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Key Dates
Christmas Concert
Tuesday, 3rd December

Year 7 Pantomime
Wednesday, 11th December

Junior Carol Service
Wednesday, 18th
December

Message from the Headteacher

Senior Carol Service
Thursday 19th December

School Closes To Students
Friday, 20th December at
1.20pm

School Re-Open To
Students
Monday, 6th January

Don’t Forget to Follow us
on Twitter at
@BCOldham

Last month provided us with the opportunity to celebrate the
many successes and achievements of our young people from
the 2018/19 academic year. At the GCSE Presentation Evening,
we welcomed over 200 pupils and their families back. As
always, this was a wonderful evening and gave us all the
opportunity to reflect meaningfully and with humour on the
achievements of the pupils and the individual journey they
each took to get there.
We also had another fabulous Speech Night celebration, where
we got to congratulate our highest achievers in Years 7 – 13. It
was also pleasing to see so many of last year’s Year 13 cohort
return from all corners of the country to collect their A-Level
certificates. Our guest speaker was James Whitworth, himself
an “Old Blue”, who is now a SAP Development Lead for
McLaren Motors. James spoke with great fondness about his
time at Blue Coat, and it was clear to see how the pupils
connected with his engaging and inspiring words about the
benefits of education, but also the need to pursue our own
passions and curiosities in life; whatever they may be.
On the topic of rewards and celebrations, this year we have
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The Big Draw Festival
On the last day of term,
students took part in The Big
Draw, the world’s largest
drawing festival which
promotes visual literacy and
art education. Departments
across the whole school
incorporated drawing tasks
into their lessons, and the
whole school curriculum was
#drawntolife

Shoebox Appeal
We have had another
wonderful response to our
Annual “Operation Christmas
Child” Shoebox Appeal, with
183 boxes donated to
children less fortunate than
ourselves in Eastern Europe.
In addition to this, £600 was
also raised, which will more
than cover the shipping
costs. Thank you to everyone
who contributed.

29 November 2019
introduced a new rewards policy at Blue Coat, and hopefully
many of you have got to see, or hear evidence of this first hand.
The new rewards system was introduced after consultation with
the school council, but also the parental working group. This
year we have introduced a new system whereby each half term
teachers select 2 students per year group to nominate for a
Subject Reward letter home, which also explains the reasons
why.
Pastoral Awards will also be given by Directors of Learning.
They monitor positive SIMs entries on a weekly basis and
display the names of the highest achieving pupils on the year
group social space/landing. Every 3-4 weeks the DoL will
identify the students who are in the top 5% of the year group
based on aggregated SIMS. These pupils will then be
celebrated in a year group assembly and a draw will take place.
If their names are selected they get a week’s queue jump pass
for the restaurant for them and a friend. These are proving
more popular than fast-track passes at Alton Towers!
We have also introduced the Headteachers Award. This is
awarded at the end of each half term, and all teaching staff
complete a postcard on which they outline why they think a
particular student should receive special recognition. I then
read through all the nominations and select 3 pupils to receive
the Award. A letter of congratulations is sent home, together
with a copy of the teacher’s nomination. The students then
receive a celebration break-time and have the opportunity to
discuss their nomination with me. (Hopefully they see this as a
reward!)
This system has been introduced to ensure that we have a
consistent approach to rewards and that students know what
the expectations are across all subjects. It also acknowledges
the hard work of far more students than ever before and
includes parents in the celebration/ rewards process too.
As our examination season commences, we are now recruiting
to add to our existing invigilator team. This is a rewarding role,
working with our young people to support them though their
exams. If you have availability during our exam dates and
would like to apply, please view the full details on the school
website. The exam dates are: 27th February 2020 to 6th
March 2020 and 11th May 2020 to 30th June 2020 (except half
term week 26th to 29th May). If you would like to discuss what
is involved in more detail, please contact our Examinations
Manager Mrs Haynes.
As always, thank you for your continued support.

R. Higgins
The Blue Coat School
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Advent Challenge

Our school verse for the year from
1 Peter 5:7 reminds us that we can
“Give all our worries to God,
because he cares for us”.
Although Christmas is a festival of
celebration for many, it can also
be a time of stress and worry for
people in our own communities.
There are also many who will not
have a break over the festive
period due to family or work
commitments. Therefore, for our
Advent Challenge this year will be
a asking each form group to
produce a gift hamper for a group
of people in the local community,
to show how much we are thankful
for their work. Just as God cares
for us, we can show our care to
others in this way.
We are certain that our Advent
challenge will bring love, joy and
light to those in our local
community.

Biology Lecture
Our Year 13 Biologists had an
interesting and inspiring trip to
the A-level “Science Live” lectures
at the University of Manchester.
Professor Adam Hart, Doctor
Jenny Rohn, Professor Steve
Jones, Professor Lord Robert
Winston and Professor Dame
Nancy Rothwell spoke about their
research and careers in the
beautiful surroundings of
Whitworth Hall. There were also
two informative sessions about
exam technique.
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Faith Day
Our annual Faith Day
took place earlier
this month and was a
great success as
always. Our Year 7
students were
privileged to be
joined by some very
keen Year 5 pupils
from East Crompton
St. George’s and
Mayfield primary
schools for a
religious journey of discovery. Year 7 were off timetable for
the whole day as they travelled from room to room learning
about five of the six world religions.
They took part in various activities led by members of
different faith communities; gaining a deeper insight into
each religion as a result. The day started off with an Anglican
prayer and reflection time in the hall, preparing us for the
exciting day ahead. Students then enjoyed Gospel singing
and dancing; a pretend Shabbat meal; mandala meditation;
Christian reflection, “All about Islam” from Mufti Helal and an
insight into Hindu festivals. The students were enthusiastic
and inquisitive, demonstrating their ability to be role models
for the younger guests. They were accompanied by some of
our wonderful Sixth Form students who generously gave up
their free time to supervise and join in the fun.

Creative	
  Writing	
  Blog	
  
Grace Stocks in Year 8 has won the Blue Coat Creative
Writing Competition 2019 and Tanzeelah Mahmood and
Kenzi Walton-Thorpe, (Year 7), were runners up. Each pupil
wrote a poem inspired by this year's National Poetry Day
theme of 'truth'. The winning pupils have each awarded with
a book token to encourage their creative writing even
further. You can read the winning poems and other poems
inspired by National Poetry Day on the Blue Coat Creative
Writing blog:
https://bcscreativewriting151449735.wordpress.com/
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Girls’ U16 Netball
Our U16 netball team (consisting of Year 10 and 11 girls)
competed in the U16 National Schools County Round earlier
this month at Wright Robinson School. The competition
started at 9.00am with back-to-back games against St
Monica's, Loreto, Manchester High School for Girls,
Stockport Grammar, Altrincham Girls Grammar School,
Wright Robinson and Cheadle Hulme School.
The girls played consistently well and managed to dominate
all the group games, which enabled them to finish at the top
of our table and set up a semi-final against Bury Grammar.
The girls played exceptionally well and controlled the game throughout. This ensured their place in
the next round as the top two teams from this round proceed to the Regionals. Our final was against
Saddleworth and we also dominated this match, and we finished as champions of this round. It was a
great morning of netball and it was just the start we needed to this year's National Schools’
Campaign!

Senior UKMT Challenge
This Autumn once again saw the annual Senior UKMT
Challenge take place at The Blue Coat School. This is a
testing mathematical assessment filled with 25 problems of
increasing difficulty. The challenge takes place across the
whole of the UK and involves only the strongest
mathematicians at this level. To make matters more difficult,
some of the questions (which are all multiple choice) carry a
risk - negative marks are awarded for wrong answers. This
makes guessing a foolish strategy!
This year we were delighted with a wonderful set of results. Enormous congratulations are due to Year
13 students Reece Wood and Rishit Dhoot, both of whom achieved a maximum score of 125/125.
This is a rare and remarkable result and earns both gentlemen a spot in the coveted British
Mathematical Olympiad Round 1. Reece in fact makes it top marks for the second year in a row, a feat
which might leave the question writers scratching their heads as they make their preparations for next
year's paper.
Incredibly Reece and Rishit were not the only two to progress forward into the Olympiad! In a Blue
Coat first, Reece and Rishit will be joined by two others, Cameron Husselbury and Samuel Williamson.
The two sixth formers scored 113 and 105 respectively and also advance through to the Olympiad
round. Tremendous performances from the two of them.
The strength in depth continued as James Goddard, Alex Hughes, Jack Bragg, Michael Cavanagh and
Rachel Diamond all scored highly enough to qualify for the Senior Kangaroo Challenge Round. This is
a fabulous achievement - in most years this statistic alone would be taking the headlines.
All of the above, unsurprisingly, achieved a gold certificate for their efforts. A fine accomplishment
and - being looked upon favourably by universities - one for the CV!
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In order to illustrate the quality of our Blue Coat School entrants
this year (this being the school's best ever set of results), the
following list of students all achieved a silver certificate:
Aidan Wong, Michael Cashin, Harriet Harland, Patrick Thompson,
Harrison Guy, Ellis Patterson, Robert Lomas, Alex Crowther, Emma
Hawthorne, Robert Lomas took the honour of achieving the
highest mark in the year group, for Year 12.
The following students secured a bronze certificate: Max
Butterworth, Samuel Smithies, Ismail Awan, Alice Parfitt, Kai Mullan,
Michael Yong, Michael Ballantyne, Louis Tudor, Sebastian Weigh,
Sheila Mutua, Mateusz Szyndler.

Students	
  in	
  Years	
  7	
  and	
  8	
  have	
  
recently	
  embarked	
  on	
  history	
  
projects	
  for	
  their	
  homework.	
  
Year	
  7	
  spent	
  =me	
  researching	
  
the	
  history	
  of	
  the	
  Blue	
  Coat	
  
school	
  and	
  were	
  challenged	
  to	
  
interview	
  a	
  member	
  of	
  staﬀ	
  or	
  
an	
  ex-‐student.	
  

To top it all off, only a few weeks later we fielded a team for the
illustrious Senior UKMT Team Challenge. Mrs Prince took a strong
team of Rishit Dhoot, Reece Wood, Sheila Mutua and Emma
Hawthorne to Manchester to compete with the best teams from
around the country. It is with great pleasure we can announce that
our team finished in third position - a magnificent effort and
worthy of much congratulation.

Students	
  used	
  their	
  research	
  to	
  
create	
  their	
  own	
  projects	
  to	
  
demonstrate	
  the	
  rich	
  and	
  
exci=ng	
  history	
  of	
  their	
  school.	
  	
  
Year	
  8	
  students,	
  who	
  have	
  been	
  
studying	
  the	
  Industrial	
  
Revolu=on	
  and	
  the	
  role	
  that	
  
Oldham	
  played	
  carried	
  out	
  
research	
  on	
  their	
  own	
  town’s	
  
roles	
  during	
  this	
  period.	
  They	
  
too	
  used	
  their	
  research	
  to	
  create	
  
their	
  own	
  projects.	
  

What a year of UKMT we have had. A
huge well done to all who took part
and the enormous lists of students who
were successful. Bring on next year...

All	
  students	
  presented	
  their	
  
projects	
  in	
  their	
  “gallery	
  lessons”	
  
where	
  they	
  were	
  given	
  the	
  
opportunity	
  to	
  reﬂect	
  upon	
  their	
  
own	
  work	
  as	
  well	
  having	
  the	
  
chance	
  to	
  see	
  what	
  their	
  peers	
  
had	
  created.	
  The	
  history	
  
department	
  were	
  astounded	
  at	
  
the	
  amount	
  of	
  =me	
  and	
  eﬀort	
  
that	
  had	
  been	
  put	
  into	
  these	
  
projects	
  and	
  many	
  of	
  these	
  will	
  
remain	
  on	
  display	
  around	
  the	
  
department.	
  Thank	
  you	
  so	
  much	
  
for	
  everyone’s	
  support	
  at	
  home	
  
to	
  ensure	
  all	
  our	
  pupils	
  are	
  able	
  
to	
  bring	
  in	
  something	
  to	
  
demonstrate	
  their	
  learning.	
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Northern Care Alliance Visit
Earlier this month, Year 12 Health and Social Care students
welcomed Angela Greenwood from the NCA (Northern Care
Alliance) NHS group. Angela came in to discuss careers in the NHS
- over 350 of them – in addition to providing information about
nurse cadetships / training at post-16 / volunteer work and work
experience. The girls really enjoyed learning about the different
careers options and what was on offer in the local community.
The NCA now
employs the most
people in Greater
Manchester and by
creating these
early links with
them, our students
can gain a 'foot in
the door' in
readiness for their
future studies/
careers.
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Kirsten Fletcher: Work Experience (United nations, Geneva)
The United Nations is an intergovernmental organisation
comprising of 193 countries working together to maintain
international peace and security, and cooperation between
nations. Its headquarters are in New York, Geneva, Nairobi,
Vienna and The Netherlands, all specialising in different
aspects of the UN’s work. Geneva has the second largest
offices and specialises in human rights.
I visited 2 – 3 different agencies each day (such as UNHCR,
ILO, WMO) and had an hour’s talk from a field expert. I also tested the ILO’s new virtual reality
film about child labour in Ghana, sat in on a council about labour rights and had the chance to
meet and speak to interns and workers who were specialists in our interests. During the
evenings, we had the opportunity to explore Geneva and be tourists!
As most of the UN’s workers have field experience as well as
their work at the headquarters, they have seen and
experienced some unthinkable and amazing things, making
them some of the most expert and fascinating people to hear
from and talk to. I learned so much which will benefit me
personally and academically as well as for future employment.
I really felt part of what was happening within the UN during
the week and some of the most interesting conversations I had
were over lunch when people could open up about their
experiences and what led them to this work, or when we had
the chance to deeply question our speakers. It was also
invaluable to hear how people had reached their positions
from the new interns to the most senior workers.
Next year I am hoping to study BA Geography at
university and go on to work in international
development and humanitarian affairs,
especially refugee aid. The UN is in many ways a
global leader in these fields. My work
experience week was directly linked as the
agencies we visited included the High
Commissioner for Refugees, Human Rights
Council and Médecins Sans Frontières.
My work experience was through an organised
trip which takes place twice a year for sixth form
students. You can find the relevant information at
https://www.my-work-experience.com/
index.html
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India: A Special Place (By Holly Clancy and Phoebe Bamford)
India was one of the most amazing, enriching and eye-opening experiences we have ever had,
and to say it was a culture shock, would be an understatement. It’s impossible to put into
words how sensational the trip was, but we hope you get a flavour of what we experienced.
“Our itinerary was packed, and we started our journey in Delhi, the capital of the country. After
the long flight, we all felt exhausted, but we were determined to stay awake to avoid the
dreaded jet lag.
That evening, we had our first attempt at bargaining at a gorgeous craft market. I managed
to get the price of a ring down from 1500 rupees (£15), to 900 (£9), only to find out later
from our tour guide Shoeb that he wouldn’t have paid more than 100 rupees (£1) for it, but
we were still getting used to the currency, and I was more than happy with my purchase.
Later that night, sleep was very much welcomed, and we were looking forward to an early
start the following day to visit India Gate.
The next day, the complexity of trying to stay
together, whilst walking through the busy streets,
was a challenge, and Miss Elliott and Mr Wild
instructed us to resemble sardines in a tin and close
the gaps. We all managed to stay together and
visited the first school on our trip where the
children were celebrating the festival of Diwali.
Here, we got to eat a traditional Indian dessert
which tasted like pure sugar.
After leaving the school, we had the opportunity to go on a rickshaw ride through Old Delhi
and visit the spice markets, and this was one of my highlights. We thought the roads were
chaotic in a car, but we definitely weren’t prepared for travelling in a carriage attached to a
bike!
Then came the night of the overnight train to Amritsar which was very eventful. There were
so many funny stories that came about because of that overnight train. Having arrived safely
in Amritsar, and after a short power nap at the Hotel, we ventured into the local village to see
another school. Here, the children taught us a few of the games they play in India. It
included a game of chase that was like ‘Duck, Duck, Goose’. It was also discovered that the
boys wrestled, and this prompted Henry to challenge Mr Wild to a wrestling match. I think
you can guess who won!
Later that day, we went to watch the flag ceremony done on the border between India
(Hindustan) and Pakistan. The tour guides told us that this ceremony takes place twice a day –
morning and noon – and over 3,000 people attend each service. It was wonderful to watch,
such an important occasion for the people of both countries. That evening we watched
some Sikhs perform tricks involving motorbikes, fires glass and blades. We were all given
turbans to try out and wear for an evening of dance, and our guide, Shoeb, taught us some
The Blue Coat School
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fantastic Indian dance moves. We the reciprocated with some of our traditional dance
moves and ended up doing the conga!
The following day after some well-earned rest,
we went to the Golden Temple. It was a sight to
behold, a temple made of pure gold, which
glistened in the sunlight, and reflected
beautifully in the sacred water it was
surrounded by. There was a strong sense of
community as thousands of people prayed with
the accompaniment of beautiful music in the
background.
After returning to the hotel, we had to prepare for another night on the overnight train. It just
so happened that it was the night of Diwali in India, and fireworks were going off
everywhere. This made sleeping even more difficult, but it was amazing to see how the
festival of light is celebrated by so many.
The next day we awoke in Agra, glad that we
had braved our last overnight train journey. It
was straight to the hotel then out again to visit
the iconic Taj Mahal. Our guides told us about
its history: the greatest romantic gesture ever
made. Inside holds the tomb of Shah Jahan
and his wife. It was amazing to see one of the
Seven Wonders of the World up close. We
even managed to get a picture similar to
Princess Diana’s.
Shortly after, we went to the Agra Fort where we learnt more about Agra’s history and got to
explore vast architecture and phenomenal views from the top. That night, we made the most
out of the hotel’s pool and buffet before leaving on an early morning train to Jaipur.
Our train was delayed for a few hours, so we used the time wisely. As most of us didn’t want
the packed breakfast that the hotel had provided us with, we gave the food to some of the
locals, as the poverty that many people are experiencing in this country it is on a scale like no
other. We boarded our train for the five-hour journey to Jaipur, which was everybody’s
favourite place on the trip. It’s a beautiful city and for our evening of music and dance, we
visited Chokhi Dhani, a small village filled with stores, entertainment and a free henna
station. Here, we experienced Rajasthani food – most of which was far too hot for us eat!
Our last day in Jaipur was packed full of sightseeing. The City
Palace was an interesting place to visit. There were four arches
leading to the courtyard, each archway representing a season
of the year, the door of which is opened when that season
comes along. Naturally, we saw a great photo opportunity and
had to have group photos in each door.
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From here we went to the local observatory, Jantar Mantar, where the world’s largest stone
sundial is featured along with eighteen other astronomical instruments. Following this, we
went to a nearby textiles factory and explored how Indian patterns are printed onto fabric
(they use seven colour block printing which requires a lot of skill and patience), and we had
the opportunity to print our own pattern of an elephant. The remainder of the day was spent
relaxing at the hotel and pool to prepare for another early start.
The next day we went to the Amber Palace and had the opportunity to get to the top by
elephant ride. The Palace itself was breath-taking, as it was built into the hills, but the
architecture and interior designs were spectacular. Then all too soon, it was time to leave
Jaipur on a late afternoon train back to Delhi for our final day in India. There was a mixture of
emotions. We were all grateful to be going back home to familiar food and our own beds,
but sad to be leaving such an amazing country.
Our last day was perfect. In the morning, we went to a Sikh temple and helped out in the
community kitchen at Gurudwara Bangla Sahib. After that, we all re-visited the craft market
from the first night to buy some last-minute presents and souvenirs. Our farewell meal was
the best of the trip. We were all sat on one long table outside and the food was delicious.
Our tour guides, Shoeb and Ashish, gave speeches along with Miss Elliott and we all talked
about our personal highlights of the week – we didn’t want it to end. It truly was an
unforgettable trip.

Don’t forget to follow us on Twitter: @BCOldham
Facebook: Cranmer Education Trust
Let’s keep sharing and celebrating all that is good about Blue Coat.

The Blue Coat School

10

Newsletter of The Blue Coat School

29 November 2019

What It Takes - Charlotte Fowles (Paediatric Doctor)
When were you at Blue Coat?
2003 - 2010
What do you particularly remember from your time at Blue
Coat?
I was fortunate to go on many school trips – Disneyland
Paris, Ardeche, Skiing holidays, to name but a few!!
What do you wish you knew back then?
I wish I knew that my hard work and determination would
pay off eventually. It’s easy to get disheartened when things
don’t seem to be going to plan, but if you stay positive and
focused, you will eventually get to where you want to be.
What's your best memory of school?
My best and proudest memory is when I was chosen as Deputy Head Girl. This gave me extra
responsibilities and opportunities of leadership and working in a team, including helping to organise the
Year 13 Leavers’ Ball.
What are you doing now?
I am working in the NHS as a Children’s Doctor, on a training programme to become a Consultant
Paediatrician. I am presently a Senior House Officer in A & E in a Children’s Hospital.
Did you ever expect to be doing what you're doing now?
I first started thinking that I would like to choose Medicine for a career in Year 8/9. When I started the
Medicine course at University, I hadn’t decided on a particular speciality, however, I always enjoyed
spending time with children. Once I had completed a placement on the Children’s wards during my
studies, I knew that Paediatrics was the speciality I would choose.
How did your studies contribute to what you're doing now?
Biology, particularly Human Biology, was always one of my favourite subjects. Studying it gave me a great
foundation for a Medical degree and ongoing studies.
What about your hobbies and interests back then. How did they contribute?
I always enjoyed PE and playing the variety of extra-curricular sports offered at Blue Coat. I continued to
play netball and badminton throughout my time at University and went on a number of sports tours
across the UK & Europe. Medicine is a very demanding course and career and it is important to be able
to switch off from the stresses of the course / job. Participating in and enjoying sport helps me to do this.
Did you receive encouragement from anyone?
Throughout my time at Blue Coat, staff in all departments were always very encouraging. In the later
years, I received so much support and encouragement from the staff in Science, Maths and PE and this
really helped me to believe that I could be successful in my ambition to become a Doctor.
What's your advice to pupils who want to get into a similar career?
Being a good communicator is one of the most important traits for a Doctor so look for opportunities to
improve your communication skills. Try and get health care/caring experience as soon as possible – I
volunteered in a hospice and this was extremely valuable to me as well as the charity. There are lots of
organisations who welcome volunteers. Medical schools look for students who have shown an ongoing
commitment in a caring role, rather than those who have followed a Consultant around for a week in a top
London hospital!
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