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Key Dates
School Reopens To
Students
Tuesday, 5th November

Ski Trip Information
Evening
Wednesday, 5th November

GCSE Presentation Evening
Thursday, 7th November

Faith Day (Band 1)
Monday, 11th November

Faith Day (Band 2)
Tuesday, 12th November

Speech Night
Friday 15th November

6th Form App. Deadline
Friday, 29th November

Christmas Concert
Tuesday, 3rd December

The Blue Coat School

Message from the Headteacher
And in a blink of an eye, the first half term of the 2019/20
school year has gone!
The pupils have made a great start to the new academic
year. They are now all settled into new routines, have
established positive relationships with any new teachers
they may have this year and are making really good
progress in their studies as a result. During this half term we
have had many visitors from different organisations visit
Blue Coat, and when I have taken them on walks around
the school, they have all commented on the enthusiasm
and passion for learning our young people demonstrate in
lessons, which is pleasing to be able to feedback to you.
As well as establishing the necessary learning behaviours
for the year ahead, our pupils have also had the
opportunity to take part in a number of extra-curricular and
enrichment activities. Many of these events will be outlined
in the newsletter, but we can never include all the
opportunities and experiences that the pupils have had this
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Chaplaincy

Our school verse this year
is:
1 Peter 5:7
"Give all your worries to
him, because he cares for
you”.
In a world with so much
uncertainty, our themes
this year, along with this
verse, will help us to turn
to a God who we can trust,
because he cares about us.
We will be considering
themes such as injustice,
the environment, worry,
community and
relationships - and in all
these, we'll reflect on how
faith in a caring,
unchanging God can give
us strength, comfort and
purpose in our lives.
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half term, or it would become novel rather than a
newsletter! Last year we developed a school Twitter
account which is probably the best way to keep up to date
with all upcoming events and latest news from the school.
We now have over 1230 followers, so if you aren’t following
us yet, please do.
I am always impressed by the contributions that our young
people make to charity and the generosity of spirit that
they show on a regular basis. On returning to school this
year, I have noticed a real desire and passion from the
pupils to tackle some of the big issues that are threatening
the environment. In fact, since we returned in September, I
have received an abundance of emails from pupils all
wanting to play a leading role in reducing the schools
carbon footprint and use of non-recyclable plastics. This is
something I am going to ask the Student Council to lead on
as we progress throughout the year, but I’ll keep you
updated as to the changes they initiate. This year we have
already removed plastic cutlery from the school and
introduced recyclable drinks containers, all at the request
of the pupils.
It’s been a great start to the new school year, and I’m
looking forward to seeing the progress our pupils continue
to make and the wider curricular opportunities they take up
when they return after half term.
I hope you all have an enjoyable and restful break together
as a family.

Mr R. Higgins
Headteacher
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STEP Day
Tuesday 7th October 2019 was a day which came full of
problems. That’s because it was the annual STEP (Sixth Term
Examination Paper) Day.

Over two days in October all of
Year 8 visited beautiful Lytham St.
Annes to complete human and
physical fieldwork in a coastal
environment. Students created
dune profiles, evaluated the
effectiveness of the sea wall and
analysed land use in the town.
Despite being nearly blown away
by the wind students
demonstrated great enthusiasm
for their work and behaved
impeccably throughout the day.

Apprentice Show
Thirty students from the school
recently attended the National
Apprenticeship Show at Bolton
Arena. The event was jam packed
with leading employers promoting
their apprenticeship and degree
level opportunities and pathways.
A wide range of careers were
covered with Accountancy firm
Deloitte the Civil Service, Barclays,
Airbus and Northern Rail all
catching the eye of the sixth form
students.

Each year the Blue Coat School invites some of its strongest
mathematicians along with those from other local secondary
schools, for a day of high-level mathematical problem solving.
This year was no different; the students became engrossed in
deep, complex problems throughout the day. It was a
wonderful opportunity for students to exercise innovative
thinking, mathematical rigour, and to be introduced to new
techniques and ideas.
For some, this was a chance to develop their skills ahead of
applications to Cambridge University and Warwick University,
both of which demand a STEP qualification for certain
courses. For others, it was simply a chance to extend their
knowledge beyond A-Levels and take it to the next stage.
Well done to all of the students who took part, for what was a
highly demanding but ultimately, very rewarding day.

MACBETH	
  
Earlier this month, Year 11 students enjoyed a visit by theatre
company, Say Two, who performed 'Macbeth' and then
involved pupils in drama workshops to help them explore
key themes and ideas. This was a valuable experience in
bringing the text to life and helping pupils to revise in time
for their mock exam.
The Blue Coat School
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Girls’ Sport
Our U16 netball team competed in the Oldham
Schools Senior ‘A’ Rally at Newman earlier this month.
Sadly only 4 schools were able to enter, but we still
enjoyed an excellent afternoon of competitive netball.
We got off to a convincing start against Newman
College, winning that match 34-11, then we took on
OASIS, a relatively inexperienced team at netball, but
nonetheless a great bunch of young ladies who gave
it their all. The result was a resounding 26-2.
Our final game was against Saddleworth, and probably our toughest match. After a close
first few minutes, we managed to pull away and the final score was 24-13 in our favour, which
means we are now Oldham Schools Netball Rally Champions. What a great start to the
season!
Our U19 netball team competed for the first time ever in the first round of the National
Schools Netball Tournament, which took place at Cheadle Hulme School in Stockport. We
had 5 group games (2 wins, 2 draws and 1 loss), but unfortunately the 2 drawn games cost us
a semi-final place. It was disappointing, but that’s sport! We will continue to train hard, and
we will come back better and stronger next year, when the majority of our squad will be in
Year 12, so we’ll get another shot at it!
Our Year 7 B team got off to a winning start in the Oldham Schools
Netball League, managing to beat Hulme Grammar B team 15-9. Both
squads played with great team spirit, motivation and fair play. It was lovely
to watch and see such a good number of young ladies giving their all for
their respective schools.
Congratulations also to Lucy Johnson, who has been selected for the
Lancashire Girls’ U13 cricket squad following recent trials in their development programme!

The Big “Soup Share”
The “Big Soup Share” is a chance to celebrate the work
students do in the garden by harvesting their crops, whizzing
them up into a delicious soup and sharing it out with others.
A small cohort of our students took pat in this event earlier
this month at The Hub @ Alexandra Park, and what a great
success it was. The soup was shared with family, friends and
the local community, and it was truly delicious.

The Blue Coat School

4

Newsletter of The Blue Coat School

25 October 2019

Boys’ Sport
Earlier this month, six of our Year 7 students took part in a
Boccia event. Boccia is a precision ball sport, related
to bowls, and the sport is contested at local, national and
international levels. The boys team came third in the
regional qualifier and received a bronze medal. A fantastic
achievement for their first attempt at the sport.
Earlier this week our Year 9 Rugby team took part in the
Oldham Rugby Tournament where they came runners-up,
and last week our Year 7 Rugby team came joint first in the
Oldham Rugby Plate Tournament. Well done to both teams,
what a great start to the year.
Congratulations to AJ and Harry who took part in the Oldham Tennis
Tournament earlier this year.
Harry and AJ won the Year 7/8 competition, but they also went on to become
runners up in the Year 9/10 competition despite only being in Year 7 at the
time! What an amazing achievement!

Foodbank Donations
Congratulations to Isabel and Balsan who have
worked tirelessly over the past 4 weeks organising
donations for Oldham’s Foodbank.
Earlier this week, with the help of our Chaplain, Mr
Ford and Ms Ash, we delivered a staggering two car
loads of food at the Foodbank, all of which had
been donated by our students. What a wonderful
act of community spirit these two students have
displayed. Well done!

Volunteering
Well done to Rebekah Woodward, who has been accepted on the
Dovestones RSPB Project as a Volunteer. I know she is going to be a
wonderful asset to the team.

Don’t forget to follow us on Twitter: @BCOldham
Facebook: Cranmer Education Trust
Let’s keep sharing and celebrating all that is good about Blue Coat.
The Blue Coat School
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Junior Leadership
Team
Congratulations to our new
Junior Leadership Team for
2019/2020.
Year 8
Charlotte Mann, Ben Keating,
Lola Cecilia, Madison Coburn,
Maisie Lee, Harry Trelfa, Freya
Handley, Kristie Oguka
Rapheal, Daulton Kayley,
Sienna Rathbone, Bailey
Fernandes, Ruby Wood, Jessica
Perrin, Jack Smith, George
Parker, Tess Handley, Gareth
Dawson.
Year 9
Daksh Chauhan, Jack
Pennystan, Daisy Hopkins, Will
Moses, Tess Haynes, Jimmy
Gledhill, Ella Grace-Dawson,
Awesta Yaftaly, Thomas
Garside, Chloe Dunlop, Rohan
Kenworthy, Ellie Johnstone,
Hannah Fiford, Aalisa
Mahmood, Romell Harewood,
Annabel Amadin, Muizzah
Mussamil, Maisie Simon,
Imogen Payton, Akindele
Adegbamigbe
Year 10
Kelvin Ekundayo, Charlotte
Walton-Thorpe, Isobel Jackson,
Jack Buckley, Georgia Spratt,
Shyla Khan, Will Chatterton,
Ruby Parker, Balsan Irgan,
Isabel Jackson, Ester Kabwika,
Sam Howard, Jasmine Starkey,
Shaun Ndebele, Meriane
Ariokot, Maheen Azad, Sophie
McCormack, Autumn Brown,
Ella Hughes.
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God and the Big Bang
On Monday 14th October 120 of our
Year 10 students had an exciting day
working with leading scientists to
explore the dynamics of faith and
science. We were joined by Christian
scientists from ‘God and The Big
Bang’ programme.
These were scientists who have studied, researched and lectured
at Cambridge, Lincoln and Durham Universities. All the speakers,
who are experts in their fields of chemical physics, geophysics,
atomic physics, genetic biology, explained how they marry their
faith to their passion for science.
The day started with a magical opening keynote speech from Dr
Matt Prichard, a member of the Inner Magic Circle. The students
then had the opportunity to attend three separate interactive
sessions to look closer at each scientist’s speciality, linking this with
their faith in God. At the end of the day students had the
opportunity to ask questions to each of the scientists, in a Q&A
forum.
Whilst Year 10 were asking
questions to the panel, Year 12
were receiving a lecture from Dr
Althea Wilkinson, a leading scientist
at Jodrell Bank. Dr Wilkinson gave
the Sixth Form a crash course in the
latest Big Bang studies and made
us think about why, as well as how,
the universe was formed.

Initial Teacher Training Bursary Update
You may or may not know that The Blue Coat School is the Lead
School for a School Centred Teacher Training programme Manchester Nexus SCITT.
Recruitment season for teacher training is now well underway and
bursaries are an incentive to complete a teacher training course.
These are tax free payments that are spread out in instalments
across the teacher training year, to allow people to manage without
an income for the year. It is important to note that bursaries are as
well as any student loans that trainees receive.
Please see the bursary amounts below:

The Blue Coat School
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In addition to bursaries the Department of Education
have also introduced early-career payments for
Modern Foreign Languages, Chemistry, Physics and
Maths. The early payments are gifted in yearly
instalments of £2000 or £3000 depending on the area
in which trainees go on to teach.

For further information, go to - https://
getintoteaching.education.gov.uk/funding-myteacher-training/bursaries-and-scholarships-forteacher-training
If you know anybody interested in teaching, please do
signpost them to the incentives.

What It Takes - Jess Rothwell (Teacher of English)
What do you particularly remember from you time at Blue Coat?
I remember being so happy at Blue Coat and excited to go to school
every day! I particularly relished the extra-curricular opportunities that
were on offer and have fond memories of my PE teachers cheering me
on from the side lines as I sprinted to the finish line of the 1500m.
Christmas time at Blue Coat was always special. I vividly remember Mr
Ford and Mr Clewer performing in a band as part of The Talent Show.
And one year, we even had Girls Aloud perform in the school hall!
What do you wish you knew back then?
I wish I knew that being out of your comfort zone meant progress and
growth.
What are you doing now?
I am a secondary school teacher – at Blue Coat! I teach English and I am a Director of Learning for Year 7
students.
Did you ever expect to be doing what you're doing now?
Yes, I always knew I wanted to teach. I am very fortunate that I had excellent role models in both my
primary and secondary schools. I aspired to be a teacher from the moment I met one.
How did your studies contribute to what you're doing now?
I studied English at A-Level and read English Language and Linguistics at The University of Manchester. I
continued my studies and received a Master’s in Education, and a year later, obtained my PGCE from
Liverpool Hope University.
Did you receive encouragement from anyone?
Yes – I received encouragement from all teachers throughout my school career, but especially my English
teacher. She taught me the importance of persevering and realising that if one door doesn’t open as
planned or hoped, another door certainly will.
What's your advice to pupils who want to get into a career as a teacher?
You must have resilience. Teaching can sometimes feel like it is the best job in the world, but it has its
challenges. Be prepared to work hard, be prepared to take risks and be prepared for every day to be
different from the previous. But most importantly, ensure you take time for yourself every now and again.
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