields Tour 2022
Parent information evening



- Share information about the
nature of the trip

- Give guidance on packing for the
visit

- Share clear messages with
parents about expectations
to discuss with students

Tonight we will…



Monday 20th June is a normal school day. 

Two groups, two hotels, one itinerary

Site A- Old Abbey Site B- Ypres Lodge

Early morning Tuesday 21st June – evening Friday 24th June 

Miss Bezer/Mr Webb Mrs Blomeley/Mr Clough



Accommodation



Itinerary

Tuesday 21st June (travel day)

• Meet at 3.45am at Tesco Westwood Featherstall Road North, 
Oldham OL9 6BW to drop off students and walk them to the 
correct coach. Each coach will have the number in the front 
window.

• Students to register with their coach leader when they arrive

• Travel from Dover to Calais via Eurostar (this has now changed 
from the ferry)

• Opportunities to purchase lunch in the terminal for the Eurostar 
(if not already brought/bought)

• Arrive in Ypres, Belgium early evening and unpack. Evening meal in 
the hotel and activities organised by staff.

Coach company rules: No fizzy drinks or hot food/drink 
on the coaches at any time.



Itinerary

Wednesday 22nd June

Activities on this day include:

• Bruges visit (including canal 
cruise and free time)

• Visit to Sanctuary Wood 
trenches

• Visit to Tyne Cot British 
Cemetery

• Visit to Langemark German 
Cemetery

• Evening meal at the hotel and 
activities led by staff



Itinerary

Thursday 23rd June

On this day students will:

• Visit Bellewarde Theme Park 
during the day

In the evening, students will:
• Visit St George’s church
• Have a meal in Ypres (pre-

paid)
• Attend the Last Post 

Ceremony
• Return to the hotel



Itinerary

Friday 24th June

• All coaches will leave straight 
after breakfast

• Students will board Eurostar in 
Calais around lunchtime

• We will aim to be back at Tesco 
Westwood for 8pm (TBC), but will 
ask students to update 
parents/guardians throughout the 
journey



• Key parts of the itinerary are sensitive in their
nature and behaviour must reflect this at all
times

• There WILL be relatives of those who fought
during the war at different sites

• There will be times when students will listen to
key information about the place they are visiting

• There will be no earphones or use of phones in an
inappropriate way when we are visiting places on
our itinerary

• Students are ambassadors and must demonstrate
respect at all times

Curriculum expectations



Money

Practical information

• Small amount of sterling money (approx. £30) 
to buy drinks and/or snacks on the journey 
down but also tea and snacks on the way home 

• €70-100 will be plenty for spending whilst 
away. We will operate a ‘bank’. Opportunities to 
buy snacks in the theme park, Belgium 
chocolate, souvenirs etc. They’ll get a packed 
lunch from the hotel each day.

• Small denomination notes please. We cannot 
change large notes as we have no float cash.



Passports/insurance

Practical information

• All students will be travelling with their 
own passports. These must be handed 
into school ASAP if this has not already 
been given to us. They should be handed 
to Mrs Green in the office

• Once we arrive at the hotel, all passports 
will be stored in the safe.

• Students will be travelling under the 
Cranmer Education Trusts’ travel 
insurance, so you do not need to purchase 
additional insurance. 



COVID information – (as of 10th May)

Practical information

• Pupils need to have proof of their vaccination status on their NHS app on their phones if they 
are fully vaccinated. Any pupils that are under 13 years can get a letter from their doctors to 
confirm their vaccination status.

• Unvaccinated pupils will still need to take a PCR Test 72 hrs before travel or Antigen test 24 
hrs before travel for Belgium or show a COVID-19 recovery certificate showing a positive PCR 
test result no older than 180 days. Proof must be brought on the trip with them. 

• Facemasks are now only mandatory in Belgium in Hospitals and on public transport.

• Students will also need a passenger locator form completing



Packing essentials

Practical information

• A warm coat for outdoor visits
• Two pairs of sensible footwear including sturdy trainers suitable for activities 
• A lightweight waterproof coat / a hat in case of sun
• Sun cream is an essential item, sunglasses 
• Casual wear for all types of weather - layers
• No crop/belly tops or ‘hot pant’ style shorts that expose inappropriate amounts or areas of 

flesh – students will be instructed to change if necessary
• Socks and underwear
• Nightwear 
• Toiletries
• Towel - the hotel does not provide
• 2/3 plastic bags for wet or dirty clothing
• Phone charger and European adapter plug
• Wellies - no access to trenches without these - plastic bag labelled with child’s name – to be 

left separate from other luggage underneath the coach



Packing essentials [for on the coach]

Practical information

• A packed lunch / snacks /drinks for the 
long first day

• Any device that uses sound must have 
headphones with it. 

• Money – we will collect it for safe keeping 
once on the journey down 

• Water bottle - no cans and no fizzy 
drinks

• Medication for travel sickness, allergies 
etc.

• Sun cream (Factor 30+)
• Pillow and blanket 



Valuable items

Practical information

• Whatever your decision, every child will be 
responsible for looking after their own 
possessions. 

• No valuables (with the exception of cameras and 
phones) should be taken along for reasons of 
security. 

• Mobile phones will be allowed.  If the phone 
doubles up as a camera, it will be one less thing to 
carry. 

• Hair dryers / straighteners are allowed but it 
would be best if students could arrange to share. 

• Plug extensions are NOT allowed, they are a 
fire hazard

• No other electrical items are allowed and will be 
confiscated



Use of mobile phones

Practical information

• Safety of all students is our priority concern

• We strongly encourage you to discuss safe use of mobile phones 
with your child before they go on the trip.

• It is highly likely that there will be other groups in the hotel at the 
same time, of varying ages including school groups from Europe. 

• Students need to be aware not to give out any personal information 
including social media handles to people that they do not know and 
to never share anything that might compromise their safety or 
wellbeing

• School staff reserve the right on the trip to confiscate phones of 
any students if we believe their safety has been compromised.

• You will be contacted straight away if this happens and will be able 
to contact your child via their teacher’s school phone if necessary.



Behaviour expectations

Practical information

As in school
• Zero tolerance on use of banned substances such as alcohol or cigarettes
• Be mindful when packing to avoid other items not allowed in school (e.g. sharp 

objects)
• Pupils will be expected to maintain the professional working relationships that 

they have with their teachers during a working day
• Pupils must take responsibility for managing the relationships that they have 

with their peers
• Genuine causes for concern should be reported immediately to teaching staff, 

and not sent via text to parents
• Travel expectations (coach/Eurostar)
• It is NOT permitted to purchase replica ‘war’ related items such as 

knives, guns, bullets/shells, etc. Such items if purchased will be 
confiscated and disposed of in Belgium, so will be a waste of money.



When you arrive at Tesco please make sure there is room for the 
coaches to enter and park

Case needs to be taken to the correct coach (coach numbers will be on 
the front)

Once case is loaded, students will not access it until Tuesday evening

Register with the coach leader then get onto the coach straight away

Arrival home- expected time on Friday is 8pm (TBC). Once in the UK we 
will ask students to update you on the arrival time

It is essential you are waiting for us at Tesco for our arrival. Please 
respect that we also have families we have been away from. 

Coach information



Sleeping arrangements

Practical information

• Students will be allowed to select who
they share a room with, as far as
possible, but this is a timely and
difficult process

• Changes affect everyone and involve
starting the process again, and thus
cannot be accommodated - this is final

• Students will not be allowed into the
rooms of other students and must
instead use the ample social areas



Final reminders to students

Practical information

• If it is really valuable and you worry about losing it, don’t
bring it.

• Keeping own money for the week is not an option

• Phoning home when you are worried about something
doesn’t help us to solve the problem.

• Behaviour expectations


