
Key Stage Four Literature Texts 

 Key Vocabulary  
Word Meaning  Link to ACC/AIC/Macbeth  

Macbeth 

Regicide (n) The act of killing a king. ‘stars hide your fires; let not light see my 
dark & deep desires’ 
‘I have no spur to prick the sides of my 
intent but only vaulting ambition’ 

Tyrant (n) 
Tyrannical (adj) 

A cruel leader.  
 
 

Somnambulism (n) 
Somnambulist (n) 

The act of sleep-walking. ‘Out out damned spot’ 
‘Here’s the smell of blood still. All the 
perfumes of Arabia would not sweeten this 
little hand.’ 

Psychological (adj) 
 

Relating to the mind. ‘Will all great Neptune’s ocean wash this 
blood clean from my hands?’ 

 

Hallucination (n) 
Hallucinogenic (adj) 
 

Seeing something that is not really there. ‘Is this a dagger I see before me…?’ 
‘Never shake thy gory looks at me’ 

Treason (n) 
Traitor (n) 
Treacherous (adj) 
Treachery (n) 

The crime of helping your country’s 
enemies or trying to overthrow your 
country’s government or monarch. 

‘I am steeped pin blood so far that should I 
wade no more, returning was as tedious as 
go o’er’ 

Manipulate (v) 
Manipulation (n) 
Manipulative (adj) 

To control something in a clever & 
usually selfish way. 

 

Loyal (adj) 
Loyalty (n)  

Showing complete support.  
 
 

Betrayal (n) 
Betray (v) 

 

The act of hurting someone who trusts 
you by not supporting them or doing 
something morally wrong. 

‘Come you spirits…unsex me here and fill 
me from the crown to the toe top-full of 
direst cruelty’ 

Usurpation (n) 
Usurp (v) 

The act of taking power not rightfully 
yours. 

 
 
 

Emasculate (v) 
Emasculation (n) 

To make someone feel weak or less 
manly. 

‘when thou durst do it, then you were a 
man’ 

 

Deception (n) 
Deceive (v) 

The act of making someone believe 
something that is not true. 

 
 
 

Courage (n) 
Courageous (adj) 

The act of doing something difficult or 
dangerous. 

‘brave Macbeth…brandished steel 
…smoked with bloody execution’ 
‘unseamed…from the knave to the chops’ 

Corruption (n) 
Corrupt (adj) 

Dishonest or illegal behaviour 
(particularly by powerful people). 

‘foul is fair…’ 
‘look like the innocent flower but be the 
serpent under it’ 

 

Insecurity (n) 
Insecure (adj) 

A feeling of little confidence about 
yourself or your ability to do something. 

 
 
 

Paranoia (n) 
Paranoid (adj) 

The false belief that people are trying to 
harm you. 

‘barren sceptre’, ‘fruitless crown’, ‘to be 
thus is nothing but to be safely thus’ 

 
 



Prophecy (n) 
Prophetic (adj) 

A statement of something that will 
happen in the future. 

‘All hail Macbeth, thou shalt be king 
hereafter’ 
‘lesser than Macbeth and greater’ 

 

Fate (n) A power that controls what happens in 
the future. 

 
 
 

Equivocation (n) 
Equivocal (adj) 
Equivocator (n) 

The act of telling deliberately misleading 
half-truths. 

‘Fair is foul & foul is fair; hover through fog 
& filthy air’. 
‘lesser…and greater’ 
‘none of woman born shall harm Macbeth’ 

Insanity (n) 
Insane (adj) 

Unable to think in a clear or sensible 
way. 

 
 
 

Conscience (n) The part of the mind aware of what is 
morally right and wrong. 

 
 
 

Vulnerable (adj) Exposed to harm.  
 
 

Apparition/spectre/phantom 
(n) 

Ghost.  
 
 

Hubris (n) Pride before a fall; playing God.  
 
 

Nihilistic (adj) 
Nihilism (n) 

The belief that morals, ideas and belief 
have no worth or value. 

‘Out, out brief candle…life’s but a walking 
shadow’ 

An Inspector Calls 

Avarice (n) 
Avaricious (adj) 

Greed for money. ‘hard-headed man of business’ 
‘lower costs, higher prices’ 
‘portentous’, ‘look after himself & his own’ 

Materialistic (adj) 
Superficial (adj) 

Valuing material possessions/valuing 
what’s on the surface, not deeper 
emotions. 

‘look, mummy!’, ‘perfect’ (Sheila about the 
ring) 
‘knighthood’, ‘honours list’, ‘Lord Mayor’ 

Euphemism/dysphemism (n) Using milder language to soften 
something/using blunt language to 
harden something. 

‘girls of that sort’, ‘women of the town’, ‘I 
was in that state when a chap easily turns 
nasty’ 
‘died in agony’, ‘burnt her inside out’ 

Repent (v) 
Repentance (n) 

To feel or show you are sorry for 
something and want to make it right. 

‘desperately sorry’ (Sheila) 
‘We did her in all right’ (Eric) 
 

Omniscient (adj) 
Omniscience (n) 

All-seeing. ‘you fool he knows’ (Sheila to Gerald) 
‘I don’t understand about you’ (Sheila) 
‘impression of massiveness’ 

Hypocrisy (n) 
Hypocritical (adj) 

Behaviour that does things they tell 
others not to do.  

‘I’d give thousands’ 
‘drunken young idler’/’not the kind of father 
a chap could go to when he’s in trouble’ 

Culpability (n) 
Culpable (adj) 

Deserving of blame. ‘I cannot take any responsibility’ 
‘You have no power to make me change my 
mind’ 
‘never forget it’ 

Prejudice & preconception 
(n) 
Prejudiced & preconceived 
(adj) 

The act of judging someone before you 
know them. The act of forming an idea 
before learning about something or 
directly experiencing it.  

‘as if I girl of that sort would ever refuse 
money’ 
‘rather cold’, ‘hardened heart’ 

Discrimination (n) 
Discriminatory (adj) 

Unfairly treating a person or group of 
people differently. 

‘wall’ metaphor. ‘It frightens me the way 
you talk’. 

 



 

Commodity (n) An item of value that can be bought or 
sold. 

‘they’re not cheap labour, they’re people’ 
 

 

Illicit (adj) Illegal or morally wrong. ‘you were the wonderful fairy prince. You 
must have adored it’/’any man would’ 
 

Marginalise (v) 
Marginalisation (n) 

To put someone in a less important 
position. 

Mr B to Sheila ‘run along’, to Eric ‘be quiet’.  
Mr B dominates through speeches, Titanic is 
‘unsinkable’ & ‘there isn’t a chance of war’ 

Microcosm (n) Smaller version of the world. ‘millions of Eva Smiths & John Smiths’ 
‘If man cannot learn that lesson, they will be 
taught it in blood & fire & anguish’ 

Hedonistic (adj) 
Hedonism (n) 

Pleasure-seeking Eric drinks ‘pretty hard’ & is ‘half shy, half 
assertive’ 

A Christmas Carol 
Damnation & salvation (n)  

 
The state of being in hell as a 
punishment after death; the act of 
saving someone from sin or evil. 

 

Misanthrope (n) 
Misanthropic (adj) 

A person who dislikes people! ‘External heat & cold had little influence on 
Scrooge’ 
‘hard & sharp as flint’ 
‘I don’t make myself merry at Christmas & I 
can’t afford to make idle people merry’. 
The poor should die to ‘decrease the surplus 
population’ 

Allegory (n) 
Allegorical (adj) 

A text (or other work of art) with a 
hidden meaning. 

 
 
 

Benevolence (n) 
Benevolent (adj) 

Showing kindness and tolerance (the 
opposite is malevolent – wanting to 
cause harm) 

 
 
 
 

Solitude (n) 
Solitary (adj) 

The act of being alone. ‘solitary as an oyster’ 
 

Prosperity (n) 
Prosperous (adj) 

The state of being successful and making 
lots of money. 

‘I have seen your nobler aspirations fall off 
one by one until the master passion, Gain, 
engrosses you’ 

 
Destitute (adj) Not having what you need to survive. Tiny Tim is ‘as good as gold and better’ 

‘dressed out but poorly in a twice-turned 
gown but brave in ribbons’ 

 
Miser (n) 
Miserly (adj) 

A person who is mean with money. ‘Are there no prisons? Are there no 
workhouses?’ 
‘What right have you to be merry? You’re 
poor enough.’/’What right have you to be 
dismal? You’re rich enough’ 

Purgatory (n) A state or place of suffering. ‘If that spirit goes not forth in life, it is 
condemned to do so in death.’ 
‘I wear the chain I forged in life.’ 

Penitence (n) 
Penitent (adj) 

A feeling of deep sadness because you 
have done something wrong. 

‘I should like to say a word of two to my 
clerk just now’ 
‘Have they no refuge or resource?’ 

 
Didactic (adj) Designed to teach something. ‘you fear the world too much’ 

 
 



Sermonise (v) To give unwanted advice about good 
moral behaviour. 

 
 
 

Exploit (v) 
Exploitation (n) 

To use for your own benefit. ‘This boy is Ignorance. This girl is Want. 
Beware them both but most of all beware 
this boy, for on his brow I see that written 
which is Doom’ 

Doctrine (n)  A set of ideas taught to be true.  
 
 

Altruistic (adj) 
Altruism (n) 

Completely selfless. ‘The happiness he gives is quite as great as 
if it had cost a fortune’ 

 
Quintessential (adj) archetypal 
(adj)  

The perfect example of something. ‘Mr Scrooge, the founder of the feast!’ 
‘I mean to give him the same chance every 
year for I pity him’ 

Ethos, logos & pathos Credibility, appeal to logic & appeal to 
the emotions. 

‘Scrooge wept to see his poor forgotten self 
as he had used to be’. 

 

 


