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The Importance of Year 11

Post-16 
choice

Emphasis on:

• Learning Year 11 content

• Revisiting and assessing Year 10 

content

• Preparations for assessment 

periods

• Planning for the future



The importance of assessment periods

• Make the days count
• Make the lessons count
• Make the opportunities count
• Learn from each and every assessment

Mock exams Summer exams

25 
school days

113 
school days



Year 11 – Key Dates

Monday 29th September 2025 & Monday 13th October 2025 – Year 11 Blue Coat Sixth Form 
Assemblies

Tuesday 14th October 2025 – Thursday 16th October 2025 – MFL (French/German) mock 
speaking exams 

Wednesday 15th October 2025 – Year 11 Parents’ Information Evening (Year 11)

Wednesday 22nd October 2025 – Blue Coat Sixth Form Open Evening

Monday 1st December 2025 – Friday 12th December 2025 – Year 11 Mock Examination period

Monday 12th January 2026 – Mock exam results day

Monday 9th February 2026 – Year 11 Parents’ Evening

* More important dates will be communicated in the Spring term

Year 11 Mock 
Examinations 

begin on Monday 
1st December 2025



Year 11 – Effective revision at                                  
Key Stage 4

The key to any revision strategy is in the preparation and time 
dedicated to this. Our Year 11s have prior experience of this from their 
Year 10 finals.

In order to achieve success, revision must be:

• Specific
• Targeted
• Deliberate
• Purposeful

There is a wealth of support on offer for every pupils within Year 11, 
but the most must be made from every single learning opportunity.

Immediate 
attention 
and not 

intervention
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We welcome inquisitive minds, ready to 
become everything that they can be and 

everything they are meant to be.  

Our students are encouraged to explore 
their intellectual curiosity, critical thinking 

and social responsibility. 

Through motivation, support and challenge, 
we help students to realise their true 

potential and to be prepared for life in an 
ever-changing world.



Blue Coat’s core values of Faith, Vision and Nurture 
continue into our Sixth Form and underpin our 

commitment to academic and personal excellence 
for all.  

We celebrate diversity of all faiths and none, and we 
foster a supportive, inclusive environment that 
strives for student development, integrity, and 

growth, within and beyond the classroom. 

We focus on the development of community spirit 
and cultural awareness, and we encourage students 
to self-manage, taking a collective responsibility for 

themselves and their peers.



Every year …
▪ Several students in our cohort go onto to study at Oxford 

and Cambridge

▪ A high percentage of our A Level cohort gain entry onto 
competitive courses at Russell Group universities, 
including

➢ Medicine
➢ Dentistry and Veterinary
➢ Law
➢ Science and Engineering
➢ Business

▪ A growing number of students now also taking up 
prestigious positions on degree level apprenticeships 
with nationally recognised providers



Hope to see you there …



Attendance

Academic Success 

• Pupils who attend school regularly perform significantly better in their GCSEs.

• Missing just 1 day between Year 7-11 can lead to a 0.68% drop in GCSE scores.

• 13 days of absence can result in a whole grade lower at GCSE.

• Attendance builds good learning habits, resilience and confidence.

How can you support your child?

• Set a positive routine- having a consistent bedtime and morning routine makes school attendance easier.

• Plan appointments carefully- whenever possible, schedule medical and dental appointments outside of school hours.

• Assess illness carefully- pupils with minor colds or headaches shouldn’t need a day off. If in doubt, send them in and we 

will contact you if they need to go home.

• Talk to us- let us support you if you or your child is experiencing any difficulties or concerns around attending school. 

We’re here to help.

• Lead by example- when pupils see and hear that school attendance is valued at home, they are more like to take it 

seriously themselves.

Some DfE Statistics

•13 days of absence can result in a 
whole grade lower at GCSE

•Every day of school missed 
reduces lifetime earnings by an 
estimated £750

•Year 11 students missing 10 days 
reduce the chance of getting a 
Grade 5 in English and Maths by 
around 50%



Attendance & Punctuality Process

• We will call you on every day of absence in Year 11

• We will visit the home on either day 3 or day 5 of the absence

• Pupils off school for 4 days or more will have a return to school meeting

• We will not approve holidays in term time

PUNCTUALITY

• Same system as last year

• Friday detentions

• Thank you in advance for your support; if lessons start promptly with no disruptions, 

learning will be maximised. 



Day 3 Visit: Early-stage welfare check, often preventive.

•When might you receive a day 3 visit?

• If no contact has been made with school and the absence is unexplained

• If the absence takes place after a school holiday and the child has not returned

• If there are wider safeguarding concerns

• If it has been agreed with the parent for another reason

• If a child already has low attendance

Day 5 Visit: Escalated intervention with a stronger focus on safeguarding.

• If no contact has been made with school and the absence is unexplained

• If the absence takes place after a school holiday and the child has not returned

• If school need to assess whether more formal interventions are needed

• Safe and well check if we haven't seen a child for 5 days.

Both visits are designed to address issues of absenteeism and ensure the child's safety, but a Day 5 visit signals that 
earlier concerns have not been resolved.

Attendance Support

Always expect a call if 
your child is absent – 
building relationships 
and support/working 
together is the key



Attendance – Why 97%?

Blue Coat Year 11 GCSE Results 2023-25

Attendance Average GCSE Grade 9-5 in English & Maths 9-4 in English & Maths

<97% 5 56% 79%

97%+ 6 80% 92%

Difference 1 24% 13%



Keys to success – Hard Work

Y11 Average ATL APS P8 ENGLISH P8 MATHS P8

Ambitious 7.7 1.94 1.98 1.22

Active 5.9 0.97 0.82 0.69

Passive 4.5 0.13 0.26 0.18

Reluctant 3.0 -1.40 -1.55 -1.07



Keys to success – Hard Work

Filling of knowledge gaps, consolidation of knowledge, practicing application:
• Homework completed on time and to the best of your ability

• Revision notes prepared as you learn new topics

• Use of flash cards to test and help memorise key facts and knowledge (where can these go in the house/bedroom that 
you can make use of time during the day)

• Identification of gaps (topics that are more difficult/you haven’t performed as well in previously) 

• Re-learn the content (text-books, exercise books, videos online, ask teacher for support)

• Test yourself by doing a past question to see if the gap has been ‘closed’

• Completion of past questions/papers to check your revision progress and identify the next gaps to fill

• Practice past questions to improve your exam technique and application of the content

• REMEMBER: don’t just read/highlight; 

• you need to apply your knowledge to really understand it/make it stick
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Exam information – Combined Science

Combined Science

Combined Science: Trilogy (8464)

AQA

6 papers – Biology x 2, Chemistry x 2, Physics x 2

Each 70 marks and 75 minutes

CGP (provided by school at start of Year 10 must 

be returned to library after Year 11 exams)



GCSE Biology (8461), GCSE Chemistry (8462), 

GCSE Physics (8463) 

AQA

6 papers – Biology x 2, Chemistry x 2, Physics x 2

Each 100 marks and 105 minutes

CGP (provided by school at start of Year 10 must 

be returned to the library after Year 11 exams)

Triple Science

Exam information – Triple Science



Mock Examinations

Pre-mocks (class-based assessments)

Chemistry - Thursday 16th Oct

Physics - Tuesday 21st Oct

Biology - Wednesday 22nd Oct

Selected Year 10 topics and current Year 11 topics – 

these are listed on teams

December mocks 

Paper 1 in Biology, Chemistry and Physics

February Core Assessments

Paper 2 in Biology, Chemistry and Physics

Taken from page 2 of the 

revision guide



1. Choose a 

topic

2. Revise the 

topic

3. Practice 

exam 

questions

4. Mark and 

MIB your 

answers

5. Reflect

6. Test

Our Science 

Revision 

Cycle
Target

Engage Practise

Self-assess
R

e
v

isit 

Progress

Science Revision Cycle



Revision Resources

• Revision guide

• CGP workbook (available on Wisepay)

• SharePoint

- Revision mind maps/ placemats

- Revision cards

- Exam practice Qs divided by topic with MS

- Focus eLearning required practical simulation

• Seneca Learning

• CGP Revision Question Cards

• Cognito or Freesciencelessons (Youtube)

• Malmesbury Education (required practical activities on Youtube)

• BBC Bitesize

Higher or 
foundation 

£7.14

Triple 
bundle 

£13



How can you help?

• Encourage your child to 

complete independent revision

• Offer to quiz them on topics 

using flashcards or notes

• Encourage them to complete 

past paper questions and self-

mark using the mark scheme

• Encourage them to reflect on 

their revision to ensure it is 

useful

Thank you!
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English Literature 2025

Literature Paper 1

• Macbeth – Shakespeare (30 
marks + 4 marks SPAG)

• A Christmas Carol - Dickens 
(30 marks)

Literature Paper 2

• An Inspector Calls – J.B. 
Priestley (30 marks + 4 marks 
SPAG)

• Power and Conflict Poetry (30 
marks)

• Unseen Poetry (24 marks + 8 
marks SPAG)



Curriculum coverage

• Year 10:
• Macbeth 

• An Inspector Calls

• Poetry anthology  - 5 of 15 poems  

• Language Paper 2

HT1 HT2 HT3 HT4 HT5

Year 
11

‘A Christmas Carol’ –
Charles Dickens

Language Paper 1 Power And Conflict Poetry
& Unseen Poetry

Bespoke Revision 



English Literature -Top Tips

• Read the whole texts – Macbeth and A Christmas 
Carol give you extracts but you must know the text 
as a whole

• Revise the hardest sections and skills first
• Practice essays under timed conditions
• Cue cards of key quotations and analysis – quiz each 

other
• Keep revisiting topics at regular intervals
• Seneca Learning 
• Essay of the week
• Powerful knowledge on a Page



Powerful Knowledge on a Page

The Powerful Knowledge on a Page

is a collection of the best concepts, critical 
ideas and analysis for each text. 

Pupils have these for every text. 



English Language 2025-2026

Language Paper 1

Explorations in creative reading and 
writing 

• Q 1-4 – Analytical questions (40 
marks)

• Q 5 – Narrative or descriptive 
writing (40 marks)

Language Paper 2

Writers’ viewpoints and Perspectives

• Q 1-4 – Analytical and comparative 
questions (40 marks)

• Q 5 – Non-fiction creative writing 
(40 marks)



English Language -Top Tips

• Read fiction and non fiction widely – have conversations about the news

• Practice papers under timed conditions

• Know and revise the question strategies

• Know and revise language and structural features

• Memorise and apply creative vocab – word of the day, word of the week

• Practice, practice, practice the two creative writing components – they are 
50% of the qualification.  

• Essay of the week

• Youtube tutorials – Mr Bruff, Mr Salles 
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Exam information



Key Dates Need to change timeline below



How to revise in maths



Staple Challenge
Every fortnight, we are improving exam performance by 
running a “Staple Challenge” in class. The aim is to minimize 
the errors made at the beginning of a paper (up to the 
staples), by doing a paper in exam conditions for 25-30 
minutes. We then mark the paper and look at methods of 
approaching different questions as well as looking at mark 
schemes to see where marks are awarded. 



After the staple challenge…
Once the paper has been completed up to the staples and 
marked in class, the paper can be completed at home to the 
best of your son/daughter's ability. To help with this, solutions 
and videos to help complete this can be found on MATHSGENIE



Mib your own tests…
Once the paper has been completed, we have introduced 
PINPOINT LEARNING to year 11’s. This enables pupils to work 
on questions that they have struggled with from their test. 



Completing Pinpoint 
booklet
Pinpoint produces a booklet 
with easy/medium/hard 
questions on topics that 
were found most difficult. 
Answers are provided. Links 
to SPARX maths are also 
provided and the Maths 
Department run a drop in 
on a WEDNESDAY and 
THURSDAY at 1.30pm in 
BC16 for further support



How can I help..?
Encourage your son/daughter to finish their paper every 
fortnight and use MathsGenie and drop in sessions in 
BC16 to go through any questions they are stuck on.

Produce a Pinpoint booklet after each paper (either print 
off or just answer in books) the more you do on Pinpoint, 
the more it records which topics you will need to spend 
most time on. 

Thank you
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The Course

AQA GCSE RS Route A- Islam and Christianity

Themes
➢ Marriage and Families
➢ Religion and life

➢ Crime and Punishment
➢ Peace and conflict



Where we are at?

Paper 1 content is complete 

 

Year 10 finals 

 

Two in class assessments 

 

Paper 2- Religion and Life

Marriage and families 

 



What revision should look like

2. Checking 
and applying 

3. Feedback and 
reflection

1. Learning 
and 

understanding

• Research suggests that not all revision 
techniques are equal.  Some are more 

effective than others. 

• The purpose of revision is to ensure 
that learning moves into the long term 

memory.



What revision should look like



Resource 1:  Home learning 

High utility



Other 
resources 



Coming soon….



Success from exam series 
2025

✓ 48%- 9-7
✓ 89%- 9-5
✓ 35 students achieved a Grade 9
✓ On Average - 1 grade higher than target

“The RS exam went really well.  I had done revision throughout the year and made sure I completed 
the home learning.  When exams came, I was able to just look over my revision, I was not making 
anything from scratch which saved me hours.  I got to a point where I just wanted exams to start 
because I had looked over everything loads of times.  If I was doing it again, I would make sure to 
revise fully for Paper 1 and make the notes for the first mock, that way you are done with paper 1 in 
terms of revision resources.  Paper 2, I started to revise after January and was able to get lots of 
feedback from exam questions.”

Current Y12 
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Year 11 priorities 
– Autumn term

• Establish effective revision routines.

• Consolidate knowledge and understanding 
with home-learning completion.

• Gradually build exam revision resources that 
can be used throughout year 11.

• Attend BC Sixth Form Open Evening

• Complete post-16 application(s)

• Attend daily study hub to support learning and 
revision



Starting with the 
inflexible elements.

Your school lessons give 
you the opportunity for 
25 hours of compulsory 
learning time per week.

It is essential to ensure 
that no lost learning is 
evident within these 

lessons



Library revisionLibrary revision

Library revision

Add your non-negotiables

Whilst being a Key Stage 4 pupil is tough, you still need to 
dedicate some time to being away from school and for the 

things that you enjoy.

This would include time for organised clubs/activities, 
socialising and/or work commitments Work

Organised 
sport

Gym Gym

English Lit Revision

Maths Revision

Geography Revision RS Revision

French Revision

English Lang Revision Chemistry revision

Dedicated non-exam 
time

Biology revision

Physics revision

Maths revision

Music revision

Drama revision

RS revision

Revision session (TBC)

• Supplementing school learning and intervention



What does a typical a revision session look like?

Utilise the Pomodoro cycle method to 
maximise the effectiveness of your 

revision

Revision session structure

When looking to structure your revision session, it is vital to make sure that you are 
organised with your revision materials and what you are going to complete in each session. 
Try to work on the basis of 25 minutes revision/5 minutes rest. 

This rest period should allow for a mental break and for the information you have just 
revised to be consolidated. It could include going for a short walk around the house 
and/or getting a drink but should not include distractions such as the use of any devices.

Your 60-minute English Literature revision could be structured as follows:

5 mins – Reading novel or section overview/summary and planning for revision to be 
completed e.g. specific quotes from Macbeth/An Inspector Calls- add quotes to flash cards 
or mind map under relevant sections if required.

5 mins – Test yourself, using flash cards, on the key quotes, themes and character 
traits/development – put cards on a ‘can remember’ pile and ‘need more practice’ pile

15 mins – Attempt specific exam question related to topic revised e.g. exam question on 
how a character changes through the novel.

Rest – 5 mins – get a drink from the kitchen

15 mins – Continue with exam question, re-reading through first part of your answer and 
add content which matches the marks allocated for the question

10 mins – Look through your answer and the mark scheme to see where you have picked 
up marks. Annotate your work to see where other quotes could have been added/points 
could have been made – add in anything you missed to your flashcards and put on the 
don’t know yet pile.

Rest – 5 mins – get a drink from the kitchen
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Key Stage 4 Study Hub

This is available to all Year 11 pupils and runs 
every day from 3.30pm-4.20pm in GT03.

In here, pupils are able to complete:

- Home-learning tasks
- Independent revision
- Small group revision
- Access electronic past papers and revision 

materials
- Speak with staff/peers about how best to revise

Year 11 – Revision habits should have already started



Important contacts
At Blue Coat School, we are blessed to have dedicated teachers 
who are experts in their field.

Should you feel the need to contact school to discuss further 
support for your child, please send correspondence for the 
attention of the KS4 Pastoral Office. 

In addition to this, please feel free to contact any of the 
following:

Mr L. Clough – Director of Learning (Year 11)
Mr M. Lockett – Assistant Headteacher/Director of Key Stage 4
Mrs J. Risk/Miss A. Begum – KS4 Pastoral Officers

Year 11 – Key contacts
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